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Worship Service Live
Streamed via YouTube
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First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

I hope this message finds all of you in
good health and dealing well with the
COVID situation. The Session has
continued to work hard during this
time to make sure we are
providing the church family with a
positive spiritual experience during
these unusual times.

The Transitional Team has been
meeting since Pastor Lee's departure,
working to find the best transitional
minister for our congregation. The
team is composed of Craig Koontz,
Chair; Margaret King, Clerk; Robin
Team, Pat Ulmer, Amy  McNeill, Dave
Hiller, and Roy Rowe. 

The Presbytery appointed Rev. Brian
Rummage of New Hope Presbyterian
Church, Lexington, to serve as our
liaison to the Presbytery. He laid out
the steps involved in finding
candidates for this position. In all,
there have been five possible
candidates, each with their own unique
set of gifts and talents. The Team has
been busy reviewing résumés, 
interviewing, and checking references
on these candidates. We have enjoyed
talking with these folks. It has allowed
us to reflect on the characteristics that
are most important to us as we
progress through this process. Our goal
now is to find the perfect match for our
church. 

We may be in the final stages of this
process. We appreciate your patience
as we search for the one who will lead
us spiritually and faithfully toward our
permanent minister.

The Reopening Team, with Richard
Goff as Chair, has been charged with
preparing guidelines for us to follow
when we are able to worship again in
the sanctuary. The Presbytery has
asked that we follow CDC guidelines,
as well as those coming from the
Governor's office. With that in mind,
the Team has compiled a
comprehensive list of guidelines for
each of us to follow when we are able
to worship together in the sanctuary.
Things like taking temperatures,
wearing masks, and social distancing
are just part of the safety measures
implemented in the plan. First and
foremost, the health and safety of our
church family is paramount to our
reopening for worship. The Team
continues to monitor the status of the
pandemic in our area and will move
forward when the time is right. They
understand the need we all have for
coming together again for worship.
Please continue to pray for an end to
this crisis.

(Continued on page 2)
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(“From the Session” continued)

Another new team is the Technology
Team. It is composed of Craig Koontz,
Blake Benton, Sammy McFarland, and
Travis Fortune. Because of the
pandemic, we turned to live streaming
for our Sunday morning worship
services. Sunday School has been
attended through Zoom. We were very
spoiled as a congregation when Pastor
Lee was with us because he was so
well versed in producing our worship
services. That being said, our Tech
Team has stepped up and provided us
each week with morning worship. We
are investing in some new equipment,
which should make this experience
even better. It is a project that we hope
to continue after the pandemic is
behind us in order to allow us to
minister to those who are unable to be
in the sanctuary every Sunday.

As you remember, Meredith Trout
vacated her role as DCE to spend more
time with her three precious children.
Karen Carrickhoff has graciously
agreed to serve as interim DCE in
order to allow us to search for a
permanent replacement. Karen has hit
the ground running and is busy putting
together a curriculum for our fall
Sunday School season. We appreciate
all Karen has done to keep us on track
with our Christian education programs.

Because of the pandemic, we haven't
been able to see each other on a regular
basis. The Session has been calling all
our members to check on everyone
during this unusual time. The
Fellowship Ministry Team also put
together some gift bags and delivered
them to our members in nursing
facilities and those who are staying
close to home. These activities have
been very well received. Thanks to
Donna Bryan and her helpers for
coordinating the gift bag deliveries. A
big thank you to Jeanna for supplying
the weekly call lists.

As you can see, the church is still
going about the task of doing God's
work. My prayer is for us all to remain
safe and healthy and for the
opportunity to return to some kind of
normalcy soon. God is still working
through us each time we make a call,
hold a meeting, or pray for each other. 

Much love to you all.

Margaret King
Clerk of Session
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WHAT SHOULD THE CHURCH DO ABOUT RACISM?

WORSHIP INFORMATION

We will consider this question over the next five
weeks in Sunday School. Oneness Embraced is a
discussion of race led by Tony Evans. Join us as we
explore these questions: What should the church do
about racism? What is the most important issue about
race? How do we love each other in the United
States? “Fully encompassing areas of unity, history,
culture, the church, and social justice, Dr. Evans
looks to the scriptures for the balance between
righteousness and justice that is crucial for applying
in this generation and in training the next.”  We will
view short videos and discuss important issues. Join
us via Zoom at 9:00 AM for the next five weeks.

New to Zoom? Not sure how to begin? Give me a
call, or send me a text or email. I am happy to talk
you through getting started over the phone. 

Jan Greer
336-425-7403

jan.greer318@yahoo.com 

We are continuing online-only worship for the month
of August. Our worship service begins at 10 AM,
live-streamed via YouTube, and our Adult Sunday
School begins at 9 AM on Zoom.

You may access the worship service via a link on the
first page of the church website. There is also a link to
a copy of the bulletin for that Sunday’s service. 

You may also access current and past services by
visiting our YouTube channel at
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.  Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified
any time we add a new video.

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship
assistants, staff & guest musicians, and guest
preachers for their hard work in making our virtual
worship services possible. 

image from: tonyevans.org

We are so grateful to have the following preachers
supplying the pulpit in August:
C Aug. 16 - Rev. Sydne Check Allen
C Aug. 23 - Rev. Randy Hall
C Aug. 30 - Rev. Sydne Check Allen

First Presbyterian Action              Page 3

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.


IN MEMORIAM

REACHING OUT TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY

A NOTE OF THANKS

The congregation extends its sympathy to Glenda
Leonard and her family due to the death of her father,
Richard Dean Glassey, on July 23.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Bob
Lowe and his family due to the death of his sister-in-
law, Sally Lang, on July 30.

Please keep these families in your prayers during this
difficult time.

Most of you reading this know that Navahlia
Quesenberry has been slowly recovering for some
time in a care facility in Charlotte. We have learned
that Navahlia’s number one joy right now is receiving
cards. They serve as small visual reminders of our
love and care for her. If you feel so led, please
consider reaching out to Navahlia with a card to let
her know you’re thinking of her. Her address is: 5515
Rea Rd, Charlotte NC 28226. Also, please note that
her birthday is September 25, if you would like to
send her birthday wishes at the appropriate time as
well.

Navahlia is just one of our church members who is
separated from the rest of the church family by illness
or because of the pandemic. If you know of those in
the church family who may be homebound, or if there
are members of the church family that you’ve been
missing because we are unable to gather, please
consider sending them a card as well. In this time of
imposed disconnection, it is important that we
continue to find ways to reach out to one another,
especially to those in our church family who may be
feeling isolated at this time. If you need addresses,
please contact Jeanna in the church office for
assistance (336-248-2140; office@fpclexnc.com).

Dear FPC Family,

Thank you so much for all of your calls, kind notes,
flowers, meals, and many prayers during the recent
illness and passing of my father, Jerry Koontz. We are
grateful for the kindness and support of our church
family, especially during this time when we aren’t
able to gather face-to-face. Your expressions of love
and sympathy have been a great source of comfort. 

With love,
Joy, Ryan, Emmy, Caroline, & Anne-Riley Harman
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing
program that can be run on a computer or a smart
phone, to conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to
meet together, to see each other, and to talk just like
we are in a room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage
you to download the application and install it. This
will allow you to participate in whatever online
gatherings we might have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for
some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone:
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-
meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zo
om.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might not have either a
computer or a smart phone, but there is a way you can
still participate over a regular phone. The access
number is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID
number.

• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by
the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this
function. 

• You will be asked to say your name followed by
the #sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be
added to the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 10 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have
to do is follow the above directions and use the
meeting ID: 295 249 020. Once you have joined, you
will be able to hear the audio from the worship
service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go
to the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch
the service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 10 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818
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NUTS ON A MISSION

TECH TEAM UPDATE

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we
collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's
Pantry each month. We are setting
ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.

Your donations of canned mixed vegetables may be
placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. 

Collected for July: 106 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for July: 97 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

Our church is responsible for providing adult male
volunteers to stay overnight at the Homeless Shelter on
the third and fourth Wednesdays of each month. We are
also responsible for providing and serving a meal on the
third Wednesday of each month for the shelter residents. 

If you would like to volunteer to serve in either
capacity, please contact Bill Keesler with the Faith in
Action Ministry Team at (336) 250-0439.

Greetings Friends. I thought it would be good to start
providing some "behind the scenes" information
regarding our live streaming journey we have been on
now for the last few months, as well as to explain any
issues we have had.  As a great example, if you tuned in
to the July 26th service, you might have noticed it was
cut a little short. Unfortunately, our software we use for
streaming picked a bad time to freeze up on us. We
believe we know what happened and are taking steps to
try to prevent this in the future, as well as looking into
ways to have a "backup" in the future where we could
post the full service after the fact if an issue occurs. 

We have some exciting upgrades planned as this
ministry continues to grow, which I will explain in
future newsletters.  If you have any interest in helping
(training will be provided), or have any comments or
suggestions, please feel free to reach out.  

Blake Benton - blakebenton@gmail.com

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Ed Holmes (friend of Ginger Briggs) - cancer
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer
Arvil Styers (father of Celia Stalvey) - has suffered 

strokes
Jessica & Sian (neighbors of the Vander Schaafs) - 

home burned down
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Terri & Tom Lamb
Abby Oliver (relative of Lucy Finley) - 15 year old, has 

blood clot on the brain which resulted in full body
paralysis

Tom Keesler (brother of Bill Keesler) - battling lung 
cancer

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Bob & Charlotte Rorie (friends of Gloria Bulluck)
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Travis Fortune - recovering from surgery to repair 
ligament damage

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Patty Yohn (friend of Nancy Gilbert) - nueroblastoma; 
recovering from brain surgery

Ray Entwistle (brother of Faith Albert) - recovering
from stroke & surgery
Nancy Van Hevelingen - dealing with various health 

challenges

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs

of those on our prayer list, please communicate
updates and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna

(336-248-2140, ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Our online prayer list is password protected. 

If you need the password, please contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during
this time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves

you, so put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER CONCERNS

The Hillers
Meredith Andrews
Charles Welby 
Guy & Billie Kerley
Marian Van Zant
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Sally Lang
Joe Sentell
Bill Schwartz

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Emelie North
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
David Welborn
Marlon Gaskins
Joan Mitchell

Jeff Thobe
David & Nancy Waitt
Carlton Berg
Joyce Allison
Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Rob Wright
Cary Lewis

G. F. Smith
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Coressa Anderson
Sid Batts
Brenda Casteel
Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Denise Gilbert
Crissy Tribley
The Kiefers

Bob Oates
Foster Family
Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craver
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
Ken Vander Schaaf
Crystal Dean
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The church office is currently open Monday-Thursday
from 9 AM-12 PM and 1 PM-5 PM. The church office
is closed on Fridays, but Jeanna may be reached during
normal operating hours (9 AM-12 PM) on Fridays by
calling the church and dialing her extension (336-248-
2140, ext. 201), or she may be reached by email
(office@fpclexnc.com).

Have you checked out our customized library lately?
We encourage you to explore RightNow Media and see
what they have to offer. There is content for all ages,
groups, and ministries, and all of it is available to you as
a member of the FPC family at no cost to you! Content
can be accessed on your computer or laptop,  tablet or
smartphone (download the app) or even on your TV via
ROKU, Amazon Fire Stick, or Apple TV. 

If you have never logged on to RightNow Media, you
can create your free account by visiting our website
(www.fpclexnc.com), hovering your mouse over the
“Media” tab at the top of the page, and clicking on the
“RightNow” link from the drop-down menu. On the
RightNow page, scroll to the end of the article and click
the link to sign up or text RightNow FPCLEX to
41411.

If you signed up for RightNow previously and cannot
remember what email address you signed up with,
please contact Jeanna for assistance. If you know the
email but have forgotten the password, please visit
rightnowmedia.org, click the “login” button at the top
right of the screen, and choose the “Forgot password”
link. Follow the instructions to reset your password.

RNM is a great way to entertain the kids while helping
them learn Biblical principles and stories, and it’s also
a wonderful tool for personal spiritual growth. Why not
logon today and browse their extensive library? Our
view our customized library by visiting
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/CustomLibrary/3429. 
Your next study or devotion is waiting to be discovered!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURSWe encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on specific
endeavors that we are undertaking as
a church. We encourage you to cut out the prayer
from the newsletter and place it in a prominent place
in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 9
Holy Lord, Your word says that Your joy is our
strength, and yet we sometimes succumb to the blahs
and the blues. Sometimes we don’t feel that joy. But
Your word also says that it is You who illuminates
our darkness, and so we ask You, Father God, to
shine Your light into the dark places in our lives and
drive out the shadows, to fill us with Your joy and
lift us out of the doldrums. Turn our faces toward the
Son, so we may remember our Hope.  We give You
all praise, glory and honor, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 16
Gracious God, we find ourselves in a time where
circumstances have worked against the Church and
its mission. We thank You, Father, that You have
helped us find ways to continue to connect with one
another and with You. As we navigate what may well
be a “new normal” - at least for the time being - we
give You praise, for we know that we are in Your
hands and that the gates of hell itself shall not prevail
against Your Church*. We pray this in Jesus’ holy
name, with thanks. Amen.

* Matthew 16:18

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 23
Heavenly Father, You have been faithful. You will
always be faithful. Thank You, Lord, for Your great
love for us. You know when we sit down, You know
when we stand up. You know when we come in and
when we go out.* You know each of us intimately,
and knowing this, we can rest with assurance in Your
love. With grateful hearts, we pray this in Jesus'
name. Amen.

* Psalm 139

RIGHTNOW MEDIA
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