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DUE SUNDAY
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:00 AM

Sr. High & Children’s
Outdoor Sunday School

10:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

All shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child are due this Sunday, November
22! We will dedicate them during the
service, and in the afternoon, our helpers
will take them to the drop off center.

If you need a shoebox picked up and
delivered to the church, please contact
Joy Harman (call or text                  ). 

In the event that the worship service is
moved to online only, please drop your
shoeboxes off at the Third Avenue
(office) entrance by 11:00 AM Sunday
morning so that they may be dedicated
during the service.

Thank you all for sharing your gifts of
God’s love with children around the
world!
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FROM THE PASTORFirst
Presbyterian
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Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is
a 5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by
the Wednesday before publication.

Dear Friends-in-Christ,

Thanksgiving is just about here, and for
many of us it will be different. This
coronavirus continues to interrupt our lives
and family gatherings. With "covid-fatigue"
affecting our plans and our attitudes, it is
easy to be frustrated, impatient, or dare I
say, cranky?!  We want to be together!  We
want to sit down at a table, in the family
room, on a church pew---together.  But we
can't.  At least not safely.  I hope you will
take the advisement of our doctors and
scientists to heart and continue to follow the
3-Ws until Covid19 is no longer a threat. 
News of vaccines is looking more
promising, so we can be hopeful.

In the meantime, while we still must remain
masked and physically distanced, I offer
you this simple remedy:  Give Thanks. 
Take time this coming week to reflect on
your life.  What is most important?  How
have you seen the Holy Spirit move through
a particular person or situation?  When have
you felt God's comforting presence or
leaned mightily on the strength of Jesus? 
Give thanks for all of these blessings. 
Share these moments with friends or family
over the phone, on Zoom, in a Facebook
post, or even written down in an
old-fashioned letter.  We need to hear the
stories of joy amid the storms, the signs of
community even when we are apart, our
growing through the challenges.  Approach
this coming holiday with a grateful heart for
all Christ has done for us.

You may know the story of Now Thank We
All Our God.   Pastor Martin Rinkart lived
during the time of the Thirty Years War,
1618-1648.  His little town in Germany was
overwhelmed with refugees escaping war,
famine, and pestilence and there was much
suffering.  He was the only pastor left in the
city and conducted as many as 40-50
funerals a day.  Rinkart's wife even died,
and yet, he kept on, selflessly offering hope,
strength, and a very physical help to the
people.  Toward the end of the war, it is
said that Rinkart wanted to give his children
a song to sing at the dinner table in thanks

to God.  This hymn has become one that has
given hope to many over the years and it
reminds us to give thanks in all times and
places, trusting in the grace and steadfast
love of God.

Now thank we all our God, 
with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done,
 in whom this world rejoices; 
who, from our mothers' arms, 
hath blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in God's grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next.       

All praise and thanks to God, 
who reigns in highest heaven, 
To Father and to Son, 
and Spirit now be given.
The one eternal God, 
whom heav'n and earth adore, 
The God who was, and is, 
and shall be evermore.

A blessed Thanksgiving to you,

Pastor Nancy Jo Dederer
Transitional Pastor
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MEALS ON WHEELS VOLUNTEER NEEDED

RACE UNIFICATION COMMITTEE SEEKS TO FILL VACANCY

Meals on Wheels is in need of two individuals or a
couple who can make deliveries every other Friday.
Meals are picked up around 10:30 on Friday morning,
and it takes less than an hour to deliver the meals, so the
commitment would be for about two hours per month of
your time. It’s an easy thing to do and brings so much
satisfaction to the volunteer and much-needed help for
the clients. If you can help, please contact Meals on
Wheels coordinator Emmy Floyd at                    or       
           .

Because a member had to drop off due to job and family
responsibilities, First Presbyterian Church's Race
Unification Committee is seeking another member or
members.

First Presbyterian formed a 10-member committee this
past summer after Salem Presbytery and the Presbytery's
Peace and Justice Task Force asked congregations to
take an intentional step or action toward racial justice
and reconciliation.  The requests came amid national
concern over the deaths of black suspects in police
custody.  The committee is comprised of both black and
white members.
 
First Presbyterian's panel, which chose the name Race
Unification Committee, began meeting in August.  The
committee meets the second Monday of each month
starting as early as 5:30 p.m. but occasionally later. 
Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, all meetings so
far have been online via Zoom.

The committee is trying to educate itself as quickly as
possible about racism.  Currently, it is studying Ijeoma
Oluo's book, "So You Want to Talk About Race."

The panel also is trying to identify possible projects that
our congregation could carry out to combat racism in
our community.  At the most recent meeting on
November 9, the committee began discussing the
possibility of inviting other local congregations that are
predominantly black or of other races to visit and
worship with us.  Although the visits almost certainly
could not occur until after the Pandemic, discussion of
the idea is expected to continue at the committee's next
meeting on December 14.

Members of our church family interested in joining the
committee are asked to contact Bill Keesler, chair, by
email at                    or by text or phone at                   .

 Please consider joining and sharing your ideas on this
important topic.
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SESSION DIGEST

Greetings, friends! Below is a brief update from our November
stated Session meeting held November 15.

The Transition Team, chaired by Craig Koontz, reported that
the formation of the Mission Study Group has started.  Elder
Jan Greer has graciously agreed to chair that committee. The
Mission Study Group will formulate what God's plan is for our
church, studying our history and  demographics, conducting a
survey, and holding small group meetings, all with the hope of
developing what our true mission will be. This will also help us
know what we are looking for in a new minister.  Once this
Mission Study has been completed (it will take several months)
it will be presented to the Session for approval and then on to
the Council on Ministry for approval. Once approved we can
move forward with creating a PNC to search for our permanent
minister. It is a process...patience and prayers will be needed as
we move forward.

The Technology Team, chaired by Blake Benton, reported that
the new camera has been mounted in the sanctuary and is in use.
A proposal was presented for a new sound system in the
sanctuary to replace the outdated one. These new additions will
improve the quality of our live-streamed services each Sunday.
Thanks to Blake and his team, who bring us our service each
Sunday.

The Reopening Committee, chaired by Richard Goff,  has
been working very hard putting together procedures and
protocols for opening the sanctuary to in-person worship. 
These are very comprehensive and provide a  comfortable and
safer environment in which to worship. The health and safety of
our congregation is at the heart of these guidelines.  With the
sudden increase in COVID-19 cases  and the directives by
Governor Cooper, which reduces the number of people who can
gather together, the Session agreed to postpone opening the
sanctuary for in-person worship. We will continue to offer
outdoor services during the month of November and will move
to solely virtual services in December with essential personnel
on-site only. Live-streaming will also be available during
November. We will re-evaluate the situation in January and
make a new recommendation at that time. Continue to pray for
those who are on the front lines of caring for the sick, for those
who are sick, and for those who have lost loved ones to the
virus. 

The Race Unification Committee, chaired by Bill Keesler, has
continued to meet each month to discuss ways to improve race
relations in our community.  He also reported he has an opening
on this committee.  If you are interested in serving on this
committee please let Bill know.

The Bicentennial Celebration Committee, chaired by Emmy

Floyd, has started preparing for our 200th birthday in 2027. 
They will plan different ways to celebrate this milestone, will
inventory historical documents, promote this celebration for
the church, plan to publish a book of the history of First
Presbyterian Church, and have developed a couple of
fundraisers to help offset the costs of the celebration. Such an
exciting time ahead for us as we approach the birthday of our
church!  A big thank you to Bob and Emmy Floyd who have
already started sorting through and organizing the historical
documents. Not an easy task!

The Stewardship/Benevolent Giving Ministry Team has
adopted the stewardship theme of "Ready to Share". 
Information and pledge cards will be mailed this week. We,
as a congregation, have always been so supportive of our
church ministries by giving generously to the work of the
church.  Pray on this and mark your pledge cards as your
heart leads you to do. Please return to the church by the
designated date so work can begin on building our budget for
next year.
 
On November 28 and 29 the Christian Education ministry will
host the annual making of advent wreaths.  Small groups
will be allowed to work on their wreaths at the church or take
home kits will be available. Reservations are required by
November 19.

The annual Thanksgiving Day breakfast will not be held this
year due to COVID-19. This is always such a fun and
wonderful way to fellowship together. Unfortunately we
cannot gather together to break bread this year.  Something to
look forward to next year!

We are in trying times. We miss seeing our family and
friends. We miss our daily routine.  The pandemic has
certainly disrupted our lives and turned us on our heads! 
Right now, as a church family, there are lots of exciting
things happening. We are moving forward with our search for
a new minister to lead us, by creating a Mission Study Team
to work with our Transitional Pastor to help us discern who
we are and how God is calling us as a congregation into the
future. We are becoming more creative in our ways to
worship together, and we are preparing for a birthday
celebration for our church. We do not know what lies ahead
but God knows. Jeremiah 29:11-12 says "I alone know the
plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not
disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for." It goes
on to say " we should pray to Him and He will answer us".
My friends continue to pray for all the wonderful things
ahead in the life of our church.

Peace….Margaret King, Clerk of Session 
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICES

LIVE STREAMING

We continue to hold outdoor  worship services through
November 29th on Sunday mornings at 11 AM,
weather permitting.  Thank you for observing our
outdoor service guidelines
(https://www.fpclexnc.com/outdoor-worship-service-g
uidelines/) as we worship God and assure the safety of
all.  If you do not feel comfortable attending worship,
please know we understand.  Also, if you are feeling
bad, please stay at home and enjoy the service on the 
live stream.  

Reminders:  To minimize incidental contact, please
remember to bring your own bulletin, whether printed
or digital, and please remember that bathrooms are for
emergency use only. Also, we will notify the
congregation by the church website and/or Facebook if
the morning outdoor worship service is cancelled.

We continue to broadcast our worship services via live
stream for those who cannot be there in person, beginning
at 11 AM each Sunday. Also, don’t forget about our Adult
Sunday School, which begins at 9 AM on Zoom!

You may access the worship service via a link on the home
page of the church website. There is also a link to a copy
of the bulletin for that Sunday’s service.  
You may also access current and past services, which can
be  found on  our  YouTube channel  a t
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.  Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified any
time we add a new video.

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship assistants,
staff & guest musicians, and guest preachers for their hard
work in making our  worship services possible. 

Thank you, everyone, for your patience as we work
through issues with the live streaming process.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing program
that can be run on a computer or a smart phone, to conduct
virtual meetings. It allows us to meet together, to see each
other, and to talk just like we are in a room together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage you
to download the application and install it. This will allow
you to participate in whatever online gatherings we might
have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter                   .

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoo
m.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

If you do not have either a computer or a smart phone,
there is a way you can still participate over a regular phone.
The access number to call is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the # sign.”
You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID number with
the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID number.
• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by

the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this function. 
• You will be asked to say your name followed by the

#sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be added to
the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who do
not have computers or smart phones. All you have to do
is follow the above directions and use the meeting ID:
295 249 020. If prompted for a passcode, please enter 
                 . Once you have joined, you will be able to
hear the audio from the worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on Sundays
295-249-020 (passcode                   )

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818

As we have begun to rely more heavily on Zoom, please
check with the church office before testing a meeting
link to be sure a scheduled meeting is not in progress, as
you may disrupt the scheduled meeting and cause the
participants to be booted from the virtual meeting room.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect mixed
vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each month. We
are setting ourselves a goal of 125 cans per
month. Your donations of canned mixed
vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for October: 54 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families and
individuals in need through their food pantry.

Our monthly goal is to collect 125 jars of peanut butter.
Your continued faithfulness to this small but important
offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for October: 86 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our

local missions. Fresh batch just arrived! 
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items
for  Davidson Medical Ministries as part of
Touching Davidson County with Love. Due to
COVID restrictions, we were unable to collect these
items as planned. DMMC is still in need, and we
are now in a position to resume our collections.
You may bring your donations to the church and
place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. The item collection cards are posted on the
Faith in Action bulletin board in the Third Avenue
hallway and are also listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

Many thanks to everyone
who helped with our
Chicken Pie & Baked
Spaghetti Sale this year,
whether buying or
selling, coordinating, or
assisting with pick up.

We are appreciative of all your efforts and support!

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Red Wilson (father of Cathy Koontz) 
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Tom Keesler (brother of Bill Keesler) - battling lung 

cancer
Tom Lackey - recovering from broken foot
Ed Kiefer - re-fractured pelvis
Emelie North - recovering from spinal fusion surgery
Lucy Finley - recovering from surgery to repair a fractured 

femur
MaryAnn Farthing - had a bad fall and injured her leg, 

recovering at Pennybyrn (                  )
Robin Shuster - recovering from spinal fusion surgery

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Travis Fortune - recovering from surgery to repair 
ligament damage

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Nancy Van Hevelingen - receiving wound care for legs, 
dealing with other challenges

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates
and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140,
ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be
shared with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer
group unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list
is password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER CONCERNS

The Hillers
Meredith Andrews
Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Joe Sentell
Abby Oliver
Patty Yohn
The Gingerellis

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Joan Mitchell
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

David & Nancy Waitt
Joyce Allison
Cloyd Philpott
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Tom Cavanaugh
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Rob Wright
The Jim Graham Family
Bill North

Lynn & Norman Carlton
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Coressa Anderson
Sid Batts
Navahlia Quesenberry 
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Al & Denise Gilbert
Crissy Tribley
Hazel Frady

Foster Family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Molly McGee
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Betty Craven
Becky Poetzinger
Mary Beth Wheely
Edna Benjamin
Amelia Stansberry
Brenda Blackley

First Presbyterian Action              Page 8



PASTORAL CARE

IN MEMORIAM

THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST
CANCELED

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at                    or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

The congregation extends its sympathy to Becky
Poetzinger due to the death of Bob Oates on November
11, 2020. Please keep Becky and her family, as well as
Bob’s children, Chris Oates and Laura Hubbard, and
their families in your prayers during this difficult time. 

Due to the pandemic, our annual Thanksgiving
Breakfast will not be held this year. As you pause to
express your gratitude this Thanksgiving, please know
that we are grateful for all of our church family and
continue to pray for you. 

Prayer Focus for the Week of  November 22
Gracious God, we praise Your name, for You are
worthy to be praised. As we connect this week with
family and friends to give thanks for the abundance
of blessings You have bestowed on us, we also want
to give thanks that You are our God - a God Who
sees us, Who hears us, and Who knows us intimately.
You are God-with-Us, not “God Far Away.” Thank
You for Your love, forgiveness, and mercy. We pray
this with thanksgiving, in the mighty name of Your
Son,  Jesus.  Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of  November 29
“O come, O come, Emmanuel!” we sing in patient
expectation of celebrating Jesus’ birth and also of
His return. Lord, this year has been trying for us in
many ways. As we enter this season of anticipation,
help us prepare our hearts anew to receive Your most
generous gift. Help us, too, to find ways to share that
gift with others. And though we may not be able to
come together physically as one body to celebrate
Your Son, grant us a renewed passion to lift our
voices, spirits, and hearts as one in praise, wherever
we may be, ever mindful that we are Your Church,
and we are Your beloved children. For this, we are
grateful, and we pray this in Jesus’ precious name.
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of December 6
God of Hope, we have dealt with many kinds of
darkness this year, and we are entering that season
where the darkness falls earlier and the nights seem
longer. Help us to remain patient in our waiting. Help
us to remember that You are our hope. Let us not
forget that Your Son is our Light, in Him is life, and
He has overcome the darkness* - in whatever form
that darkness takes. Your Holy Spirit in us is “far
stronger than anything in the world,”** and knowing
this, we rejoice, for every victory belongs to You,
Lord. We joyfully give thanks in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* John 1:3-5; ** 1 John 4:4, MSG

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out the prayer from
the newsletter and place it in a prominent place in
your home as a reminder.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
9:00 AM

Sr. High & Children’s Sun. School
10:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed @ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Nov. 22 & 29 - 11:00 AM

weather permitting

Please wear your face masks, practice social distancing, and follow the guidelines found
on our website.  The service will be live streamed on YouTube at 11 AM -

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube.
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Beginning December 6
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