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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
10:00 AM

High School Sunday
School

10:00 AM

Online Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Our Annual Congregational Meeting has
been called for the purpose of receiving
annual reports from our Ministry Teams
and will be held via Zoom on Sunday,
January 31 at 12:15 PM. The meeting ID
number is 295 249 020, and the
passcode is        . 

To connect via audio only, please call
the access number at 646-558-8656.
Once you call this access number, you
will be prompted for a "Meeting ID
followed by the # sign." You then put in
the 9 digit Meeting ID listed above,
followed by the #sign. You will be
asked for a participant ID followed by
the # sign. Just press #, as we do not use
this function.  You will be asked to say
your name followed by the #sign. Once
you hit the # sign you will be added to
the meeting. If you are asked to enter a
passcode, enter the code listed above.

We are offering three ways for you to
get a hard copy of the report. When the
reports are ready, you will be able to
pick up a hard copy in the lobby, request
a hard copy be mailed to you, or request
that a PDF of the report be emailed to
you. We will notify you when the
reports are ready for pick up. If you
would like your copy mailed or emailed,
please let Jeanna know (336-248-2140
or office@fpclexnc.com), and she will
send them out when they're prepared. 
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Dear Friends, 
Last week was a difficult week for

many of us as we watched the attack on the
US Capitol.  This happened on Wednesday,
January 6th, the Day of Epiphany. 
Epiphany, a day that we remember the
Light of Christ revealed and shining in our
world, was instead marked by an event that
was shameful, distressing, and violent, to
say the least.  It reminded me of the second
part of Matthew's Christmas/Epiphany
story:  Herod's fear of Jesus, (the newborn
king,) "and all Jerusalem with him" (Matt 2:
3).  Following the Magi's visit, Herod
realized his grip on power was slipping,
which led him to order the slaughter of
countless innocent babies in Bethlehem. 
Herod's hope?  To disrupt God's reign and
claim himself as the ultimate authority and
power in the land.    To be clear, I am not
making a partisan statement.  Nor am I
comparing President Elect Joe Biden with
Jesus.  That would be just as inappropriate. 
 I am, as a Christian pastor who tries to
follow Jesus faithfully, speaking out against
self-serving, violent action that not only
goes against the way of "American
democracy," but most importantly, confuses
where our ultimate allegiance belongs. We
worship and serve God alone.

This past Sunday we remembered our
baptism.  We have been marked as God's
own in baptism and must lead a life worthy
of our calling, in all humility, with
gentleness, with patience and love. 
However, this does not mean quiet
capitulation.  

We cannot be silent in this time.  The
church must speak against idolatry and false
gods.  It must call out sin with an invitation
to repentance. In other words, the church is
called to be prophetic.  

Theologian Walter Brueggemann said,
"The prophetic tasks of the church are 
g to tell the truth in a society that lives in

illusion, 
g grieve in a society that practices denial, 
g and express hope in a society that lives

in despair."
Presbyterian pastor Carol Winfrey

Gillette is a contemporary hymn writer. 
Below is a hymn text she wrote around

election time, 2020.  The tune is "Beach
Spring" (#422 God, Whose Giving Knows
No Ending).  Join with me in speaking or
singing this prayer as we go about the
coming days and weeks.  

God of Love, We've Known Division
1. God of love, we've known division 

and we've seen its awful cost.
We have struggled as a nation,
and there's much that we have lost.
We have been a house divided 
and, divided, we can't stand.
May our nation be united; 
give us peace throughout this land.

2. Turn us, Lord, from what divides us—
fear that drives us far apart,
greed that leads to great injustice, 
racist ways that break your heart.
May we seek what brings together
hearts that bear each other's pain,
care and mercy toward our neighbors, 
love that welcomes strangers in.

3. May we all, in conversation, 
speak the truth and listen well.
May we hear, across this nation,
stories others have to tell.
May we learn from other cultures 
and be blessed by their world-view;
May we serve with one another 
loving others, loving you.

4. You have challenged us to goodness; 
you have shown a kinder way.
It's your love that now inspires us 
as we seek a better day.
May we end our harsh division; 
may we stop the hate and fear.
Make us one, Lord, as a nation;
may we be united here.

Grace and peace, dear family of Christ.

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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STAR WORDS

JANUARY LAY LEADERS

Did you receive a Star Word for Epiphany?  If not,
contact Pastor Nancy (pastornancy@fpclexnc.com or   
               ) to ask for one.  For those who did receive a
Star Word, here are some questions to consider as you
move through the month:

#1 January 10, 2021
h How do you feel about the word you have received?
h Why do you think you got the word you did or what

do you think God wants you to learn?
h What are some synonyms for your word? Get input

from others including internet searches such as
Dictionary/Thesaurus.com.

h Is there a poem, story or saying that embodies your
understanding of your word?

#2 January 15, 2020
h Where can you find your word, or an "idea" of your

word in the scriptures?  Is there a parable that comes
to mind?  Use BibleGateway.com or BibleHub.com
to help you search.  

h Which scripture/s is your favorite? Why? Write
them out and view them often over the week.

h What about your word makes you cringe? Why?
Write it out and ask the Spirit to reveal to you what
it is that makes you uncomfortable.

January 17 - Bill McMurray
January 24 - Charles Bowyer

January 31 - Donna Bryan
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WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE!

IN MEMORIAM

MEALS ON WHEELS

Until further notice, we will hold our worship services
online. Worship services are live streamed,  beginning
at 11 AM each Sunday, on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). Those who
subscribe to our YouTube channel will be notified any
time we add a new video.

If you’re an adult looking for study and fellowship,
don’t forget about our Adult Sunday School on Zoom. 
Class begins at 10 AM! If you would like to be added to
the email list for the class, please contact Karen
Carrickhoff (karenc@fpclexnc.com).

Many thanks to our Technology Team, worship
assistants, Worship Ministry Team, staff & guest
musicians for their hard work in making our worship
services possible. 

The church extends its sympathy to Cathy Koontz and
her family due to the death of her mother, Katy Wilson,
on December 26, 2020, and the death of her father,
Shirley “Red” Wilson at Hospice Home in Burlington,
NC, on January 8, 2021.

The church also extends its sympathy to Margaret King
and her family due to the death of her aunt, Vivian May
Butler Thomas on January 2, 2021 in Greensboro, NC.

Please keep these families in your payers during this
difficult time. 

Our Meals on Wheels team is happy to welcome Ellen
Welborn onboard! If you would like to join our team
too, please let Emmy Floyd know.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

The church has received gifts in honor of FPC’s Scout
Leaders: Taylor Hood, Rob Greer, Sol Coltrane, Sims
Riggan, Andy Perryman, Philip Hegler, Scott Wertman,
and Marlon Gaskins, designated to the Boy Scout Fund and
given by David and Ellen Welborn.

The church has received gifts in honor of the staff of First
Presbyterian Church, designated to the Memorial Fund and
given by Bill and Ann McMurray.

The church has received a gift in honor of the McMurray
Small Group, designated to the Memorial Fund and given
by Bill and Ann McMurray.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Sally Lang from Art and Deborah Gray (Garden Fund)
and Charles and Dottie McGirt (Music Fund).

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Marian Van Zant, designated to the Music Fund and
given by Jeff and Nancy Check & Art and Deborah Gray.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Jim
and Lil Welborn, designated to the Music Fund and given
by David and Ellen Welborn.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Charlotte Graham Gingerelli, designated to the Music
Fund, from: Jeff and Nancy Check, David and Ellen
Welborn, Art and Deborah Gray, & Charles and Dottie
McGirt.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Charlotte Graham Gingerelli, designated to the
Memorial Fund, from: Susan and Jim McMillan, Julee and
Calvin Cunningham, and Frances Miller Rash.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Bob Oates, designated to the Memorial Fund, from:
Carroll and Carolyn Spivey, Julee and Calvin
Cunningham, Jeff and Nancy Check, Lanier Hardware,
Fred H. McIntyre, Jr.; Clay, George, and Gordon Grubb;
Walter and Belinda Brantley, & Mary and Andy Scott.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of of
Mr. Bob Oates, designated to Acts Alive from Art and
Deborah Gray.

The church has received gifts in loving memory  of Mr.
Bob Oates, designated to the Music Fund from: David
and Ellen Welborn & Charles and Dottie McGirt.
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MISSION STUDY TEAM REPORT

MEMBER UPDATES

A Mission Study Team (MST) was appointed by Session
in late 2020. Our first meeting was held via zoom on
Monday December 21, for introductions and a brief
overview of the task we have been given. The Mission
Study Team's work is to accurately assess the
congregation's current health and future direction. Our
research includes congregational and community mapping,
financial health and well being, our heritage, and spiritual
development. 

Our Team has scheduled weekly meetings for the next
several months and will provide updates to Session
monthly. We plan to actively engage our Congregation in
the future, through The ACTION newsletter, surveys and
Zoom gatherings. There also will be opportunity for
individual conversations with Pastor Nancy Dederer and/or
MST members. Our Team Members are Beverly Black,
Chair, Bill Bryan, Carol Fortune, Ann Kiefer, David Hiller,
Emily Orman and Pastor Nancy Jo Dederer. 

Upon completion, our Mission Study will be presented
to Session for approval, then to the Salem Presbytery's
Commission On Ministry (COM). Once approved by
COM, the church will be given permission to form a
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Stay tuned for
more information about this exciting study!

Beverly Black, chair
                                    

Dave Fulp has entered Navy Officer Candidate School as
of December 20, 2020. It is challenging on many levels,
and we want to encourage him through this process by
asking for letters and prayers from the church family. He
will be there until April. You may write him at:

OC David W. Fulp
Officer Candidate School

Class 08-21
Officer Training Command - Newport

                           

Newport RI 02841-1641
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NOTES OF THANKS

To Our Dear Church Family,

We just wanted to thank you all for the meals, cards, texts,
and calls during Nancy’s dad’s fall, hospitalization, and
death. You all reached out just when we needed it the
most. Nancy’s parents always loved attending services and
events at First Presbyterian over our years here in
Lexington. Thank you again for everything.

In Christ,
The Check Family
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

2021 ENVELOPES AVAILABLE

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for December: 54 cans

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families and
individuals in need through their food pantry.

Our monthly goal is to collect 125 jars of peanut butter.
Your continued faithfulness to this small but important
offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for December: 73 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items for 
Davidson Medical Ministries as part of Touching
Davidson County with Love. Due to COVID
restrictions, we were unable to collect these items as
planned. DMMC is still in need, and we are now in a
position to resume our collections. You may bring your
donations to the church and place them in the
designated area under the tv in the lobby. The item
collection cards are posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board in the Third Avenue hallway and are also
listed below. Thank you  for your continued support of
this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

Offering envelopes for the
2021 year are now
available in the church
lobby for pick up. If you
would prefer your
envelopes be mailed to
you, please contact the

church office (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Alternately, if you would like to pick your envelopes
from the bench outside the office entrance, please call
Jeanna a few minutes before you plan to arrive, and she
will place them on the bench for you.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (Naval Officer Candidate School)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Ed Kiefer - re-fractured pelvis
Lucy Finley - recovering from surgery to repair a fractured 

femur
Robin Shuster - recovering from spinal fusion surgery
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Joan Mitchell - pneumonia and on palliative care
Jan Greer
Robert Warren (brother of Maynard Edwards’ son-in-law) - 

heart function at 20%, cardioversion attempted 1/12; if
unsuccessful, will be placed on heart transplant list

Cloyd Philpott

Al Cox (father of Gail Coltrane) - ALS
Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 

metastasized to brain
Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Curt Todd (friend of Jan Kiefer) - in Hospice care for 

metastasized bone cancer; pray for peace about the 
death of his wife, Jean

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

The Hiller Family - COVID
Lisa Lucas - COVID
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick - COVID
Jimmy Holshouser - will undergo surgery around mid-
month
Ron & Jo Leonard & 2 of their children - COVID

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs
of those on our prayer list, please communicate
updates and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna
(336-248-2140, ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Prayer needs will be shared with Pastor Nancy and
our intercessory prayer group unless otherwise
requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during
this time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves
you, so put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Rick Sommers
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Abby Oliver
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Mary Bumgarner
Bev Muskovin

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Melissa Smith
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

David & Nancy Waitt
Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Phyllis Hedrick
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Irene Sorenson
Edna Benjamin

Betty Craven
Jeff Check
Jean Hann
Sid Batts
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Hazel Frady
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Warren Knotts
Cody Robertson
Mary Beth Wheely
Al & Denise Gilbert
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
Amelia Stansberry
The Jim Graham Family
Nancy Van Hevelingen
Martha Briggs Winters
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PASTORAL CARE

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at                             or
emailing her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

We encourage you to join
your church family in praying
the following prayer each day
for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be
focused on things specific to
the life of our church &
church family. We encourage you to cut out the
prayer from the newsletter and place it in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of January 17
We have many burdens and cares, Father God, and
we admit that the weight of them sometimes feels
like so much more than we can bear. Remind us,
Lord, that we aren’t meant to carry that weight, and
that You stand, ready and willing to take those
burdens from us if we’ll simply turn them over to
You. And so we lay our burdens at Your feet,
knowing that whatever we ask for in the name of
Your Son, believing, we will receive.* Thank You
for hearing our prayers, our cries and our pleas. With
love and gratitude, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24

Prayer Focus for the Week of January 24
Gracious God, we give You thanks for the leadership
of our church - Pastor Nancy, our Session, our staff,
ministry team members, worship assistants, and so
many others who help in many ways to keep our
church family vital and active and working for You.
Please continue guiding us as we together travel the
path that will lead us to a new pastor, and give us
fresh vision for ways that we can minister to one
another and to our community. We pray this with
thanksgiving for all You have done and all You
continue to do, in the name of Your Son, Jesus.
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of January 31
Heavenly Father, You alone are God, and there is
none like You. You alone give us life, and in You
alone do we find peace. We ask You, Lord, to bring
healing to our land, to bring healing to hearts and
minds and spirits, drawing us ever closer to You, for
in You alone are the answers that we seek. With
humble hearts, we give You thanks and praise. In
Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing program
that can be run on a computer or a smart phone, to
conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to meet together, to
see each other, and to talk just like we are in a room
together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage you
to download the application and install it. This will allow
you to participate in whatever online gatherings we might
have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password,
please enter                   .

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoo
m.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

If you do not have either a computer or a smart phone,
there is a way you can still participate over a regular
phone. The access number to call is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID number.
• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by

the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this function. 
• You will be asked to say your name followed by the

#sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be added to
the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have to
do is follow the above directions and use the meeting
ID: 295 249 020. If prompted for a passcode, please
enter          . Once you have joined, you will be able to
hear the audio from the worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at
7:30 a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020 (passcode          ) -
NOTE: This will also be used for the Annual
Congregational Meeting on January 31

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818

As we have begun to rely more heavily on Zoom, please
check with the church office before testing a meeting
link to be sure a scheduled meeting is not in progress,
as you may disrupt the scheduled meeting and cause the
participants to be booted from the virtual meeting room.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
10:00 AM

High School Sunday School
10:00 AM

Online Worship Service
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(Live Streamed @ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES ONLY
Sundays at 11 AM

The service will be live streamed on YouTube at 
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
via Zoom, Sunday, January 31 at 12:15 PM

NEED A STAR WORD?
Contact Pastor Nancy

pastornancy@fpclexnc.com
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