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          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Greetings in the Name of Jesus!

This week is Holy Week, and it will be

the most unusual Holy Week we have

ever experienced.

We haven’t worshiped in person

together in four weeks, and we will not

gather for Maundy Thursday or Easter

Sunday.

Yet in our isolation, perhaps we might

experience the loneliness that Jesus

must have felt as he journeyed to Good

Friday. Perhaps this year, we will more

fully understand what Jesus must have

been going through; and through our

understanding, we will be drawn closer

in our relationship with him. Then on

Easter Sunday, we will be reminded

that our hope is in God’s power to

bring new life from disappointment

and death. There is nothing in this life

that can separate us from God’s love

shown to us in Jesus. Not life, not

death, not isolation or disappointment. 

Speaking of Easter Sunday, as part of

the service, I will be celebrating the

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The

Session felt it would be an important

way that we could be together ritually

even in our own homes. So, at that

time in the service when I present the

bread and cup, we are encouraging

each of you to take a piece of bread

and some juice and partake of the 

elements in your home knowing that

your brothers and sisters are doing the

same. You can do this at whichever

time you watch the service.

Please know that we are continuing to

pray for you during our time apart.

Happy Easter!

Your friend and pastor,

Pastor Lee
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One of the programs that we have been

using here at the church to stay in touch

with one another is Zoom. Zoom is a

video conferencing program that can be

run on a computer or a smart phone. It

allows us to meet together, to see each

other, and to talk just like we are in a

room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone,

we encourage you to download the

application and install it. This will allow

you to participate in whatever online

gatherings we might have, including

Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring

passwords for some meetings. If Zoom

requires a password, please enter

fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the

program.

For your computer:

https://zoom.us/download#client_4m

eeting

For an iPhone:

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-

cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/d

etails?id=us.zoom.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website:

zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might not

have either a computer or a smart phone,

but there is a way you can still

participate over a regular phone. The

access number is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number,

you will be prompted for a “Meeting

ID followed by the # sign.” You then

put in the 9 digit Meeting ID number

with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different

Meeting ID number.

• You will be asked for a participant

ID followed by the # sign. Just press

#. We do not use this function. 

• You will be asked to say your name

followed by the #sign. Once you hit

the # sign you will be added to the

meeting.

Pastor Lee will be streaming the worship

service on Sunday at 11 a.m. over a

Zoom meeting for those who do not

have computers or smart phones. All

you have to do is follow the above

directions and use the meeting ID: 295

249 020. Once you have joined, you will

be able to hear the audio from the

worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or

computer, please go to the church

website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch

the service through the YouTube video

link.

Here are our recurring meetings and

their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on

Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Sunday School on Sundays at 10

a.m. 872-552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11

a.m. on Sundays 295-249-020
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The Session and the Endowment Ministry Team of

the Session would like to invite eligible persons to

apply for a grant from the Winnifred Zimmerman

Green Higher Education Scholarship Fund. The

Scholarship was made possible by a generous gift

from the estate of long time member Winnie Green to

aid "worthy students of high academic achievement"

with their college expenses.

The Session has established guidelines for the

awarding of grants. Grants will be awarded each

spring; students receiving scholarships shall not be

guaranteed renewal of scholarships. Students must

re-apply for a new grant each year. 

The application deadline for this year is May 1.

Application forms and the full list of applicant

guidelines are available from the church office, on the

lobby side of Jeanna's service window, or may be

downloaded at www.fpclexnc.

If you have or know of a little one that is ready

for Preschool, we are still accepting students

in all of our classes: two year, three year,

and Pre-K ages.

You may contact Jane Blackerby

at 336-248-2140, ext. 205

or email jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

for additional information.

WINNIE GREEN SCHOLARSHIP

PRESCHOOL ENROLLING
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NUTS ON A MISSION

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we

collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's

Pantry each month. We are setting

ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.

Your donations of canned mixed vegetables may be

placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church

lobby. 

Collected for March:  54 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 

Crisis Ministry is distributed to families

and individuals in need through their food

pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to

this small but important offering is greatly

appreciated!

Collected for March: 90 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local

helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a

small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 

At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),

these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts

are an easy, economical way to support our

local missions. Available in regular salt or

lightly salted. To purchase, please contact

the church office.

SHELTER OVERNIGHT STAYS

Below is the current schedule for volunteers to stay

overnight at the Homeless Shelter. We cover the 3rd and

4th Wednesdays of each month. During this time of

Coronavirus Protection Protocol, we do not know

what Crisis Ministry's plan is with respect to our

overnight hosts. Please contact our shelter liaison

C r a i g  K o o n t z  a t  3 3 6 - 5 7 5 - 5 0 9 6  o r

ckoontz50@gmail.com, to find out about staying

overnight and whether this will also be suspended. 

Volunteer Schedule:

April 15 Chris Brookshire

April 22 Ed Kiefer

SHELTER MEALS

First Presbyterian is responsible for preparing and

serving a meal at Crisis Ministry on the third

Wednesday of each month. Below is the current

schedule.  During this time of Coronavirus Protection

Protocol, we do not know what Crisis Ministry's plan

is with respect to our overnight hosts. Please contact

our shelter liaison Craig Koontz at 336-575-5096 or

ckoontz50@gmail.com, to find out about staying

overnight and whether this will also be suspended. 

Meal Schedule

04/15/2020 Joyful MOJOs Sunday School Class

05/20/2020 Troop 205

FAITH IN ACTION
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Joe Check (serving in the Navy)

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)

Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)

Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)

L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues

John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease

Ed Holmes (friend of Ginger Briggs) - cancer

Crystal Dean (sister-in-law of Lisa Poston Dean)

Jeff Thobe (nephew of Nancy Gilbert) - has aggressive 

cancer, undergoing treatment

Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 

Jonah Hiller - seeing pediatric ophthalmologist

Jason, Stacy & Trent Heitman (friends of Maynard 

Edwards & Alma Carlton) - serious car accident

Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer

David Welborn - quadruple bypass

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS

Shannon Rogers (daughter of Earl & Dakota Rogers; 

cousin of Melody Durrell) - complications from

pneumonia; pray for Earl, Dakota & Melody as well

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain

Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s

Jim Supples - stage IV lung cancer

Marlon Gaskins (son-in-law of Beverly Black) - fighting 

cancer

Bob & Charlotte Rorie (friends of Gloria Bulluck)

Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - metastasized bone 

cancer; pray also for wife Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 

the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Regina Harris - recovering from heart surgery to insert a

stent

PRAYER REQUESTS

You may email prayer requests directly to:

congregationalcare@fpclexnc.com, 

or fill out and submit a prayer request form at our web

site (www.fpclexnc.com).  The requests go directly to

staff via email and are not displayed on the website.

All prayer requests are shared with Pastor Lee. 

A full copy of the prayer list may be obtained from

the church office or from our web site

(www.fpclexnc.com).  To access the list on our web

site, please contact Jeanna in the church office

(248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) to

obtain the password.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Christy Hiller

Meredith Andrews

Charles Welby 

Guy Kerley

Marian Van Zant

Kelly Greathouse

Rick Sommers

Quincy Harman

Richard Widener

Charles & Lisa Dean

Cary Lewis

Sally Lang

Kim Brafford 

Joe Sentell

Elizabeth Hamil

Pastor Lori Bowen

John Rawlings

Kitty Anderson

Kim Youmans

Carol Lemken 

Melissa Smith

Jan Bumgarner

Jeff Davis

Emelie North

Jean Marsh

Jack Hiller

Norma Abed

Sarah Ramirez

Dorothy Bumgarner

Daxton Patterson

Maureen McGonagle

Linda Rowe

Cloyd Philpott

Frank Foster

Gloria Bulluck

Marie Muskovin

Phyllis Hedrick

Tom Cavanaugh

Helen & John Lang

Jean & Ed Lavelle

G. F. Smith

Mildred Hash

Lynn & Norman Carlton

Jeff Check

Artie Walker

Jean Hann

Ann Lackey

Joan Mitchell

Navahlia Quesenberry 

Bonnie Bradley

Crissy Tribley

Lucy Finley

Bob Oates

Foster Family

Arvil & Peggy Styers

Molly McGee

Charles & Mary Lee

Warren Knotts

Cody Robertson

Betty Craver

Becky Poetzinger

Mary Beth Wheely

Coressa Anderson

Sandy Baucom
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PASTORAL CARE

Do you know of someone who would appreciate a

pastoral call? The pastor is always eager to learn of

special needs within the congregation. Pastor Lee may

be reached at the church (248-2140, ext. 202) or at

home (956-5899). Your calls are always welcome.

PRESBYTERIAN TABLE

In light of the current restaurant closing mandate,

the Presbyterian Table will not meet until it is lifted.

A schedule will be published at that time. 

Don’t worry about anything;

instead, pray about everything.

Tell God what you need, and

thank him for all he has done. 

Then you will experience God’s

peace, which exceeds anything

we can understand. His peace

will guard your hearts and

minds as you live in Christ

Jesus.

-Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)

We encourage you to join your church

family in praying the following prayer

each day for the week indicated.

Suggested prayers will be focused on

specific endeavors that we are

undertaking as a church. We encourage

you to cut out the prayer from the

newsletter and place it in a prominent place in your

home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 5

Heavenly Father, this week we are journeying with

Christ from His triumphal entry to his death on the

cross. With the disciples, we will experience elation

that turns into confusion and then fades to darkness.

Remind us, Father, of why Your Son had to die, but

let us also not forget that Sunday is coming. Our

hope rests in Jesus. Thank You, Father, for saving us,

for cleansing us, and for transforming us daily into

the people You have called us to be. In Jesus' name,

we pray, Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 12

Merciful God, You are mighty and powerful and so

much larger than we can comprehend. You have

blessed us in abundance and rescued us from sin.

You love us with an everlasting love, and Your

goodness and mercy pursue us all the days of our

lives. We praise You that Christ died and rose again.

We praise You that He holds the keys to death, hell

and the grave. We praise You because He sits at

Your right hand forevermore. We thank You that

because of Him, we are made righteous, cleansed and

whole. Thank You, Lord, for all these things and so

much more. In Jesus' name, we gratefully pray,

Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 19

Loving Father, teach us to dwell in You. Help us to

keep our eyes on Jesus rather than our circumstances.

Show us how to delight in You, how to find our rest

in You. Grant us wisdom and guide us in everything

we do. We thank You for Your love, protection, and

mercy. In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.
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