
FROM PASTOR LEE

March 24, 2020 Vol. 194  No. 6

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Crossroads Worship
9:00 AM

Sunday School
10:00 AM

Classic Worship
11:00 AM

Inside this Issue

From the Pastor. . . . 1-2

Ways to Help. . . . . . . . 3

Preschool News. . . . . . 3

Faith In Action. . . . . . . 4

Prayer Concerns. . . . . . 5

Prayer Focus.. . . . . . . . 6

In Memoriam. . . . . . . . 6

Serving at Worship.. . . 7

April Birthdays.. . . . . . 7

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!

So much has happened in the two
weeks since our last printed newsletter.
Our lives have been upended, our
sports have been cancelled, we have
stopped having church in person, and
we can’t find toilet paper! 

The Session met online on March 22nd

and made the difficult decision to
continue the suspension of church
activities through April 5th. All
members felt strongly that this was the
right thing to do to safeguard the
health of our church family. 

We all are missing one another! Yet
we are finding creative ways to be
together while we are apart! One of the
programs that we have been using here
at the church is Zoom. Zoom is a video
conferencing program that can be run
on a computer or a smart phone. It
allows us to meet together, to see each
other, and to talk just like we are in a
room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone,
I would encourage you to download
the application and install it. This will
allow you to participate in whatever
online gatherings we might have
including Sunday school.

Here are the links to download the
program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4me
eting

For an iPhone:
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/deta
ils?id=us.zoom.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website:
zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might
not have either a computer or a smart
phone, but there is a way you can still
participate over a regular phone. 
The access number is  646-558-8656.
• Once you call this access number,

you will be prompted for a
“Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit
Meeting ID number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different
Meeting ID number.

• You will be asked for a participant
ID followed by the # sign. Just
press #. We do not use this
function. 

(Continued on pg. 2)
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• You will be asked to say your name
followed by the #sign. Once you hit
the # sign you will be added to the
meeting.

I will be streaming the worship service
on Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom
meeting for those who do not have
computers or smart phones. All you
have to do is follow the above directions
and use the meeting ID: 295 249 020.
Once you have joined, you will be able
to hear the audio from the worship
service. 

If you do have a smart phone or
computer, please go to the church
website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch
the service through the YouTube video
link.

Here are the upcoming meetings and
their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on
Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Sunday School on Sundays at 10
a.m. 872-552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11
a.m. on Sundays 295-249-020

My friends, God is with us and will get
us through this difficult time. God is our
rock, our shield, and our deliverer. Let
us commit ourselves to reaching out to
those around us through phone calls and
cards, and let us pray fervently for each
other, our church, our community, our
nation, and our world. 

Grace and peace to you,

Your friend and pastor,

Pastor Lee
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WAYS TO HELP OUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

PRESCHOOL NEWS

Looking for ways to help during the pandemic?
UNC's Health Care website lists some things people
can do to help with their health care workers with the 
Coronavirus crisis. To view it, visit
https://www.unchealthcare.org/coronavirus/ways-to-h
elp/
  
One of the items listed is sewing face masks for
doctors and nurses to wear. Links to the patterns are
provided on the left-hand side of the screen. With the
Fu Mask, it is recommended that you copy/print the
pattern at 109% so that it equals the 4" measurement
required for proper sizing.  The small or medium sizes
should fit most people.  

You may make these face masks for yourself and
loved ones, or you may make them to donate to health
care workers. The hospital will sterilize the masks
before they are provided to their personnel, but they
do ask that for all masks, please use clean,
tightly-woven cotton fabric on both sides, and sew on
a clean work surface.  This is an “old-school” method
and not their first choice in supplying their health
workers, but it may be a necessary choice, given the
difficulty in obtaining needed supplies. The doctors
have been told they may be forced to use bandanas if
they run out of masks.

 

If anyone has any of the other items to share identified
in the list, UNC Health Care would appreciate those
as well.

If you can donate any items or masks, please drop
them by the church in the crates beneath the lobby
television. If you need someone present to let you in
the building, please call the church office beforehand
to be sure a staff member will be in the office to assist
you. 

Ken and Minta Vander Schaaf have provided this
information and have graciously volunteered to take
donations to UNC Medical Center. Thanks to
everyone who is able to help.

Greetings from the Preschool.  Our lives have changed
drastically since I wrote my last Action
Article. We are treading in uncharted
territory.  We are having to distance
ourselves from each other, wash our
hands constantly, forced to close our
schools and universities, and now our
Preschool.  We are sad that our year was
interrupted so abruptly and that we cannot
be together.  But I look forward to when
we can reopen our doors to our safe and
loving environment for our children. I am so excited
and optimistic about our enrollment so far for our next
school year! Our rosters are growing, and I am still

registering new children each week. 

Please let me know if you have or know
of a little one that is ready for preschool! 
 We are still accepting students in all of
our classes: two year, three year, and
Pre-K ages. You may contact Jane
Blackerby at 336-248-2140, ext. 205 or
email jblackerby@fpclexnc.com for
additional information. I will stay in
touch, and I am looking forward to when

our doors open again!
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NUTS ON A MISSION

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we
collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's
Pantry each month. We are setting
ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.
Your donations of canned mixed

vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates
in the church lobby. 

Collected for February: 116 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for March: 90 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

SHELTER OVERNIGHT STAYS
Below is the current schedule for volunteers to stay
overnight at the Homeless Shelter. We cover the 3rd and
4th Wednesdays of each month. During this time of
Coronavirus Protection Protocol, we do not know
what Crisis Ministry's plan is with respect to our
overnight hosts. Please contact our shelter liaison
C r a i g  K o o n t z  a t  3 3 6 - 5 7 5 - 5 0 9 6  o r
ckoontz50@gmail.com, to find out about staying
overnight and whether this will also be suspended. 

Volunteer Schedule:
March 18 Chris Brookshire
March 25 Birke McNeill
April 15 Chris Brookshire
April 22 Ed Kiefer

SHELTER MEALS
First Presbyterian is responsible for preparing and
serving a meal at Crisis Ministry on the third
Wednesday of each month. Below is the current
schedule.  During this time of Coronavirus Protection
Protocol, we do not know what Crisis Ministry's plan
is with respect to our overnight hosts. Please contact
our shelter liaison Craig Koontz at 336-575-5096 or
ckoontz50@gmail.com, to find out about staying
overnight and whether this will also be suspended. 

Meal Schedule
03/18/2020 Tom & Sandra Smith & their

grandchildren
04/15/2020 Joyful MOJOs Sunday School Class
05/20/2020 Troop 205

FAITH IN ACTION
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Joe Check (serving in the Navy)
Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Ed Holmes (friend of Ginger Briggs) - cancer
Crystal Dean (sister-in-law of Lisa Poston Dean)
Jeff Thobe (nephew of Nancy Gilbert) - has aggressive 

cancer, undergoing treatment
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Jonah Hiller - seeing pediatric ophthalmologist
Jason, Stacy & Trent Heitman (friends of Maynard 

Edwards & Alma Carlton) - serious car accident
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Shannon Rogers (daughter of Earl & Dakota Rogers; 

cousin of Melody Durrell) - complications from
pneumonia; pray for Earl, Dakota & Melody as well

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Jim Supples - stage IV lung cancer
Marlon Gaskins (son-in-law of Beverly Black) - fighting 

cancer
Bob & Charlotte Rorie (friends of Gloria Bulluck)
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - metastasized bone 

cancer; pray also for wife Jean
Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 

the front lines fighting against the pandemic

PRAYER REQUESTS
You may email prayer requests directly to:

congregationalcare@fpclexnc.com, 
or fill out and submit a prayer request form at our web
site (www.fpclexnc.com).  The requests go directly to
staff via email and are not displayed on the website.

All prayer requests are shared with Pastor Lee. 

A full copy of the prayer list may be obtained from
the church office or from our web site

(www.fpclexnc.com).  To access the list on our web
site, please contact Jeanna in the church office

(248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) to
obtain the password.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Christy Hiller
Meredith Andrews
Charles Welby 
Guy Kerley
Marian Van Zant
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Cary Lewis
Sally Lang
Kim Brafford 
Joe Sentell
Elizabeth Hamil
Pastor Lori Bowen
Linda Rowe

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Jeff Davis
Emelie North
Jean Marsh
Jack Hiller
Norma Abed
Sarah Ramirez
Dorothy Bumgarner
Daxton Patterson
Maureen McGonagle
Regina Harris

Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Gloria Bulluck
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
G. F. Smith
Mildred Hash
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Artie Walker
Jean Hann
Ann Lackey
Joan Mitchell

Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Crissy Tribley
Lucy Finley
Bob Oates
Foster Family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Charles & Mary Lee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craver
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
Coressa Anderson
Sandy Baucom
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PASTORAL CARE
Do you know of someone who would appreciate a
pastoral call? The pastor is always eager to learn of
special needs within the congregation. Pastor Lee may
be reached at the church (248-2140, ext. 202) or at
home (956-5899). Your calls are always welcome.

IN MEMORIAM
The congregation extends its sympathy
to Jean Sosebee due to the death of her
husband, Rev. Bill Sosebee, on March
11, 2020. Please keep Jean and her

family in your prayers.

PRESBYTERIAN TABLE
In light of the current restaurant closing mandate,
the Presbyterian Table will not meet until it is lifted.
A schedule will be published at that time. 

In a world filled with causes for
worry and anxiety - we need the
peace of God standing guard
over our hearts and minds.

-Jerry W. McCant

You will keep him in
perfect peace,

Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.

- Isaiah 26:3 (NKJV)

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
specific endeavors that we are
undertaking as a church. We encourage
you to cut out the prayer from the
newsletter and place it in a prominent place in your
home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of March 29
Holy God, You promised You would never leave us
nor forsake us. Thank You, Father, for Your steadfast
mercy and enduring love. As Peter began to sink in
the stormy waves when he took his eyes off Jesus, so
too do we feel the anxiety and darkness of the storm
raging around us when we take our eyes off You.
Help us to keep our focus on You, standing firmly on
Your promises and resting in Your Truth. Draw us
ever closer to You, teaching us how to walk in Your
ways. In Jesus' precious name, we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 5
Heavenly Father, this week we are journeying with
Christ from His triumphal entry to his death on the
cross. With the disciples, we will experience elation
that turns into confusion and then fades to darkness.
Remind us, Father, of why Your Son had to die, but
let us also not forget that Sunday is coming. Our
hope rests in Jesus. Thank You, Father, for saving us,
for cleansing us, and for transforming us daily into
the people You have called us to be. In Jesus' name,
we pray, Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 12
Merciful God, You are mighty and powerful and so
much larger than we can comprehend. You have
blessed us in abundance and rescued us from sin.
You love us with an everlasting love, and Your
goodness and mercy pursue us all the days of our
lives. We praise You that Christ died and rose again.
We praise You that He holds the keys to death, hell
and the grave. We praise You because He sits at
Your right hand forevermore. We thank You that
because of Him, we are made righteous, cleansed and
whole. Thank You, Lord, for all these things and so
much more. In Jesus' name, we gratefully pray,
Amen.
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1 - Lindsay Davis
2 - Robin Team
3 - Jo Leonard, James Trout
4 - Karen Carrickhoff
5 - Kent Herman
7 - Betty Tucker
8 - Christy Hiller
9 - Jeff Koontz
10 - Anne-Riley Harman, Jayne Hinson

12 - Robert Bosworth
13 - Ginger Briggs, Alma Carlton, Ann Kiefer
14 - Pat Ulmer, Anna Gobble, Tyler Beck, Kelly Lamb

Burkhart
17 - Marvin Sandifer
20 - Tom Lamb
24 - Jo Ann Hill
26 - Billie Kerley, Craig Miller
29 - Adrianne Staten, Lilly Belle Priddy

SERVING AT WORSHIP
** This line up is dependent upon whether we meet on these Sundays. **

April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday
Sun. School Superintendent:   Mark White
11 AM Ushers:   Walt Rouse, Bill McMurray, Jim Graham, Charles Bowyer
Elder Greeter:   Ben Kiefer
11 AM Children at Worship:   David Durrell
11 AM Nursery:   Neida Ramirez

April 19, 2020
Sun. School Superintendent:   Mark White
9 AM Ushers:  Craig Koontz, Terri Henderson
11 AM Ushers:   Walt Rouse, Bill McMurray, Jim Graham, Charles Bowyer
Elder Greeter:   Jan Kiefer
Lay Leader:    Margie Clark
9 & 11 AM Children at Worship:   Meredith Trout
9 AM Nursery:   Sarah Ramirez
11 AM Nursery:   Donna Bryan

April 26, 2020
Sun. School Superintendent:   Mark White
11 AM Ushers:   Walt Rouse, Bill McMurray, Jim Graham, Charles Bowyer
Elder Greeter:   Jeff Davis
11 AM Children at Worship:   Beth Parrott
11 AM Nursery:   Bonnie Graham
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