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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

First Presbyterian Church is again
taking orders this fall for frozen
Moravian chicken pie and baked
spaghetti. Because of the Coronavirus
Pandemic, however, you will see small
changes in this annual tradition.

The sale is important because it raises
extra funds for local helping agencies
aided by First Presbyterian.

Again this year, the church is selling
large, Moravian-style chicken pies
(meat only, no veggies) that can serve
six to eight people, and large pans of
Baked Spaghetti with Meat Sauce or
Vegetarian Baked Spaghetti for $13
each.  For orders of any combination
of three of more of these items, the
price drops to $12 per item.

Small chicken pies (which can serve
one to two people) can be purchased
for $16 for a pack of four pies.  Small
chicken pies are sold only in whole
packs.

Starting immediately, orders can be
placed at the church office.  Payment is
due at the time that orders are placed. 
Checks should be made payable to
First Presbyterian Church.  The
deadline for orders is Sunday, Nov. 1.
The order form may be downloaded
and printed from our website.

Orders can be picked up on Saturday,
Nov. 7, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and on
Sunday, Nov. 8, immediately after the
11 a.m. church service until 1 p.m.
Pickup is where the process changes
because of the Pandemic.

On Saturday, instead of picking up
orders inside the church, purchasers
are asked to park outside the church on
West Third Avenue.  Please remain in
your car, and volunteers will retrieve
your order and bring it to you.

On Sunday, please come to the
Fellowship Hall entrance on West
Third Avenue, remain in a line 6 feet
apart, and a volunteer will get your
order for you.

Thank you for your patience as we try
to ensure COVID safety precautions.
Thanks to Ginger Briggs for again
volunteering to head this sale and to Jo
Leonard for helping organize it this
year.
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Publication Information
The newsletter is published
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articles to the Office Manager by
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Dear Friends,

Grace and peace to you!  I am
delighted to be here and look forward
to getting to know you better over the
coming weeks and months.  I have
appreciated the notes, emails and gifts
you have offered me as a sign of
welcome and partnership in ministry. 
It was a bit of a disappointment not to
worship outside and in person on my
first Sunday here due to the weather,
but I am grateful for a strong
technology team that allows us to
gather as part of that great iCloud of
Witnesses!  

Sunday's Old Testament Scripture was
about the Israelites’ time in the
wilderness.  With the departure of your
pastor in the spring and this long
season of Covid-19, I imagine this
interim time might feel a bit wild and
desert-like for some of you.  A rabbi
colleague and friend once told me that
the wilderness journey was a way for
God to draw the people out of their
routines, out of their burdens and labor
into a special time to worship and
reconnect with God.  In fact, when
Moses first went to Pharaoh to ask him
to "let God's people go," it was initially
for a short time to worship God. 
Eventually, of course, it turned into the
full exodus from slavery in Egypt to
freedom as God's people; but
originally, the wilderness was to be a
gift for the people to commune with
God and offer their worship and praise. 

I wonder if we might be able to shift
expectations of "wilderness/interim
time" to a holy season in which we
experience God's providence to us as
individuals and as a congregation and
grow deeper in our relationship with
our Triune God--Creator, Redeemer,
and Sustainer.  What might that look
like to you?  I hope as we journey
together we will name those places
where we see the Holy Spirit at work
and explore how God is shaping us for
ministry in this time and place.  

May God bless you with joy and hope,

Pastor Nancy

Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
Transitional Pastor
pastornancy@fpclexnc.com
336.248.2140 (office)
                       (cell: talk or text)
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICES

ZOOM CHANGES

We continue to hold outdoor  worship services each
Sunday morning at 11 AM, weather permitting.  Thank
you for observing our outdoor service guidelines
(https://www.fpclexnc.com/outdoor-worship-service-g
uidelines/) as we worship God and assure the safety of
all.  If you do not feel comfortable attending worship,
please know we understand.  Also, if you are feeling bad,
please stay at home and enjoy the service on the  live
stream.  

Reminders:  To minimize incidental contact, please
remember to bring your own bulletin, whether printed or
digital, and please remember that bathrooms are for
emergency use only. Also, we will notify the
congregation by the church website and/or Facebook if
the morning outdoor worship service is cancelled.

Recently, for security reasons, Zoom has begun requiring
either a password/passcode or the use of a waiting room,
or both. We have opted to use a password or passcode
only. All meetings currently in use by FPC have been
assigned the password of          . For the Sunday morning
worship service audio feed, if you are prompted for a
passcode, please enter     . If you have any questions,
please contact Jeanna (office @fpclexnc.com or 336-
248-2140). 
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Mobile classroom for outdoor
 Elementary Sunday School

Robin Team leads our
high school youth in their

outdoor Sunday School class.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff, Interim DCE

Our Adult Zoom Sunday School continues to meet at
8:45 each Sunday morning for a brief time of
fellowship before beginning class at 9:00. We are
currently studying Galatians through RightNow Media.

Elementary Sunday School meets in the courtyard at
10:15 AM. The children are learning all about
beginnings in the book of Genesis from Creation to
God’s special relationship with Abraham, Sarah, and
their family.

High school youth meet to discuss Faith Questions at
10:00 AM on the front lawn of the church.

Parents of our Elementary Sunday School class
students meet around the fountain to study scripture as
it relates to current events through The Wired Word.
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY

NEW MEMBERS

Sunday, November 1st is All Saints' Day.  All Saints'
Day is a universal festival of the Church. This festival
day directs our attention to the richness of Christian
history and the varied experiences of the grace of God
by lifting up the lives of the saints.

The custom of commemorating all the martyrs of the
Church on a single day goes back at least to the third
century. All Saints' Day (Nov. 1st) celebrates not only
the martyrs and saints, but all the people of God, living
and dead, who together form the mystical body of
Christ.

On this special day we will remember those saints who
have died since last November 1st.  If you have a loved
one who has died this past year and would like them to
be remembered in the bulletin and in prayer, please
contact Jeanna in the church office
(office@fpclexnc.com or 336-248-2140), giving the
person's name, date of death, and your relation to them. 

We need this information by October 25th for it to
appear in the November 1st bulletin.  In life and in
death we belong to God.  Amen.

Supply Pastor Rev. Sydne Allen
welcomes Macie Anderson and

Irene Sorenson into the
membership of the church

on October 4, 2020.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
Jane Blackerby, Director

LIVE STREAMING

"Love your neighbor as yourself" 
- Matthew 22:39

With very happy hearts and much anticipation, on
October 5th we finally came together again! We
welcomed back 12 eager Pre-K children to our First
Presbyterian Preschool family!! After over six months
of being closed, we opened our doors last Monday.
Everyone was so excited to return!  

We have new guidelines and protocols that will take
some getting used to (You can view our orientation
video at: https://tinyurl.com/FPCPreschool2020). It
won't be too terribly difficult to make these
adjustments because our first priority has always been
keeping the children safe, healthy, and happy.  It is
more about  learning new ways to do the same things
we have always tried to do.  

Our theme for this school year is "Love Your
Neighbor."  I thought it was fitting due to everything
that is going on in the world right now.  I want to thank
the Session and the church for everything you did to
support our reopening. We are hoping for a great year, 
and we are all just so happy to be back to our
Preschool neighborhood!

We continue to broadcast our worship services via live
stream for those who cannot be there in person,
beginning at 11 AM each Sunday. Also, don’t forget
about our Adult Sunday School, which begins at 9 AM
on Zoom!

You may access the worship service via a link on the
home page of the church website. There is also a link
to a copy of the bulletin for that Sunday’s service.  

You may also access current and past services by
visiting our YouTube channel at
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.  Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified any
time we add a new video.

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship
assistants, staff & guest musicians, and guest preachers
for their hard work in making our  worship services
possible. 
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing
program that can be run on a computer or a smart
phone, to conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to
meet together, to see each other, and to talk just like
we are in a room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage
you to download the application and install it. This
will allow you to participate in whatever online
gatherings we might have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password,
please enter              .

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zo
om.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

Now I know that some of you might not have either a
computer or a smart phone, but there is a way you can
still participate over a regular phone. The access
number is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID
number.

• You will be asked for a participant ID followed
by the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this
function. 

• You will be asked to say your name followed by
the #sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be
added to the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have
to do is follow the above directions and use the
meeting ID: 295 249 020. If prompted for a
passcode, please enter        . Once you have joined,
you will be able to hear the audio from the worship
service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020 (passcode        )

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818
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COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of
125 cans per month. Your donations of

canned mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's
Pantry crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for September: 75 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families
and individuals in need through their food
pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for September: 70 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

Golf FORe Good
A Fundraising Event for

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry

Saturday, October 24, 2020

Four man captain's choice.
Costs - $60 per player

($240 per team).
Sponsor opportunities

also available.
Sign-up sheets are available from

the FPC church office.
For more information,

please contact:

Glenn O'Shea –                    
David Durrell –                      
Patrick Miller –                  

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items for
Davidson Medical Ministries as part of Touching
Davidson County with Love. Due to COVID restrictions,
we were unable to collect these items as planned.
DMMC is still in need, and we are now in a position to
resume our collections. You may bring your donations to
the church and place them in the designated area under
the tv in the lobby. The item collection cards are posted
on the Faith in Action bulletin board in the Third Avenue
hallway and are also listed below. Thank you  for your
continued support of this ministry.  Items needed are:
soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs, toilet paper, paper
towels, ink pens, large paper clips, and tape.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - colon 

cancer
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Tom Keesler (brother of Bill Keesler) - battling lung 

cancer
Tom Lackey - recovering from broken foot
Chuck Graham - recovering from surgery
Bob Lowe
Ed Kiefer - re-fractured pelvis
Sherry Weiser
Emelie North - recovering from spinal fusion surgery

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Travis Fortune - recovering from surgery to repair 
ligament damage

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Nancy Van Hevelingen - receiving wound care for legs, 
dealing with other challenges

Ginger Briggs

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER CONCERNS

The Hillers
Meredith Andrews
Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Joe Sentell
Abby Oliver
Patty Yohn
The Gingerellis

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Joan Mitchell
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

David & Nancy Waitt
Joyce Allison
Cloyd Philpott
Frank Foster
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Rob Wright
The Jim Graham Family
Edwin Preschell

G. F. Smith
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Coressa Anderson
Sid Batts
Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Al & Denise Gilbert
Crissy Tribley
Hazel Frady

Bob Oates
Foster Family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craven
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
Edna Benjamin
Amelia Stansberry
Brenda Blackley
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We had a lower-than-usual response to our Time and
Talent campaign held earlier in the year. With outdoor
services underway and the possibility of moving back
indoors later this year, we still need folks willing to help
in many ways in the church, but especially in the area of
our worship services. If you would like to volunteer to
serve in any capacity, please contact Elders Pat Ulmer ( 
                ) or Phyllis McGee (                ), who oversee
the Worship Ministry Team, or Clerk of Session
Margaret King (                ) and let them know. If you
would like a copy of the Time and Talent form emailed
or snail-mailed to you, please contact Jeanna (336-248-
2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) and let her know. Many
thanks to everyone for their service to our Lord and to
our church family.

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific
to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut
out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of  October 18
God of All Creation, thank You for the beauty You
have surrounded us with. May we take the time to
stop and notice Your love notes to us - in the
changing colors of the leaves, in the array of Fall
flowers, in the crunch of fallen leaves beneath our
feet, and in the songs the birds sing to us. Help us to
notice the beautiful sunrises and sunsets that You
paint for us, and let our hearts be full of thanks for all
these things that You have so lovingly and carefully
made. With grateful hearts, we pray in Jesus’ holy
name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of October 25
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of Your
Holy Spirit - Who fills us, comforts us, teaches us,
and guides us. Help us to be sensitive to Holy Spirit’s
leading so that we may be an obedient people. Help
us to walk and live as Jesus walked and lived.
Empower us to know, understand, and keep Your
precepts. In Jesus’ name, we  pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of November 1
Merciful God, we thank You for all those who have
gone before us in the faith, who have set godly
examples for us in our lives. Thank You for the
saints now among us that continue to model Your
love and grace. We lift up to You all those brothers
and sisters in Christ who still are being persecuted
today because they hold fast to their faith in You,
Lord. We ask You to protect them and to bring them
freedom. We give You thanks as we  pray this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to
children in desperate situations around the world through
gift-filled shoeboxes and the Good News of God's love.
This program of Samaritan's Purse provides an
opportunity for people of all ages to be involved in a
simple, hands-on missions project while focusing on the
true meaning and joy of Christmas - Jesus Christ! 

Shoeboxes are available in the
lobby outside the office area. 
Simply fill your shoebox,
following the guidelines, and
then bring your shoebox to
worship by Sunday, November
22, so we can together dedicate

our shoeboxes to God's glory! 

If you wish to participate but will not be able to attend
worship on November 22, please be sure to drop your
shoeboxes off at the church before that date, as they
will be collected after worship and taken to the regional
collection site. Please note that the suggested donation
amount to help cover shipping costs is $9.00 per box. 

If you wish to make a shoebox but are avoiding stores,
Samaritan’s Purse has a tool at their website that allows
you to build a box online. Visit 
https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/b
uildonline/ and click on the “Start Building” link.  You
can choose what items to include, or you can let
Samaritan’s Purse choose for you. The cost to build a
shoebox online is $25.

Samaritan's Purse has asked that the following items no
longer be included in shoeboxes: candy, toothpaste,
war-related items (toy guns, knives, military figures),
chocolate or other food, fruit rolls or other fruit snacks,
drink mixes (powdered or liquid), liquids, lotions,
vitamins, breakable items (snow globes or glass
containers), aerosol cans.

Suggested items include:
C A "wow" item to capture the child's attention.
C Personal care items (comb/brush, toothbrush, wash

cloth, bar soap, colorful band-aids, water bottle),
clothing & accessories (shirts, pants, underwear,
socks, shoes, hat/scarf/mittens, sunglasses,
bag/purse, hair bows).

C Crafts and activities (pencils, markers, pens,
coloring books, notebooks, glue sticks, watercolor
set, play-doh, stickers, jump rope)

C Toys (foam ball, kickball with manual air pump,
finger puppets, slinky, Etch a Sketch, interactive
toys with extra batteries)

C A personal note. If you include your name and
address, your recipient has the opportunity to write
to you! You may also include a photo of you and
your family. 

After Samaritan’s Purse ships shoeboxes like yours
overseas, local believers share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
with children as they distribute them. As a result,
families are reached, new churches are started, and
communities are transformed. It all begins with you.

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
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