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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Greetings on behalf of the Session.

The Session held its monthly stated
meeting on Sunday, September 20,
2020. Here are some of the highlights.

C The Session approved the contract
terms and job description for our
new interim minister, Rev. Nancy
Dederer, presented by the
Transition Team. On Thursday the
Commission on Ministry of Salem
Presbytery accepted the team’s
request for Rev. Dederer to join us
as our transitional minister. She
will begin on October 6 and her
first Sunday in the pulpit will be
October 11. More information will
be coming soon.

C The Session examined and
accepted in to our church family
the following new members: Macie
Anderson, Irene Sorensen, and
Tom & Jennifer Sarette. Each
shared their faith journey and how
they see themselves participating in
the life of the church. We will
formally introduce them to the
congregation at a morning service
TBD.

C The Reopening Committee
reported that the outdoor services
are being well attended. We plan to
continue these services until

weather will not allow it. A big
thank you to Bill McMurray and
his many helpers for making this
possible. 

C Richard Goff also reported on
behalf of the Reopening Committee 
that the BUDD group will be in our
building on September 29 to
sanitize the church.

C The Preschool is set to reopen on
October 5, 2020. It will open, under
the direction of Jane Blackerby,
with two classrooms of 7 children
and 2 adults each. These are the
pre-k classes. Strict protocols will
be in place for parents, teachers,
and children. If all goes well, the
Session will entertain the
possibility of expanding the
classrooms to include 3 year olds in
January 2021. Jane has worked
hard to prepare for the arrival of
staff and children. We wish her a
safe and smooth opening.

C The church family is reminded of
the following fall activities:
Chicken Pie/Spaghetti Sale to take
place in October; Operation 
Christmas Child in November.
More information to come.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Session Digest continued)

C Our Worship/Music Ministry team
has worked hard to provide us with
wonderful supply ministers and lay
leaders during this transitional
time. A big thank you goes out to
Pat Ulmer and Phyllis McGee for
their contributions to our morning
worship services. Our Technology
Team has also been very
instrumental in securing the
necessary equipment we needed for
live streaming of our service each
Sunday. Thanks to Blake Benton,
Craig Koontz, Ben Kiefer, and
Sammy McFarland for their hard
work to ensure our worship service
is accessible.

C Karen Carrickhoff, Interim DCE,
reported that Zoom Sunday School
has been well attended. The group
just finished the Tony Evans series
“Oneness Embraced.”  She also
made a proposal for outdoor
Sunday School for K-5 children,
high school kids, and younger adult
groups to begin meeting in
October. The groups will be
scattered around the yard of the
church. Middle school children will
have a Sunday School lesson at the
beginning of their YD program on
Sunday evenings. 

C Youth groups will alternate weeks
that they meet.  That is, Acts Alive
will meet on a Sunday evening, and
YD’s will meet the next Sunday.
Scouts will continue meeting as
well. All groups will continue to
follow safety protocols to maintain
a healthy environment for all.

C The Building & Grounds Ministry
Team reported that several repairs
have been addressed in and around
the church. Thank you to Richard
Goff and Sammy McFarland for
their efforts to keep our building in
good repair.

As you can see, the ministry teams of
the church have been busy. Even in a
period of transition and Covid
constraints  “...the show must go on.”
All these Session ministry teams are to
be commended for sharing their time
and talents with the church family to
ensure we have a meaningful service
each Sunday, our families’ needs are
met, and all members are reached
through phone calls each week. Joshua
24:15 reminds us to “choose this day
whom you will serve...But as for me
and my household, we will serve the
Lord.” Let us continue to serve the
Lord with joy and love by
demonstrating our love to Him and His
people each day.

Blessings…

Margaret King
Clerk of Session
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP GUIDELINES

We continue to hold outdoor  worship services each
Sunday morning at 11 AM.  Thank you in advance for
observing the following guidelines as we worship God
and assure the safety of all.  If you do not
feel comfortable attending worship, please
know we understand.  Also, if you are
feeling bad, please stay at home and enjoy
the service on the  live stream.  

We will meet outdoors on the  lawn of
the church. –  Although we cannot meet
in the sanctuary yet, with fall approaching,
now is good time to meet outside.  Our
yard is perfect for this with some shade
trees.

Worship will be at 11 a.m. – We are moving to an
11:00 service so that we can have Sunday school at 9:00
via Zoom, then have time to get to church for the
outside worship service.

Bring your own lawn chairs/blankets. –  If you cannot
bring a chair, let the church office know, and we have a
few that we can provide for you.  If you want to bring an
umbrella or wear a hat, please do, since we do not know
how the sun will be that day.  Bring water bottles and
sunscreen, if you wish.

Upon arrival, the ushers will meet you at one of two
entrances. – Collection baskets will be stationed at the
entrance for offerings.  You will be directed to an
appropriate circle that will accommodate your
family….please allow the ushers to help you get
situated.  This way, social distancing can be observed.

Social distancing & wearing masks – We will mark the
family circles where people can sit that are six feet
apart.  Please keep your family within the circle during
the service.  We will also require worshipers to wear
masks or face guards. If you don't have one, we'll be
happy to provide a mask for you.  Masks should remain
on throughout the service.  Hand sanitizing stations will
also be provided for your use. 

Casual attire and atmosphere – We're outside, so dress
comfortably.  Young kids? Feel free to bring a blanket
with toys for them to play with.

Bathroom plan – We have designated the bathrooms at
the 3rd Avenue entrance for emergency use only. 

Please see an usher to let you into the
church if necessary, but please use the
restroom prior to your arrival. Both
bathrooms will receive a "deep clean" by
our janitorial service the following day.

Sound system – We'll use a portable system
to project sound so all can hear.

Parking for those who want to remain in
cars – We'll have some designated parking
spots on the street for those who prefer to
sit in their cars, roll down their windows,
and listen to the service from a distance. 

Continue Zoom/YouTube Live – Our online services
have reached our congregation during the pandemic, so
we are committed to continuing this as we re-gather.
We will continue to broadcast our outdoor worship
services through Zoom (audio only) and YouTube Live. 

Continue online posting of the Order of Worship – We
invite people to bring their own bulletin on Sunday,
either on their phones/tablets or by printing  their own
copies (we will provide a limited number of paper
copies as well). This will also allow us to easily switch
to virtual-only worship should rainy/stormy weather on
Sunday morning keep us from meeting in person.

Exiting the service – After the benediction, the ushers
will direct you to an exit so as to maintain  social
distancing…thank you for helping with this procedure. 
Please don't approach others outside of your family
group without maintaining social distance and wearing
a mask.

Inclement weather – We will notify the congregation
by the church website and/or Facebook if the morning
worship service is cancelled.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff, Interim DCE

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Elementary & High School Sunday School are
Stepping Out!

Our outdoor worship services have been very
successful, so the next step is to meet outside with the
PreK-5th Grade and High School Sunday School
classes - weather permitting - for the month of
October. Zoom burnout and scheduling conflicts
proved to be a huge stumbling block, which prompted
us to make this decision.

PreK through 5th grades met together for the first
time this past Sunday. It was so good to see smiling
eyes above their masks! This is a multi-aged class
using the One Room Sunday School model by
Cokesbury, meeting at 10:15 AM in the back
courtyard, between the Preschool and Fellowship
Hall.

Parents of these children are holding their own
social-distanced class around the fountain using The
Wired Word. 

High schoolers will begin meeting outside this
Sunday, October 4, with Robin Team.

The Adult Zoom Sunday School just began a six-
week study on Galatians by Kyle Idleman, the video
for which can be found on our customized library
shelf at RightNow Media.

If you don’t have a RightNow Media account, you can
sign up for free by texting RightNow FPCLEX to
41411 or by visiting our website
(www.fpclexnc.com), hovering your mouse over the
"Media" tab at the top of the page, and clicking on the
"RightNow" link from the drop-down menu. On the
RightNow page, scroll to the end of the article and
click the link to sign up.  

1 - Emelie North
2 - Gordon Wright
3 - Max Graham Dinges
4 - Luke Staten, Isabella Henderson
5 - Tom Eller
6 - Dottie McGirt, Emma Turlington,

Jonah Hiller
7 - Connie Klump
8 - Brandy Hondros, Zach White
9 - Kinsley Zehmer, Madison Zehmer
10 - Lisa Poston Dean

12 - Bill Atkinson
15 - Sammy McFarland
16 - Donna Bryan
19 - MaryAnn Farthing, 

Meredith Andrews
22 - Sally Davis
23 - Terri Lamb, Neida Ramirez
24 - Fran Morton
25 - Jim Beall Graham, Christine Johnson
28 - Ben Stalvey
30 - Taylor Hood
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COMMUNION OBSERVED OCTOBER 4

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR OCTOBER

IN MEMORIAM

Sunday, October 4, is World Communion Sunday.
We will join countless other believers around the
globe in observing the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper on this Sunday. Those attending the outdoor
service will be give a prepackaged set of elements as
they enter the grounds. Those planning to join us via
YouTube live should prepare their elements and have
them ready when the service begins at 11 AM. The
Rev. Sydne Check will be our guest preacher. 

Ushers for October: Bill Bryan, Ben Stalvey, Walter
Fulp, Maynard Edwards

Elder Greeter for October: Beverly Black

Lay Leaders for October: (4) Robin Team; (11) Pat
Ulmer; (18) Cathy Fulp; (25) Beth Parrott

The congregation extends its sympathy to Glenda &
Eddie Leonard and their family due to the death of
Glenda’s mother, Cynthia Glassey, on September 15.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Bob
Lowe and his family due to the death of his beloved
nephew, James Lowe, on September 20.

The congregation further extends its sympathy to
Nancy & Jeff Check and their family due to the death
of Nancy’s father, Charles Welby, on September 22.

Please keep all of these families in your prayers.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

LIVE STREAMING
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The church has received a gift in honor of Bonnie &
Jim Beall Graham from Bill Keesler & Barbara
Presnell, designated to the Memorial Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Marian Van Zant from Charles & Jeri Bowyer,
designated to the Music Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mr. Ray Entwistle from Bob Oates & Becky
Poetzinger, designated to the Memorial Fund.

The church has received a gift in honor of Navahlia
Quesenberry from Ann & Bill McMurray,
designated to the Memorial Fund.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of
Mrs. Charlotte Graham Gingerelli, designated to
the Memorial Fund, from: Chuck, Faye, and Chad
Graham and Tina Graham Steed and family; Clifton
& Jan Pickett, Meredith & Will Vaughn, Jenny &
Bren Varner, Sandra & Wayne Michael, Mr. & Mrs.
Mark Steven Smith, Wayne & Judy Johnson, Gary &
Sue Wikstrom, Raymond & Catherine Coltrain, David
& Barbara Smith, Walt & Tricia Rouse, Bob Lowe,
Burr & Rebecca Sullivan, Susan & Ken Gardner,
David & Kitty Chadwick, Kent & Patricia Troxler,
Bill Keesler & Barbara Presnell, Betty Tucker, Bob &
Kay Timberlake, Mrs. Joe Bowers, and Erin Norris &
Eric & Kathy Norris.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Charlotte Graham Gingerelli from Bible
Study Small Group, designated to the Music Fund.

We continue to broadcast our worship services via
live stream for those who cannot be there in person,
beginning at 11 AM each Sunday. Also, don’t forget
about our Adult Sunday School, which begins at 9
AM on Zoom!

You may access the worship service via a link on the
home page of the church website. There is also a link
to a copy of the bulletin for that Sunday’s service.  

You may also access current and past services by
visiting our YouTube channel at
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.  Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified
any time we add a new video.

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship
assistants, staff & guest musicians, and guest
preachers for their hard work in making our  worship
services possible. 

We had a lower-than-usual response to our Time and
Talent campaign held earlier in the year. With outdoor
services underway and the possibility of moving back
indoors later this year, we still need folks willing to
help in many ways in the church, but especially in the
area of our worship services. If you would like to
volunteer to serve in any capacity, please contact
Elders Pat Ulmer (pulmer62@gmail.com) or Phyllis
McGee (pymcgee@gmail.com), who oversee the
Worship Ministry Team, or Clerk of Session Margaret
King (kingmt@live.com) and let them know. If you
would like a copy of the Time and Talent form
emailed or snail-mailed to you, please contact Jeanna
(336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) and let her
know. Many thanks to everyone for their service to
our Lord and to our church family.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing
program that can be run on a computer or a smart
phone, to conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to
meet together, to see each other, and to talk just like
we are in a room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage
you to download the application and install it. This
will allow you to participate in whatever online
gatherings we might have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password,
please enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone:
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-
meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zo
om.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might not have either a
computer or a smart phone, but there is a way you can
still participate over a regular phone. The access
number is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID
number.

• You will be asked for a participant ID followed
by the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this
function. 

• You will be asked to say your name followed by
the #sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be
added to the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 10 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have
to do is follow the above directions and use the
meeting ID: 295 249 020. Once you have joined, you
will be able to hear the audio from the worship
service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go
to the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch
the service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at
7:30 a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 10 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we
collect mixed vegetables for Pastor's
Pantry each month. We are setting
ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.

Your donations of canned mixed vegetables may be
placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. 

Collected for August: 82 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for September: 70 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

Golf FORe Good
A Fundraising Event for

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry

Saturday, October 24, 2020

Four man captain's choice.
Costs - $60 per player

($240 per team).
Sponsor opportunities

also available.
Sign-up sheets are available from

the FPC church office.
For more information,

please contact:

Glenn O'Shea – 336 247 1692
David Durrell – 336 926 6204
Patrick Miller – 336 479 1442

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items for
Davidson Medical Ministries as part of Touching
Davidson County with Love. Due to COVID
restrictions, we were unable to collect these items as
planned. DMMC is still in need, and we are now in a
position to resume our collections. You may bring your
donations to the church and place them in the
designated area under the tv in the lobby. The item
collection cards are posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board in the Third Avenue hallway and are also
listed below. Thank you  for your continued support of
this ministry.  Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand
towels, combs, toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens,
large paper clips, and tape.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Tom Keesler (brother of Bill Keesler) - battling lung 

cancer
Tom Lackey - recovering from broken foot
Chuck Graham - recovering from surgery
Bob Lowe
Ed Kiefer - re-fractured pelvis
Sherry Weiser

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Travis Fortune - recovering from surgery to repair 
ligament damage

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Nancy Van Hevelingen - receiving wound care for legs, 
dealing with other challenges

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates
and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140,
ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Our online prayer list
is password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER CONCERNS

The Hillers
Meredith Andrews
Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Joe Sentell
Abby Oliver
Patty Yohn
The Gingerellis

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Emelie North
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Joan Mitchell
Brinley Kiefer 

Cary Lewis
David & Nancy Waitt
Joyce Allison
Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Rob Wright

G. F. Smith
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Coressa Anderson
Sid Batts
Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Al & Denise Gilbert
Crissy Tribley

Bob Oates
Foster Family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craven
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
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The Heart of the Reformation

During October, Protestants celebrate the work of the
Reformers - Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin
and others - who brought about much needed change in
the Christian church. Basically, these four teachings
were at the heart of their contributions: 

C Word alone - The supremacy of the Bible as the
surest guide for faith and life.

C Grace alone - The supremacy of undeserved love
from God. We are counted as being right with
God when we accept God's love given to us freely,
without any human achievement.

C Faith alone - The supremacy of faith. It is only by
believing and trusting in God's promises, and
through no works of our own, that we find
salvation through Christ.

C The priesthood of all believers - Christians are
"members of one another" (Ephesians 4:25, nrsv). 

In the eyes of God, we Christians are all on the same
level. We each have a ministry to fulfill to one another
and to those outside the faith. Luther said that we are
"reciprocally and mutually one."

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on specific
endeavors that we are undertaking
as a church. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of October 4
Merciful God, we lift our Preschool up to You as
they reopen this week. We ask You to bless and
protect the staff and students. Please calm any
anxiety or fear. Help them adjust to new routines and
ways of doing things differently than before. Please
keep them safe and healthy. In Jesus’ name, we  pray.
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of October 11
Holy and Gracious Lord, day after day, we are
inundated with bad news. So much so that, at times,
it feels as though our world is about to come apart at
the seams and unravel. When the badness threatens
to overwhelm us, remind us of Your goodness.
Remind us of Your blessings in our lives. Draw our
eyes to those points of light that You’ve placed in our
paths to remind us that there is still good in this
broken world, that Your presence goes with us, and
Your Spirit dwells in us. We give You thanks as we 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of  October 18
God of All Creation, thank You for the beauty You
have surrounded us with. May we take the time to
stop and notice Your love notes to us - in the
changing colors of the leaves, in the array of Fall
flowers, in the crunch of fallen leaves beneath our
feet, and in the songs the birds sing to us. Help us to
notice the beautiful sunrises and sunsets that You
paint for us, and let our hearts be full of thanks for all
these things that You have so lovingly and carefully
made. With grateful hearts, we pray in Jesus’ holy
name. Amen.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)
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