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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

By now you have likely heard that we will be
offering indoor, in-person worship beginning
April 11th, at 11:00 a.m. While virtual worship
is still the safest choice on Sunday morning
(---and be assured--- we will continue to offer
live streamed worship online), we also know
there are some who feel able and are eager to
return to the church building. The Reopening
Committee has been hard at work trying to
provide the safest possible environment for
gathering together, and we await your smiling
(but masked) faces!   

For those who would like to worship in the
sanctuary on Sundays, we have strict protocols to
follow. Masks to cover both mouth and nose are
required at all times for worshipers ages 5 and
older. Reservations must be made by contacting
Jeanna the week prior to the Sunday you wish to
attend. You may call or email the office
beginning Monday at 9:00 through Thursday
Noon, or until the capacity is reached, whichever
comes first. Your reservation must be confirmed
by Jeanna, and seats will be assigned, with
members of the same household being seated
together. 

For those who have CONFIRMED reservations,
they should ask themselves the regular
COVID-19 screening questions on Sunday
morning:
1. Am I experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms:

a. Cough, shortness of breath, trouble
breathing

b. Temperature equal to or over 100.4?
c. Feeling feverish, chills, fatigue, weakness?
d. Muscle/Body aches?
e. Loss of taste, abdominal pain, diarrhea,

vomiting?
f. General feeling of unwell?

2. Has anyone in my household experienced
any of these symptoms in the past 14
days?

3. In the past 14 days, have I come into
close contact with anyone with suspected
or confirmed COVID-19?

4. Have I travelled outside the United States
in the past 14 days or been in close
contact with anyone who has travelled
outside the US in the past 14 days?

If you answer "yes" to any of these, you
should stay home and worship online. 
Temperatures will be checked at the 3rd
Avenue entrance. If the thermometer
indicates you are higher than the safe range,
you will need to leave the building.  

Worshipers will enter at the 3rd
Avenue/Lobby door (office entrance). 
Following a temperature check, they should
sanitize their hands before entering the
sanctuary. An usher will guide worshipers to
their assigned pew. Following the service, an
usher will dismiss the worshipers by pew,
beginning at the back.  Worshipers will
depart out through the Narthex/Main Street
doors.

A letter with more details will go out in the
mail soon.  If you have any questions, do not
hesitate to contact Richard Goff, chair of the
Reopening Committee; Margaret King, Clerk
of Session, or Pastor Nancy.

We look forward to seeing one another
again, and we also anticipate the day when it
is truly safe for all of us to gather in worship,
learning, and fellowship again.  
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FROM THE PASTOR
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Dear Friends,

We are nearly ready to begin our Holy
Week journey. Holy Week begins with
Palm Sunday, where the crowds welcome
Jesus to Jerusalem with shouts of
Hosanna! We move from that festive
mood into Maundy Thursday, when Jesus
gathers with his disciples for the Passover
Meal, what we refer to as the Last
Supper. Passover is the remembrance of
the Angel of Death passing over the
homes of the Hebrew slaves in Egypt,
leading to their release. Those who put
the blood of a lamb over their doorway
were spared the death of their first-born.
As we move into the Garden of
Gethsemane and Jesus' betrayal, we
understand that now Jesus is the
sacrificial lamb. His body broken, his
blood poured out for our salvation from
sin.  

We will offer a worship service live
streamed at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April
1st.  Communion will be celebrated.
Then on Good Friday we remember with
both sadness and hope how Jesus gave
his life over to be crucified.  We gather
once again in joy on Easter Sunday to
rejoice with Alleluias! Christ is risen,
indeed!

I hope that you will find time in the
coming week to reflect upon Jesus' death
so that we may live again. Take some
time journaling or walking or sitting
quietly to feel the depth of this holy time. 
How does Jesus' life transform your own
life?

I am so grateful that we will be able to
gather outdoors (weather permitting) for
worship on Palm Sunday and Easter. It
will be good to see your faces, — masks
and all!  

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

We will have palm branches available for
those who choose to worship online for
Palm Sunday. Acts Alive is conducting a
drive-by palm pick up  (one per person,
please) from the church on Saturday,
March 27, from 10:00 AM until 12:00
PM. Those who will be worshiping in-
person will receive palms on Sunday
morning, March 28, at the outdoor
service. We are grateful to Acts Alive for
their help!
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LAY LEADER SCHEDULE

CONFIRMATION UPDATE

March 28 - Beth Parrott
April 4 - Donna Bryan
April 11 - Richard Goff

April 18 - Charles Bowyer
April 25 - Bill McMurray

Confirmation Class began on Sunday, March 21st.  We
have four students participating, and Meredith Trout
and Pastor Nancy are the leaders.  On our first class we
talked about the Trinity, God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.  After using the Bible to learn about each person
of the Trinity, the class wrote short poems, using a
Cinqain, Haiku or similar format.  Here is what your
youth had to write about the Trinity:
 

God is forgiving
And is also powerful
Also compassionate

 
 

God
Forgiving and wise

Forgiving, helping caring
Holy

 
 

God
Compassionate, gracious
Forgiving, caring, loving
Always patient with you

Lord

 
Please keep our class in your prayers as they continue
on this faith journey.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff , Interim DCE/F

Sunday School Time Change!
Adult Zoom SS:   9:30-10:15 a.m.

Interested in a little social time prior to class?
Log on at 9:15!

Senior High SS:   9:45-10:45 a.m.
Meets in the fellowship hall

Join us for our

Easter Egg Hunt!

We are very excited to announce that we will hold our
annual Easter Egg Hunt!!!

WHEN: Sunday, March 28
(Palm Sunday), 3:00-4:00 PM

WHERE: Come to the garden
at our Third Avenue entrance.
The Egg Hunt will be held on
our front lawn.

WHO: Children aged 3
years though 5 t h  grade.
Grandchildren welcome!

Call or email Ms. Karen by
Thursday, March 25 to let her
know that you will be attending.

Please remember: FPC is still following COVID
protocols, and masks will be required. There will be
snack and games following the egg hunt.  FUN will be
had by all! 

SAVE THE DATE!!

Vacation Bible School will be held

June 14-17
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

We are limiting participation to FPC children and
grandchildren only, so that we can gather and
celebrate God’s Word safely!
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING

 OUTDOOR WORSHIP

OUTDOOR MEMORIAL SERVICE

Started in 1949, One Great Hour of Sharing is a
long-standing ecumenical effort aimed at raising the
funds necessary to provide relief and reconstruction for
communities in the aftermath of disaster.

Around the world, people lack access to food, clean
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. Each gift
to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) serves to help
change the lives of people in these challenging
situations. This offering provides a way to share God's
love with our neighbors in need.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-Development of
People, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program share this
offering. You may give to OGHS by sending your gift
to the church (checks payable to First Presbyterian
Church, “OGHS” in the memo line) at PO Box 586,
Lexington NC 27293, by texting OGHS to 91999, or by
visiting http://www.pcusa.org/oghs.  

Weather-permitting, we will hold our Palm Sunday
(March 28) and Easter Sunday (April 4) services outside
so everyone who wants to attend may do so. You will
need to dress for the weather, wear a face covering,
social distance, and bring your own chairs as you did
last fall. The service will begin at 11 a.m. and will be
live streamed via our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live) for those
who are unable to attend. 

A Memorial Service will be held for Joan Mitchell on
Sunday, April 18 at 12:30 p.m. on the side lawn of
the church.  Bring your own lawn chair, dress for the
weather, wear your face covering, and come join
Joan's family in giving thanks to God for her life and
commending her to God's eternal care.
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NOTES OF THANKS
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THE TECH TEAM NEEDS YOU!

MAUNDY THURSDAY ONLINE

Dear Church Family,

I appreciate all the church has done during this
pandemic to keep all of us in touch, especially those
of us with a broken computer! I am thankful for
your thoughtfulness and care during this
challenging time.

BettyKerr Osborne

Our Tech Team has been working hard over the course
of the last year to install equipment and streamline the
process for live streaming our services. They are
looking for more folks to join their ranks who would be
interested in running the video and sound board for
Sunday morning worship services. Training is available!
The more people we have on board, the easier it will be
on the whole team, as a rotation can be set up to lighten
the work load on everyone. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please
contact Blake Benton at blakebenton@gmail.com. 

We will offer a live streamed worship service at
7:00 p.m. on Maundy Thursday, April 1.  

Communion will be celebrated, so please have your
elements prepared and ready to go at the start of the
service! 
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

LOAVES & FISHES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for February: 98 items

Your peanut butter offering for 
Crisis Ministry is distributed to families and
individuals in need through their food pantry.

Our monthly goal is to collect 125 jars of peanut butter.
Your continued faithfulness to this small but important
offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for March: 34 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items for 
Davidson Medical Ministries as part of Touching Davidson
County with Love. Due to COVID restrictions, we were
unable to collect these items as planned. DMMC is still in
need, and we are now in a position to resume our collections.
You may bring your donations to the church and place them
in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The item
collection cards are posted on the Faith in Action bulletin
board in the Third Avenue hallway and are also listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

This food pantry operation is now a part of Open Hands
Ministry and has relocated to Trinity United Methodist
Church. The pantry operation has grown substantially
and now distributes food every Saturday, providing
groceries to 400+ clients twice a month.

The number of souls served by Loaves and Fishes has
grown substantially. Throughout the week, a joyful core
of volunteers help collect donated food from local stores
coordinated through Second Harvest of Northwest
North Carolina. The reward, the joy, shines through the
thankful eyes of the hungry.

This program depends on the help of volunteers from
the area churches. If you are interested in serving or
would like to learn more, please  contact David Durrell
at major.durrell@gmail.com or 336 926 6204.

FAITH IN ACTION

First Presbyterian Action              Page 8



Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (Naval Officer Candidate School)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Brianna Ver Halen (daughter of Leonora) - liver related 

issues
Robin Shuster - recovering from spinal fusion surgery
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Jan Greer
Cloyd Philpott
Margie Clark - recovering from hip replacement on 1/28
Tommy Owen (father of Margaret King’s sister-in-law, Gina 

Thomas) - in his 80s, was briefly hospitalized for COVID
before being released to be monitored at home

Walt Rouse - recovering from hyper parathyroid surgery; also 
has benign cyst on his spine and has been referred to a
neurosurgeon

JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Harry Grier - aggressive form of Parkinson’s
Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 

the front lines fighting against the pandemic
Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 

sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer
Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 

of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Jimmy Holshouser - recovering from surgery 
Regina Harris 
Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
Phil & Reba Burleson (brother & sister-in-law of Lanny 

Burleson) - COVID
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) -
hospitalized with pancreatitis
Edna Benjamin & Nancy Van Hevelingen - COVID
Melissa Smith & family - death of her mother in January 

2021
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) - Hospice care
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Abby Oliver
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Jason Miller
Warren Knotts

Jeff Check
Jean Hann
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
Doris Hedrick
The Hiller Family

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Denise Gilbert
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
Martha Briggs Winters
David & Nancy Waitt
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). 

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live
stream. 

Those who subscribe to
our YouTube channel will
be notified any time we
add a new video.

The Office will be closed on Good Friday, April 2 and
Easter Monday, April 5.

Pastor Nancy will be out of the office on April 6 & 7. 
She will be on vacation April 19-24.

Prayer Focus for the Week of March 28
Loving God, the transition of Holy Week is always
jarring for us. We move from the joy of the
Triumphal Entry to the heartbreak of Jesus’ betrayal
and the darkness of Jesus’ death in the span of a
week. Even so, we are spared the full experience of
the pain and fear the disciples must have
experienced, because we know what they did not -
we know Sunday is coming. Sunday is coming -
when the tomb is opened, the Son is risen, death is
defeated, and sin is atoned for forever. So help us to
praise You with joyful hearts and cry out, “Alleluia!
He is risen!” for Jesus is risen indeed. We thank You,
Father, for this amazing gift of grace. In Jesus’ name,
we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 4
Loving Father, as we reopen our doors for limited-
capacity, in-person worship, we are thankful to know
that we are Your church, wherever we may be. We
ask Your blessing and protection, both for those
returning to the sanctuary and for those who will
continue to join us virtually. We thank You for the
beautiful promise that You will cover, protect, and
shelter us beneath Your wings.* Thank You, Father-
God, for Your steadfast faithfulness. With love and
gratitude, we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* Psalm 91:4

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 11
El Shaddai, You have given us the freedom of
choice, and we have chosen to put our trust in You.
You are our Refuge and our Strength. You are our
God, and we are Your people. Thank You, Lord, for
loving us so much. Thank You for Your grace and
mercy. Thank You for filling us with Your peace,
which is beyond all understanding and guards our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.* It is in His name
that we pray. Amen.

*Philippians 4:7

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing program
that can be run on a computer or a smart phone, to
conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to meet together, to
see each other, and to talk just like we are in a room
together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage you
to download the application and install it. This will allow
you to participate in whatever online gatherings we might
have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoo
m.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

If you do not have either a computer or a smart phone,
there is a way you can still participate over a regular
phone. The access number to call is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the # sign.”
You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID number with the
#sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID number.
• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by the

# sign. Just press #. We do not use this function. 
• You will be asked to say your name followed by the

#sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be added to the
meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have to
do is follow the above directions and use the meeting
ID: 295 249 020. If prompted for a passcode, please
enter 1234. Once you have joined, you will be able to
hear the audio from the worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-552-
958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on Sundays
295-249-020 (passcode 1234)

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays 968
4279 0818

As we have begun to rely more heavily on Zoom, please
check with the church office before testing a meeting
link to be sure a scheduled meeting is not in progress,
as you may disrupt the scheduled meeting and cause the
participants to be booted from the virtual meeting room.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed @ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OUTDOOR WORSHIP
11 AM - Palm Sunday (Mar. 28) & 

Easter Sunday (Apr. 4)
Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

MAUNDY THURSDAY ONLINE
Thursday, April 1, 7:00 PM

Live streamed via our YouTube Channel. Communion observed!

IN-PERSON, INDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS
Sunday, April 11 at 11 AM

Please see article on page one for details. Reservations required. 
You will need to bring your own bulletin.


