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First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

We will have our Annual
Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
February 2 following the worship
service. The purpose of the meeting
is to receive Annual Reports from
our Ministry Teams and to vote on
changes to the Pastor's Terms of
Call. 

Following the congregational
meeting, we will have our
Fellowship Luncheon in the
fellowship hall. On the menu:
marinated chicken breasts,
scalloped potatoes, baby lima beans,
salad, rolls, tea, and brownies.
Payment is by donation (suggested
minimum of $5 per person; $15 per
family), and all are welcome to join
us for lunch. If you plan to dine
with us, please make your
reservation with the church office
(336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) by January
26. 
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A publication of First Presbyterian
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Carolina. 
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P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586
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Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com
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Pastor
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Mrs. Meredith Trout
803-351-7095 (home)
mtrout@fpclexnc.com

Financial Secretary 
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Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Director of Contemporary Worship
Mr. Jack Harman
jharman@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Connie Burleson
cburleson@fpclexnc.com

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is
a 5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by
the Wednesday before publication.

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!

Each year at this time we ask all the
various ministry teams and leaders of
ministries to put together a written
annual report outlining the highlights of
the year just past. I look forward to the
reports, because they provide a
wonderful window on the previous year
and allow us to celebrate what we have
accomplished together. 

One reason we prepare these reports is
that no one can be involved in
everything our church is doing. As a
result, what we know of the work of our
church is often limited to those areas in
which we are involved. Our Annual
Report opens our eyes to the broader
work of God at First Presbyterian and
shows the faithfulness of so many in
sharing the work of Christ. 

We will receive these reports on Sunday,
February 2 n d  a t  our annual
congregational meeting immediately
following the 11 a.m. worship service. 

Let me also highlight a few important
events coming up in the life of the
church.

• We will observe Scout Sunday on
February 9, 2020 in the 11 a.m.
service.

• The Ash Wednesday service will be
February 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.

• Youth Sunday will be on March 1,
2020 at a combined 11 a.m. service
with lunch following.

• The Family Retreat will be March
6-8, 2020 at Montreat, and Randy
Hall will be preaching at the 11 a.m.
service on that Sunday.

• The Touching Davidson County
With Love day of service will be on
Saturday, April 4th. 

• Palm Sunday will be April 5th with
two services; Maundy Thursday
will be April 9th at the First United
Methodist Church at 7 p.m.; and
Easter Sunday will be April 12th with
one service at 11 a.m.

• The Children’s Choir will present a
musical based on the Noah’s Ark
story in one combined worship
service on April 26th. 

I am looking forward to an exciting
spring in the life of our church!

Grace and peace to you.

Your friend and pastor,

Pastor Lee

FROM THE PASTOR: 
PAST & FUTURE
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One of the cornerstones of the PCUSA denomination
is that we are reformed and always reforming. This is
a good thing, because it allows us to continually
evaluate what we are doing and ask the questions why
are we doing it, and is it helping? One of the things
that we (myself and the CE committee) are always
looking at is how we can make Sunday school better.
With so many different ages, stages of life, families,
singles, and empty nesters it can be challenging to
find a one-size-fits-all study. So, throughout the year
we are doing several specific need-based topics such
as: marriage, parenting, along with broader studies
such as Will Willimon's study on loving your
neighbor.

One of the specific studies I would like to highlight
today is the parenting class led by Jan Greer. It is
called, "Sacred Parenting,” by Gary Thomas, and it
has had such a good response from the 20 or so
regular attenders. Jan says, "this is a study that
challenges our motivation and action of parenting.
This practical study examines what God has called
parents to do and how we honor Him when we talk
with our children and plan for the future.  How often
do we parent out of fear?  Or forget the most
important things in life?  This is not one of those
studies that makes us feel guilty and make us leave
resolving to do better. It's thoughtful and poignant,
helping us be a better community together to do this
seemingly impossible task."  

All good things! The parenting study continues
through Feb 9th. 

q Don't forget: Montreat Family Retreat
Registrations are due, Sunday, Feb 9th! We are
in the Winsborough and Assembly Inn, you will
not want to miss this special retreat! 
 

What's Happening with 
Christian Education?

Meredith Trout, Director
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PW CIRCLES

WOMEN OF THE WORD

PW Circles will meet on Monday, February 3. The
Morning Circle will meet at 10:30 AM, and the
Evening Circle will meet at 7:00 PM. Both Circles
will meet in the church library, and Betty Knox will
lead lesson 6. Ladies are asked to bring one dish
towel to help restock our church kitchen. The
Morning Circle will join together for Dutch-treat
lunch at the Village Grill following their program. 

This month, Presbyterian Women are also collecting
items for Family Services: Lysol disinfectant spray,
paper towels, Kleenex, wipes, trash bags, cleansers,
and hand sanitizers.

Women of the Word's spring session begins soon!
This round, we'll be revisiting Twelve
Women of the Bible, this time focusing on
six New Testament women – Mary, the
mother of Jesus; Mary Magdalene, Mary
of Bethany, Martha, the Woman at the
Well, and the Syrophoenician Woman.
This seven-week study features
life-changing stories for women today. 
We will discover new insights and find a
powerful witness to God's gracious love
that will leave us feeling challenged, encouraged, and
deeply valued. 

Even if you were not able to make the last session of
WOW, please come join us! We're always happy to
see new faces and excited to reunite with old friends. 
 

The next session begins on Monday, February 10 at
6:30 PM for the Evening group and
Tuesday, February 11 at 9:15 AM for the
Morning group. All women are invited!
We will gather in the fellowship hall for
the first session; please bring your Bible
and a pen. There will be a small cost for
the study book if you do not already have
one.
 
Questions may be directed to Katherine

Team (336.242.4019) or Ann McMurray
(336.239.4042).

First Presbyterian Action              Page 4



CHURCH-WIDE FAMILY RETREAT

LOST & FOUND CLEAN OUT

Registration is now open for our annual church-wide
Family Retreat! This year's retreat will be held March
6-8 in beautiful Montreat  and will be led by the Rev.
Dr. Sid Batts. Our theme will be "The Power of God
Through Personality." 

Our personality often defines who we are, how we see
life, how we practice faith and develop relationships.
Each of us has our own unique personality type, and
personality tests can often help our self-awareness.
Are you an explorer or diplomat, analyst or defender,
adventurer or architect? Do you depend more on logic
or intuition? How does our personality affect our
spiritual life or our relationships? Are we "hardwired"
or does a growing faith and spiritual maturity lead us
to evolve and change? These are important questions
for our relationships, our faith, and our life journey.
During our weekend, we will take a look at how God
made each of us in our own uniqueness and how this
uniqueness can help us learn more about ourselves. In
doing so, we will learn how to better share our gifts
with others, ultimately furthering our service to
Christ. 

Please note: We have changed accommodations from
Assembly and Reynolds to Assembly and the
Winsborough. 

Brochures containing more information and a
registration form are located in the lobby and narthex.
Registrations are due by February 16. Rooms are
reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

Our Lost & Found is overflowing, so it is time for
another cleaning out of items that have not been
claimed. Items have been spread out on a table in the
Third Avenue hallway. Please take the time to stop by
the table and see whether any of the found items
might belong to you.

After February 24, all remaining unclaimed items will
be up for grabs for one week. After March 2,
whatever items still remain will either be donated or
disposed of.

We would like all of these lost items to make their
way back home and appreciate your help in making
that happen.
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ADDRESS CHANGES

IN MEMORIAM

With the recent spate of phone and address changes
among our members, the online version of our
pictorial directory has been updated. To view the
online directory, please visit our website at
www.fpclexnc.com, mouse over the “About Us” tab,
and click on “Pictorial Directory.” Please note that the
directory is password protected and uses the same
password as before. If you need the password, please
contact the church office at 336.248.2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com. 

JENNIFER & BRIAN TURLINGTON
101 Indian Wells Circle

Lexington NC 27295

LIZ & BYRON OSWALD
304 Fernwood Drive

Seneca SC 29678

CHARLES & MARY LEE
3504 Flint Street, Apt. 313-D

Greensboro NC 27405

DEBBIE BUTLER
45 Cutts Street

Angier NC 27501

The congregation extends its sympathy to Lynne
Hobbs and her family due to the death of her mother,
Anita Shore, on December 24, 2019.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Ann
Kiefer and her family due to the death of her uncle,
Bobby Gatherum, on January 8, 2020.

Please keep both of these families in your prayers.
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MINISTRIES IN MOTION

MUSIC MINISTRY

The Welborn Handbell Choir continues 
rehearsals on Wednesdays, at 6:15 PM
in the choir suite. New ringers are 
welcome!

The Chancel Choir continues
rehearsing Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in
the choir suite. 

PRESBYTERIAN TABLE
The Presbyterian Table meets each Thursday evening
at 6:00. This informal group is open to anyone, any
week. Each person is responsible for his or her own
expense. No need to make a reservation, just show up
for good food, warm fellowship, and lots of laughter!

SCHEDULE:
* Feb. 6 - Village Grill, 31 W 2nd Ave, Lexington
* Feb. 13 - Southern Lunch, 26 S. Railroad St,

Lexington
* Feb. 20 - Café 35, 103 S Main St, Lexington
* Feb. 27 - Main St. Deli, 13 N Main St, Lexington

GRIEF SHARE
GriefShare is "help and
encouragement after the death of a
spouse, child, family member, or
friend." First Presbyterian Church is
hosting this program, and it continues
to meet Sunday afternoons at 2:30
PM.

An intercessory prayer group
meets each Thursday at 11:00 AM
in the Pastor’s Study to offer
prayers for our church family,
community, and country. Praying
aloud is not required.  All are
welcome to participate any week.

Start your morning off right! All men of
the church are invited to meet at Village
Grill on West Second Avenue each
Tuesday morning at 7:00 a.m. for
breakfast and devotions.

Small groups offer a place to
both grow in our relationship with
God and in our relationships with
other church members through
fellowship. If you are interested in
joining or facilitating a Small
Group Bible Study or would like
more information, Faith Albert at
hamlinfe56@gmail.com.

Do you knit or crochet? Would you
like to learn? The Prayer Shawl
Ministry is open to anyone, regardless
of their prior stitching experience. This
ministry serves those in life transitions.
It also serves the stitcher by providing
a way to serve others.  Shawls are
passed hand-to-hand and

heart-to-heart. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets in the church parlor
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 1:30
PM.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR TDCWL

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we
collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's
Pantry each month. We are setting
ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.
Your donations of canned mixed vegetables may be
placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. 

Collected for December: 68 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for January: 155 jars (Way to go!)

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

Save the date!

Saturday, April 4, is the day for Touching Davidson
County With Love this year.

Last year, First Presbyterian Church joined a number of
other churches in carrying out the countywide service
event.  FPC members did yardwork at the Family
Services main office and women's shelter and cleanup
at the home of a Lexington senior, collected
household/personal care items for ARC of Davidson
County and the Workshop of Davidson, sang at
assisted-living facilities, and delivered a meal to those
in need. Acts Alive and the YDs both participated. 

Projects for this year are now being lined up. We need
a few project leaders. Please contact Craig Koontz or
Bill Keesler if you would be interested in helping.

SHELTER OVERNIGHT STAYS
Volunteers are needed to stay overnight at the
Homeless Shelter. We need someone to stay on the 3rd

and 4th Wednesdays of each month.  If you would like
more information, or if you would like to volunteer,
please contact Craig Koontz at 336-575-5096 or
ckoontz50@gmail.com. You may also volunteer by
signing up on the Faith in Action bulletin board.

Volunteer Schedule:
January 15 Chris Brookshire
January 22 Taylor Hood
February 19 Chris Brookshire
February 26 Walt Rouse

SHELTER MEALS
First Presbyterian is responsible for preparing and
serving a meal at Crisis Ministry on the third
Wednesday of each month. If you or your group
would like to volunteer to provide a meal at the
shelter, or if you would like more information about
volunteering, please contact Jeanna in the church
office (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com).  

Meal Schedule
02/19/2020 McMurray Small Group

(Bill & Donna Bryan, Jim & Beverly
Black, Jim & Bonnie Graham,
Sara DeLapp, Charles & Jeri
Bowyer, Bill & Ann McMurray)

03/18/2020 Tom & Sandra Smith &
their grandchildren

04/15/2020 Volunteers Needed
05/20/2020 Troop 205

FAITH IN ACTION
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Joe Check (serving in the Navy)
Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Ed Holmes (friend of Ginger Briggs) - cancer
Steve Comer (friend of Lucy Finley) - lymphoma; at 

Piedmont Crossings
Crystal Dean (sister-in-law of Lisa Poston Dean)
Fred Mock - pancreatic cancer
Charles Lee - recovering from stroke
Mary Lee - fell, broke her thumb
Molly McGee - complications from Crohn’s

Lucy Batts (grandmother of Meredith Trout)
Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Shannon Rogers (daughter of Earl & Dakota Rogers; 

cousin of Melody Durrell) - complications from
pneumonia; pray for Earl, Dakota & Melody as
well

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Jim Supples - stage IV lung cancer
Marlon Gaskins (son-in-law of Beverly Black) -
fighting 

cancer
Bob & Charlotte Rorie (friends of Gloria Bulluck)
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - metastasized bone 

cancer; pray also for wife Jean
Joan Mitchell

PRAYER REQUESTS
You may email prayer requests directly to:

congregationalcare@fpclexnc.com, 
or fill out and submit a prayer request form at our web
site (www.fpclexnc.com).  The requests go directly to
staff via email and are not displayed on the website.

All prayer requests are shared with Pastor Lee. 

A full copy of the prayer list may be obtained from
the church office or from our web site

(www.fpclexnc.com).  To access the list on our web
site, please contact Jeanna in the church office

(248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) to
obtain the password.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Patsy Miller
Christy Hiller
Meredith Andrews
Charles Welby 
Guy Kerley
Marian Van Zant
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Cary Lewis
Joe Sentell
Sally Lang
Kim Brafford 

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Jeff Davis
Emelie North
Bob Walcott
Macon Stovall
Ginger Charlotte Grace
Jean Marsh
Jack Hiller
Norma Abed
Sarah Ramirez

Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Gloria Bulluck
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
G. F. Smith
Mildred Hash
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Red Wilson
Artie Walker
Jean Hann

Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Crissy Tribley
Christie Brookshire
Skip Sizemore
Lucy Finley
Bob Oates
Marshall Foster & Family
Beth Stout
John & Betty Hemmings
Terry Peters
Charley Johnson
Joanne Griffith
Arvil & Peggy Styers
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PASTORAL CARE

Do you know of someone who would appreciate a
pastoral call? The pastor is always eager to learn of

special needs within the congregation. Pastor Lee may
be reached at the church (248-2140, ext. 202) or at
home (956-5899). Your calls are always welcome.

CONGRATULATIONS!
A hearty congratulations to our Gathering Band, who
placed 2nd in fundraising in Project Potential’s
Dancing (and More!) with the Potential Stars this
past weekend. Many thanks to all who voted for the
Band, and more importantly, who donated to this
worthy cause.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
The following Elders are scheduled to assist in serving
Communion on February 2: Ben Kiefer, Jan Kiefer,
Margaret King, Craig Koontz, Lisa Lucas, Beth
Parrott, Nick Priddy, Robin Team, and Pat Ulmer. If
you will be unable to serve, please secure another Elder,
either current or past, to serve in your place.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
specific endeavors that we are
undertaking as a church. We encourage
you to cut out the prayer from the
newsletter and place it in a prominent place in your
home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of February 2
Eternal God, help us dedicate each day to following
Your will for our lives. Guide us, Lord, in all our
decisions and actions, day by day and hour by hour.
Help us accomplish all that You desire for us to do,
until our mission on earth is finished. In Jesus' name,
we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of February 9
Heavenly Father, You alone are our Refuge and our
Fortress. As we shelter in You, strengthen us to serve
in the world. Help us to find spiritual rest in Your
abiding presence, and teach us to put the entirety of
our trust in You. With thanks, we pray this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of February 16
God of All Wisdom, we lift up to You our nation’s
leaders, from the national level all the way down to
the city level and all points in-between, both leaders
who are seen and known, and leaders who may not
be seen and known. We ask that You would grant
them wisdom and discernment and that you would
surround them with wise counsel. Fill their ears and
hearts with Your guidance and direction so that they
may govern fairly, justly, and honestly, in accordance
with Your will. With thanks, we pray this in Jesus'
name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of February 23
Holy Father, as we begin the season of Lent this
week, help us to pause in prayer and contemplation
and examine ourselves in the light of Your Word.
Strengthen us where we are weak. Convict us
through Your Holy Spirit where we have fallen short,
and lead us to repentance. Through all of it, never let
us forget Your forgiveness, mercy, and grace. In
Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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SERVING AT WORSHIP

February 2, 2020 - Fellowship Sunday; Annual Congregational Meeting
Sun. School Superintendent:   Travis Fortune
Elder Greeter:   Jan Kiefer
Lay Leader:   Pat Ulmer
11 AM Ushers:   Jeff Davis, Ron Leonard, Jo Leonard, Bill Bryan
11 AM Children at Worship:   Lee Zehmer
11 AM Nursery:   Linda Rowe

February 9, 2020 - Scout Sunday
Sun. School Superintendent:   Travis Fortune
Elder Greeter:   Matt Welborn
9 AM Ushers: Al Neal, Adrianne Staten
11 AM Ushers:   Jeff Davis, Ron Leonard, Jo Leonard, Bill Bryan
9 & 11 AM Children at Worship:   Jennifer Davis
9 AM Nursery:   Sheila Goff
11 AM Nursery:   Bonnie Graham

February 16, 2020
Sun. School Superintendent:   Travis Fortune
Elder Greeter:   Richard Goff
Lay Leader:   Mac Parrott
9 AM Ushers: Al Neal, Adrianne Staten
11 AM Ushers:   Jeff Davis, Ron Leonard, Jo Leonard, Bill Bryan
9 & 11 AM Children at Worship:   Meredith Trout
9 AM Nursery:   Neida Ramirez
11 AM Nursery:   Susan Gardner

February 23, 2020
Sun. School Superintendent:   Travis Fortune
Elder Greeter:   Beth Parrott
9 AM Ushers: Al Neal, Adrianne Staten
11 AM Ushers:   Jeff Davis, Ron Leonard, Jo Leonard, Bill Bryan
9 & 11 AM Children at Worship:   Joy Harman
9 AM Nursery:   Jan Kiefer
11 AM Nursery:   Anne-Riley Harman
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1 - Marie Muskovin, Abby Hinson
4 - Laura Fulp
7 - Charles Bowyer
9 - Jan Morton, Quinn White
11 - Ken Davis
12 - Guy Kerley
13 - Macie Anderson, Lynnae Benton, 

Andrew Dinges

14 - Ben Kiefer, Anne Hood
16 - Susan Whitesides
18 - John Horne
19 - Cloyd Philpott, Kaitlyn McNeill
20 - Pam Eller
22 - Tom Lackey, Bill McMurray, David Cowan
23 - Bob Oates, Johnny Beck
24 - Natalie King Gerstenbacher
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