
A NOTE FROM THE CLERK

September 16, 2020 Vol. 194  No. 17

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

In my daily devotional there was a
story about a group of neighborhood
boys who loved to play football. Every
day after school they would leave the
worries of school behind and run to
the playground for their game. One of
the kids had a dad who had a great arm
and had a great passion for football. As
soon as he would pull into the
driveway, the boys would start yelling
for him to come and join the game.
Loving the game the way he did he
couldn’t resist. The dad would ask
“Who’s losing?” and would
immediately join that team. He wanted
to keep things fair.

His presence in the huddle changed the
whole game. He brought confidence,
strength, and a good plan to the game.
The boys would circle around him and
listen intently while he told them what
they were to do. His words became the
focus of the team. The other team was
anxious because they knew the side he
joined now had a new leader, a new
plan, a new focus. He brought new life
to that team.

God does the same thing for us. We
often need a new plan, a new way of
approaching our lives. We need a new
leader, someone with confidence,
strength, and passion. 

When we make God the focus of our
new plan and listen intently to His
word things just start to click. As the
transition team continues its search for
a transitional minister we must allow
God to be the focus, to be at the center
of our decision making. We must use
the confidence, strength and passion
He brings to the “huddle” to guide us
towards the best person to lead our
church family.

Heavenly Father, please continue to be
at the center of our search. Guide us
with confidence, strength, and passion
as we search for the very best minister
for our church family. Amen.

Blessings…

Margaret King
Clerk of Session
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YOUTH NEWS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

First 
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff

Interim Director of Christian Ed
Mrs. Karen Carrickhoff
karenc@fpclexnc.com

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Director of Contemporary Worship
Mr. Jack Harman
jharman@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Connie Burleson
cburleson@fpclexnc.com

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is
a 5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by
the Wednesday before publication.

Troop 205 will begin their new year on
Tuesday, September 15. They will
follow the same protocols as YD’s and
Acts Alive when they meet.

The Young Disciples (YD’s) will kick
off their new year with a pool & pizza
party on Sunday, September 20, 1:00-
4:00 PM at Lexi’s Place (908 Country
Club Drive, Lexington). All middle
schoolers are welcome - please bring a
towel and a friend! Parents should plan
to walk their child in so they can sign a
form. Please RSVP to Adrianne Staten
(336-250-6417) if you plan to attend.

Please be in prayer for all our youths
and their leaders  as they begin
meeting again.

We had a lower-than-usual response to
our Time and Talent campaign held
earlier in the year. With outdoor
services underway and the possibility
of moving back indoors later this year,
we still need folks willing to help in
many ways in the church, but
especially in the area of our worship
services. If you would like to volunteer
to serve in any capacity, please contact
Elders Pat Ulmer
(pulmer62@gmail.com) or Phyllis
McGee (pymcgee@gmail.com), who
oversee the Worship Ministry Team, or
Clerk of Session Margaret King
(kingmt@live.com) and let them
know. If you would like a copy of the
Time and Talent form emailed or snail-
mailed to you, please contact Jeanna
(336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) and let her
know. Many thanks to everyone for
their service to our Lord and to our
church family.
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP GUIDELINES

We continue to hold outdoor worship services each
Sunday morning at 11 AM.  Thank you in advance for
observing the following guidelines as we worship God
and assure the safety of all.  If you do not
feel comfortable attending worship, please
know we understand.  Also, if you are
feeling bad, please stay at home and enjoy
the service on the  live stream.  

We will meet outdoors on the front lawn
of the church. – We have not worshiped
together for a long time.  Although we
cannot meet in the sanctuary yet, with fall
approaching, now is good time to meet
outside.  Our front yard is perfect for this
with some shade trees, and our front
entrance is a perfect stage.

Worship will be at 11 a.m. – We are moving to an
11:00 service so that we can have Sunday school at 9:00
via Zoom, then have time to get to church for the
outside worship service.

Bring your own lawn chairs/blankets. –  If you cannot
bring a chair, let the church office know, and we have a
few that we can provide for you.  If you want to bring an
umbrella or wear a hat, please do, since we do not know
how the sun will be that day.  Bring water bottles and
sunscreen, if you wish.

Upon arrival, the ushers will meet you at one of two
entrances. – Collection baskets will be stationed at the
entrance for offerings.  You will be directed to an
appropriate circle that will accommodate your
family….please allow the ushers to help you get
situated.  This way, social distancing can be observed.

Social distancing & wearing masks – We will mark the
family circles where people can sit that are six feet
apart.  Please keep your family within the circle during
the service.  We will also require worshipers to wear
masks or face guards. If you don't have one, we'll be
happy to provide a mask for you.  Masks should remain
on throughout the service.  Hand sanitizing stations will
also be provided for your use. 

Casual attire and atmosphere – It's summertime, and
we're outside, so dress comfortably.  Shorts are great!
Young kids? Feel free to bring a blanket with toys for

them to play with.

Bathroom plan – We have designated the
bathrooms at the 3rd Avenue entrance for
emergency use only.  Please see an usher to
let you into the church if necessary, but
please use the restroom prior to your
arrival. Both bathrooms will receive a
"deep clean" by our janitorial service the
following day.

Sound system – We'll use a portable system
to project sound so all can hear.

Parking for those who want to remain in cars – We'll
have some designated parking spots on the street for
those who prefer to sit in their cars, roll down their
windows, and listen to the service from a distance. 

Continue Zoom/YouTube Live – Our online services
have reached our congregation during the pandemic, so
we are committed to continuing this as we re-gather.
We will continue to broadcast our outdoor worship
services through Zoom (audio only) and YouTube Live. 

Continue online posting of the Order of Worship – We
invite people to bring their own bulletin on Sunday,
either on their phones/tablets or by printing  their own
copies (we will provide a limited number of paper
copies as well). This will also allow us to easily switch
to virtual-only worship should rainy/stormy weather on
Sunday morning keep us from meeting in person.

Exiting the service – After the benediction, the ushers
will direct you to an exit so as to maintain  social
distancing…thank you for helping with this procedure. 
Please don't approach others outside of your family
group without maintaining social distance and wearing
a mask.

Inclement weather – We will notify the congregation
by the church website and/or Facebook if the morning
worship service is cancelled.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff, Interim DCE

LIVE STREAMING
A NOTE OF THANKS

I encourage you all to take advantage of RightNow
Media during this time of social distancing. You will
find studies and videos for adults, middle & high
school youth, and children that cover a wide range of
topics.

Log in to your RightNow Media account, available to
you through our church for free, and explore what is
available. I highly recommend:
C  “Oneness Embraced” by Tony Evans. This is an

excellent study on racism.
C Families with young children or grandchildren can

experience 5 minute family devotions with “Jesus,
Messiah, Teacher, King” and “Old Testament
Heroes” found in the children’s section.

We are never social distanced from strengthening our
FAITH!

 If you don’t have a RightNow Media account, you
can sign up for free by texting RightNow FPCLEX
to 41411 or by visiting our website
(www.fpclexnc.com), hovering your mouse over the
"Media" tab at the top of the page, and clicking on the
"RightNow" link from the drop-down menu. On the
RightNow page, scroll to the end of the article and
click the link to sign up.  

We continue to broadcast our worship services via
live stream for those who cannot be there in person,
beginning at 11 AM each Sunday. Also, don’t forget
about our Adult Sunday School, which begins at 9
AM on Zoom!

You may access the worship service via a link on the
home page of the church website. There is also a link
to a copy of the bulletin for that Sunday’s service.  

You may also access current and past services by
visiting our YouTube channel at
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.  Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified
any time we add a new video.

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship
assistants, staff & guest musicians, and guest
preachers for their hard work in making our  worship
services possible. 

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all your
wonderful, beautiful
expressions of loving
Christian friendship and
support over the last few
weeks. We appreciate all
you have done to surround
us with love and care.

With much love,
Jim & Bonnie Graham
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OUR CHURCH NOW PART OF A MATTHEW 25 PRESBYTERY

Salem Presbytery, of which First Presbyterian Church
of Lexington is a member, has identified itself as a
Matthew 25 Presbytery.

With about 200 people attending via Zoom, voting
members overwhelmingly approved the designation
on Aug. 15 in the first Salem Presbytery meeting
since the Pandemic spread across the United States.

The Matthew 25 initiative, launched by the 2016 and
2018 General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church
USA, is based on the Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats (Verses 31-46).  In the parable, Jesus said
people who fed him when he was hungry, gave him
something to drink when he was thirsty, invited him
in when he was a stranger, clothed him when he
needed clothes, looked after him when he was sick, or
visited him in prison will inherit eternal life.

The righteous will ask when they did these things for
him, Jesus said.  "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'"

PCUSA leaders see Matthew 25 as a way to inspire
members, reinvigorate churches, and unite the
denomination.

The Rev. Dr. Diane Moffitt, former pastor of St.
James Presbyterian Church in Greensboro and former
moderator of Salem Presbytery, now oversees the
initiative as executive director and president of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency in Louisville, KY.  She
said it will lead to more active engagement of
members in congregations, the community, and the
world.

The initiative has three focuses for 2019-2020:
1. Building congregational vitality
2. Dismantling structural racism
3. Eradicating systemic poverty.

In a discussion of the initiative in a lengthy report on
the state of Salem Presbytery, Steve Scott, who retired
Aug. 31 after nearly two and a half years as
transitional general presbyter, concentrated primarily
on the focus on racism.

"The events of recent months provide fresh evidence
of the urgency of our need to dismantle structural
racism and our need to stand in solidarity with those
who suffer from the effects of racism," Scott wrote. 
"Those of us who are White inherit a particular legacy
since the former Presbyterian Church in the United
States, to which most of the congregations of Salem
Presbytery belonged, was before that the Presbyterian
Church in the Confederate States of America.

 "Our ancestors in faith provided the ideological
underpinning of slavery.  Some of our ancestors
bought and sold enslaved people, sometimes dividing
families.  Some of our churches included enslaved
people as members…

"Someone might object that was more than 150 years
ago, but, in the biblical proverb, 'The parents have
eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on
edge;' we have inherited, and we continue to deal
with, consequences of choices our ancestors made. 
The extent to which we profess unawareness
demonstrates how pervasive racism is in our midst."

Becoming a Matthew 25 Presbytery was discussed at
two or more other Salem Presbytery meetings before
the Aug. 15 vote, said Frank Dew of Greensboro, a
moderator of the Presbytery's Peace and Justice Task
Force.  He and co-moderator Stuart Taylor of Elkin
said even before the vote at least six congregations in
the Presbytery had designated themselves as Matthew
25 churches - something the denomination is
encouraging.  One of those congregations might be
our cross-county neighbor, First Presbyterian Church
of Thomasville.  

As members of a Matthew 25 Presbytery, perhaps
additional congregations in Salem Presbytery will
decide to declare themselves Matthew 25 churches.

Bill Keesler, chair
Race Unification Committee
wkeesler@triad.rr.com
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing
program that can be run on a computer or a smart
phone, to conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to
meet together, to see each other, and to talk just like
we are in a room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage
you to download the application and install it. This
will allow you to participate in whatever online
gatherings we might have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for
some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone:
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-
meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zo
om.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might not have either a
computer or a smart phone, but there is a way you can
still participate over a regular phone. The access
number is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID
number.

• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by
the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this
function. 

• You will be asked to say your name followed by
the #sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be
added to the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 10 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have
to do is follow the above directions and use the
meeting ID: 295 249 020. Once you have joined, you
will be able to hear the audio from the worship
service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go
to the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch
the service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 10 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we
collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's
Pantry each month. We are setting
ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.

Your donations of canned mixed vegetables may be
placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. 

Collected for August: 82 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for August: 127 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

Please mark your calendars!

Golf FORe Good
A Fundraising Event for

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry

Saturday, October 24, 2020

Four man captain's choice.
Costs - $60 per player

($240 per team).
Sponsor opportunities

also available.
Sign-up sheets are available
from the FPC church office.

For more information,
please contact:

Glenn O'Shea – 336 247 1692
David Durrell – 336 926 6204
Patrick Miller – 336 479 1442

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items for
Davidson Medical Ministries as part of Touching
Davidson County with Love. Due to COVID
restrictions, we were unable to collect these items as
planned. DMMC is still in need, and we are now in a
position to resume our collections. You may bring your
donations to the church and place them in the
designated area under the tv in the lobby. The item
collection cards are posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board in the Third Avenue hallway and are also
listed below. Thank you  for your continued support of
this ministry.  Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand
towels, combs, toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens,
large paper clips, and tape.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Terri & Tom Lamb
Tom Keesler (brother of Bill Keesler) - battling lung 

cancer
Tom Lackey - recovering from broken foot
Chuck Graham - recovering from surgery

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Travis Fortune - recovering from surgery to repair 
ligament damage

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Nancy Van Hevelingen - receiving wound care for legs, 
dealing with other challenges

The congregation extends its sympathy to Jim Beall and
Bonnie Graham and their family due to the death of
their daughter, Charlotte Graham Gingerelli, on August
30. She was en route to sing for our Lord and Savior.
Please keep the Grahams in your prayers, as well as
Charlotte’s husband, Marc Gingerelli, and daughters
Anna Lucy and Francie. 

Marc Gingerelli & family
54 Doc’s Hill, Raphine VA 24472

Emory & Tom Valley
5589 Tanglewood Drive, Ann Arbor MI 48105

Jim Beall & Katie Graham
4305 Avenue D, Austin TX 78751

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Joel &
Joan Lawrence and their family due to the death of
Joel’s mother, Camille Lawrence. Please keep the
Lawrences in your prayers as well.

Joel & Joan Lawrence
5068 Savio Drive
Round Rock TX 78665

*Please contact the church office
if you need any of these
addresses.

PRAYER CONCERNS

The Hillers
Meredith Andrews
Charles Welby 
Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Joe Sentell
Bill Schwartz
Abby Oliver
Patty Yohn

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Emelie North
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Joan Mitchell
Brinley Kiefer
Cary Lewis

Jeff Thobe
David & Nancy Waitt
Carlton Berg
Joyce Allison
Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Rob Wright

G. F. Smith
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Coressa Anderson
Sid Batts
Brenda Casteel
Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Al & Denise Gilbert
Crissy Tribley

Bob Oates
Foster Family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craver
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
Ken Vander Schaaf
Crystal Dean
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The church has received gifts in loving memory of
Mrs. Sally Lang from Bob Oates & Becky
Poetzinger and Burr & Rebecca Sullivan, designated
to the Memorial Fund, and from Regina Harris,
designated to the Garden Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mr. Jerry Koontz from Bill Keesler & Barbara
Presnell, designated to Acts Alive.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of
Mrs. Marian Van Zant from Anna & Stanford
Baird, designated to the Memorial Fund, and Rebecca
& Burr Sullivan, designated to Presbyterian Women.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of
Mrs. Mildred Hash from Regina Harris, designated
to the Garden Fund, and from Rebecca & Burr
Sullivan, designated to Presbyterian Women.

The church has received a gift in honor of Joy, Ryan,
Emily, Caroline, & Anne Riley Harman from Bill
Keesler & Barbara Presnell, designated to Acts Alive.

The church has received gifts in honor of Navahlia
Quesenberry from the Jim Beall Graham Family and
Cassandra & Bob Husted, designated to the Memorial
Fund.

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs
of those on our prayer list, please communicate
updates and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna
(336-248-2140, ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Our online prayer list is password protected. 
If you need the password, please contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during
this time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves
you, so put your trust in the Lord.

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on specific
endeavors that we are undertaking
as a church. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 13
Father-God, so often we try to run ahead of You or
move forward on our own. We forget that Your eyes
see so many things that ours do not, and that we need
Your strength and power. Help us to wait on You.
Let us never grow weary of seeking Your will,
listening for Your voice, and waiting patiently for
Your timing. Empower us through Your Holy Spirit
to be an obedient people. In Jesus’ mighty name, we
pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 20
Almighty God, You Who made heaven and earth and
set the earth on its foundations*, we praise You and
worship You, for You are worthy to be praised! We
know that nothing is impossible for You. There is
nothing You cannot do. Thanks You, God, for loving
us and protecting us and for helping us to follow
Your Son.  In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

*Psalm 104:5

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 27
Unchanging God, we find ourselves in a time when
so much is up in the air, circumstances are subject to
change more than ever, and so much is uncertain.
The storms of life blow around us, forceful and
chaotic. But You, O God, are our Rock and our
Fortress. In You, we rest secure. The storms may
threaten and blow mightily, but You are mightier
still. You are our constant, the one thing that we can
always count on. Thank You, God, for Your
unfailing love, Your unchanging grace, and Your
constant faithfulness. We pray this with grateful
hearts, in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Sundays - 11:00 AM

side lawn between FPC & FUMC

Please wear your face masks, practice social
distancing, and follow the guidelines found in this

edition of the newsletter.

The service will be live streamed on YouTube at 11
AM - https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.
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