
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR INDOOR WORSHIP

 April 14, 2021 Vol. 194  No. 7

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed via
YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

For the foreseeable future, we are offering indoor
worship in the sanctuary Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
While virtual worship is still the safest choice on
Sunday morning (---and be assured--- we will
continue to offer live streamed worship
online), we also know there are some who feel
able and are eager to return to the church
building.   

For those who would like to worship in the
sanctuary on Sundays, we have strict protocols to
follow. Masks to cover both mouth and nose are
required at all times for worshipers ages 5 and
older. Reservations must be made by contacting
Jeanna the week prior to the Sunday you wish to
attend. You may call or email the office
beginning Monday at 9:00 through Thursday
Noon, or until the capacity is reached,
whichever comes first. Your reservation must
be confirmed by Jeanna, and seats will be
assigned, with members of the same household
being seated together. 

For those who have CONFIRMED reservations,
they should ask themselves the regular
COVID-19 screening questions on Sunday
morning:
1. Am I experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms:

a. Cough, shortness of breath, trouble
breathing

b. Temperature equal to or over 100.4?
c. Feeling feverish, chills, fatigue, weakness?
d. Muscle/Body aches?
e. Loss of taste, abdominal pain, diarrhea,

vomiting?
f. General feeling of unwell?

2. Has anyone in my household experienced any
of these symptoms in the past 14 days?

3. In the past 14 days, have I come into close
contact with anyone with suspected or
confirmed COVID-19?

4. Have I traveled outside the United States
in the past 14 days or been in close
contact with anyone who has travelled
outside the US in the past 14 days?

If you answer "yes" to any of these, you
should stay home and worship online. 
Temperatures will be checked at the 3rd
Avenue entrance. If the thermometer
indicates you are higher than the safe range,
you will need to leave the building.  

Worshipers will enter at the 3rd
Avenue/Lobby door (office entrance). 
Following a temperature check, they should
sanitize their hands before entering the
sanctuary. An usher will guide worshipers to
their assigned pew. Following the service, an
usher will dismiss the worshipers by pew,
beginning at the back.  Worshipers will
depart out through the Narthex/Main Street
doors.

The complete set of guidelines may be found
on our website.  If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to contact Richard Goff, chair
of the Reopening Committee; Margaret
King, Clerk of Session, or Pastor Nancy.

We look forward to the day when it is truly
safe for all of us to gather in worship,
learning, and fellowship again.  
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Dear Friends,

The Easter season is a joyous time.  We
remember that Jesus, who underwent
such suffering, is victorious over death. 
Even amid uncertainty, we have this hope
that we are not left all alone.  We don't
have to face challenging times on our
own strength.  The Spirit inspires life and
possibility into us, even when we can't
see our future clearly.  Just like the bulb
in the ground seems dead for a big part of
the year, it breaks through the ground
when the season is right.  

So does the church go through seasons. 
We look for renewal and may be
impatient for it to burst onto the scene,
but our faith reminds us that God's time
can't be forced. So what do we do in the
meantime? Ground ourselves in God's
word and commit to walking alongside
one another for the full journey.  

The Mission Study Team looks forward
to studying the results of the church
surveys. As of Sunday morning, over 100
people have returned a survey. Thank
you! Once the team receives the results
and has a chance to digest the
information, they will share it with you.
Be on the lookout for articles in the
Action, Moments in worship, and
opportunities to gather together (Zoom
and in person) to share what we are
learning.  

In the meantime, I invite you to begin
thinking about a biblical image or story
that resonates with you when you reflect
upon First Presbyterian Church. Email,
call, or write me your ideas on this. It
might be from the Old or New
Testament, a prophecy or a parable, a
psalm or epistle.  What vision do you
have of your participation in this
particular community of faith?  Think on
these things over the next few weeks.

Finally, I want to thank the Reopening
Team and worship volunteers for their
many efforts to provide for in-person,
indoor worship.  It takes a lot of effort to
make this happen and keep the
virtual/tech side of things working
effectively, too. Staff members Jeanna
and Tommy have gone over and above in
providing for as safe an environment as
possible. We look forward to the day
when we will all be able to gather safely
and sing the songs of our faith and
participate in liturgy and prayers. Until
then, we rejoice in the ways we can be
drawn together to worship.  

Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

Pastor Nancy will be on vacation April
19-24.  Please call the office for any
pastoral emergencies.

First Presbyterian Action              Page 2



LAY LEADER SCHEDULE

CONFIRMATION UPDATE

LOOKING AHEAD...

WORSHIP NOTES

April 18 - Charles Bowyer
April 25 - Bill McMurray

Confirmation Schedule
Sunday, April 18 3:00-6:00 mini retreat
Sunday, April 25 5:00-6:00
Sunday, May 2 5:00-6:00

Meeting with Session is to be arranged. 

Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for May 9th!  

 Youth Sunday 
is scheduled for 

May 16th!

Worshiping In-Person? Take note of these
suggestions:
Ì Remember that bulletins will not be handed out at

church. Download and print your bulletin at home,
then bring it with you. Or consider downloading
it on your smartphone or tablet so you can follow
along.  

Ì If you have young children, put a bag together
with crayons, paper, and a storybook so that they
might express themselves creatively during the
service.

Ì The postlude follows the prayer of dedication, but
the service will end with the blessing after the
postlude.  Then please wait for the ushers to
dismiss your row.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff , Interim DCE/F

Join us for Sunday School!
Adult Zoom Sunday School:   9:30-10:15 a.m.

Judges by J.D. Greear. Missed a session? You can
find the video on FPC’s bookshelf through
RightNow Media.
Interested in a little social time? Log on at 9:15!

Senior High Sunday School:   9:45-10:45 a.m.
Calling all 9th-12th graders! Come join this
dynamic group as they strengthen their faith and
share Christian fellowship, safely socially
distanced. Meets in the fellowship hall.

A Big Shout Out and Thank You
to our YD’s and advisors who
helped make our Easter Egg Hunt
a big success! Special thanks to
Travis Fortune for taking the
cutest little “Bunny” pictures you
have ever seen! Our fellowship
hall was alive with the joyful
laughter and chatter of our
children. Many thanks to all who
participated.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Vacation Bible School will be held

June 14-17
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Join us for “Discovery on Adventure Island” by
Cokesbury! Children will go on a four-day trek to
discover God’s great light. 

We are limiting participation to FPC children and
grandchildren only this year, so that we can gather
and celebrate God’s Word safely.
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GREEN SCHOLARSHIP

 SAFETY TEAM

OUTDOOR MEMORIAL SERVICE

The Session and the Endowment Ministry Team of the
Session would like to invite eligible persons to apply for
a grant from the Winnifred Zimmerman Green Higher
Education Scholarship Fund. The Scholarship was made
possible by a generous gift from the estate of long time
member Winnie Green to aid "worthy students of high
academic achievement" with their college expenses.

The Session has established guidelines for the awarding
of grants. Grants will be awarded each spring; students
receiving scholarships shall not be guaranteed renewal
of scholarships. Students must re-apply for a new grant
each year. 

The application deadline for this year is May 1.
Application forms and the full list of applicant
guidelines are available from the church office, on the
lobby side of Jeanna's service window, or may be
downloaded at www.fpclexnc.com under the "News"
tab.

Volunteers are needed for the church's Safety Team.
These folks serve on a rotating basis each Sunday and
help keep our worshipers secure! If you are interested in
serving, or if you have questions, please contact Sammy
McFarland at swmcfarland@gmail.com.

A Memorial Service will be held for Joan Mitchell on
Sunday, April 18 at 12:30 p.m. on the SIDE lawn of
the church.  Bring your own lawn chair, dress for the
weather, and wear your face covering. Come join the
Mitchell family and friends as we celebrate Joan’s
life. In life and in death we belong to God.
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NOTE OF THANKS

THE TECH TEAM NEEDS YOU!

DOOR CODES CHANGING

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the many sympathy cards and good
thoughts sent to our family. Your kindness and prayers
have helped us through a very difficult time.

Sincerely,
Edna Benjamin

Our Tech Team has been working hard over the course
of the last year to install equipment and streamline the
process for live streaming our services. They are
looking for more folks to join their ranks who would be
interested in running the video and sound board for
Sunday morning worship services. Training is available!
The more people we have on board, the easier it will be
on the whole team, as a rotation can be set up to lighten
the work load on everyone. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please
contact Blake Benton at blakebenton@gmail.com. 

Our door codes are changing! It has been some time
since our door codes were changed. We will be purging
the system and programming new codes next week.
This means that, if you have used a code to gain
entrance to the building in the past, that code will no
longer work and you will need a new door code. Please
contact Jeanna (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com)
for assistance.
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PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

IN MEMORIAM

MEMORIAL GIFTS

OFFICE HOURS

The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2021-2022 year!
Spaces are available for two year old, three year old, and
Pre-K students. If you or a friend are interested in
enrolling a child or grandchild, please contact Director
Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140, ext. 205 or
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com.

The congregation extends its sympathy to Edna
Benjamin and her family due to the death of her
daughter, Nancy Van Hevelingen, on March 26. Please
keep Edna and her family in your prayers.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Al Cox from Birke and Amy McNeill, designated to the
Memorial Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Bob Oates from the Wetherill Family, designated to the
Garden Fund.

This is a friendly reminder that the church office is open
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00 PM-5:00
PM and Friday, 9:00 AM-Noon. The church office is
not open after Noon on Fridays.
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WHAT IS AN ELDER?

An Elder is a person who leads and serves by example
to the church in the Session. They lead the church,
teach, give pastoral care, pray for the church members,
and work together with church members through
planning teams to meet the needs of the church. Elders
are under the authority of Christ Jesus, as they lead by
Christ's example. 

The Ministry Planning Teams here at First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington are:
C Worship and Music Ministry Team
C Member Care and Guest Outreach Ministry Team
C Educational Ministry Team
C Congregational Life / Fellowship Ministry Team
C Faith in Action Ministry Team
C Stewardship and Benevolent Support Ministry Team
C Financial Ministry Team (includes Endowment)
C Building and Grounds Ministry Team
C Personnel Ministry Team

If you would like to prayerfully nominate a member of
our church to be considered for the rising Class of 2022
Elders, please send the name you would like to
nominate to Jan Kiefer, chair of the Nominating
Committee  by phone or text- 336-906-3915, or email-
jan_c_kiefer@yahoo.com.

Your Nominating Committee for this year are: Mike
Albert, Mary Cook Koontz, Amy McNeill, Brian
Turlington, Jimmy Holshouser; Jan Kiefer, chair; and 
Pastor Nancy Dederer, Resource Pastor.

In a world filled with
causes for worry and
anxiety - we need the
peace of God standing
guard over our hearts
and minds.

-Jerry W. McCant

The balance is, as always, delicate. We seldom find the
center. We are constantly falling off one side or the
other. But the center is always there, waiting for us to
discover it.

-Madeleine L'Engle

Amazing Human Bodies
I have just come across some physiological facts. They

are given as being true of the average woman, but I suppose
that in general they will also be true of man. The average
woman owns 750 movable muscles, 500 of which work in
pairs. Her skin covers an area of 20 square feet. In any piece
of her skin the size of a postage stamp, there are four yards
of nerves, a hundred sweat glands, fifteen oil glands, a yard
of blood vessels, and three million assorted cells!' When you
think of that, you can only say that in truth we are "fearfully
and wonderfully made" (Psalm 139:14, nrsv).

-William Barclay

The Joy of the Resurrection

We Christians simply cannot get over the reality of
the Resurrection. For us, the fact that God raised Christ
from the dead proves that Christ's way alone is God's
answer to the sins and horrors of the world. The truths
Christ brought when he walked on Earth stand solid and
irrefutable. The light he brought is the only light that
never goes out for it is the eternal light of God's glory.

Christ's life is truly the clearest example of how God
intends for us to live. Christ's way is the way that makes
the most sense for living on this earth. The true saints
have proven that over and over.

The hope which Christ offers us is the only true and
lasting hope. Ultimately, it is our only real assurance
that life can be good and joyous for everyone. Read the
words St. Paul wrote to the church at Rome and apply
it to your own life: "Just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in
a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in
a resurrection like his" (Romans 6:4-5, nrsv).

If that is not a tremendous cause for abiding joy,
then what is?
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for March: 119 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for March: 77 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items
for  Davidson Medical Ministries as part of
Touching Davidson County with Love. Due to
COVID restrictions, we were unable to collect these
items as planned. DMMC is still in need, and we
are now in a position to resume our collections.
You may bring your donations to the church and
place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. The item collection cards are posted on the
Faith in Action bulletin board in the Third Avenue
hallway and are also listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (Naval Officer Candidate School)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Robin Shuster - knee replacement and ankle clean out pending
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Jan Greer
Cloyd Philpott
Margie Clark - recovering from hip replacement on 1/28
JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Jeff Griffith - recovering from hip replacement surgery
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Sally (sister of Emmy Floyd) 
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Jimmy Holshouser - recovering from surgery 
Regina Harris 
Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Melissa Smith & family - death of her mother in January 

2021
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) - Hospice care
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Abby Oliver
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis
Edna Benjamin

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Jason Miller
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters

Jeff Check
Jean Hann
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
Doris Hedrick
The Hiller Family

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Denise Gilbert
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
Martha Briggs Winters
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). 

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live
stream. 

Those who subscribe to
our YouTube channel will
be notified any time we
add a new video.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 18
Holy Lord, we need Your healing touch in so many
ways - in our bodies, our minds, our hearts, our
emotions, our spirits. We ask You to pour Your
healing power on us and into us, that it might touch
all the parts of us that are damaged, scarred, or
broken and make them whole. In doing so, we pray
that others would see Your mighty hand at work
through our lives. We give You all the glory, praise,
and honor, and we pray this with thankful hearts, in
the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 25
Gracious God, we live in a world of violence, hatred,
hurt, and brokenness. At times, we are overwhelmed
by these things. We ask that You would help our
hearts stay tender, that we would be moved by the
things that move You, rather than growing cold or
cynical. Help us to be Your people, a people who are
true to Your Word and Your ways, so that we may
walk and serve and reflect Your Light, that the whole
world would see You and know that there is a God in
heaven, and You are good. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 2
We praise You, Creator-God, Giver of Life, for it is
You who carefully and wonderfully made us. We
thank You, Father-God, that if we ask You for bread,
You won’t give us a stone. We rejoice that we are
Yours and that You know us intimately, right down
to the number of hairs on our heads. Thank You for
loving us with a love that knows no bounds. We ask
that You would so fill us with Your love that it
overflows and pours out of us like a free-flowing
fountain to touch those with whom we come in
contact, that it might bring healing to this world and
glory to Your name. We give You thanks in the
precious name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing program
that can be run on a computer or a smart phone, to
conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to meet together, to
see each other, and to talk just like we are in a room
together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage you
to download the application and install it. This will allow
you to participate in whatever online gatherings we might
have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoo
m.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

If you do not have either a computer or a smart phone,
there is a way you can still participate over a regular
phone. The access number to call is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the # sign.”
You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID number with
the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID number.
• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by the

# sign. Just press #. We do not use this function. 
• You will be asked to say your name followed by the

#sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be added to the
meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have to
do is follow the above directions and use the meeting
ID: 295 249 020. If prompted for a passcode, please
enter 1234. Once you have joined, you will be able to
hear the audio from the worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-552-
958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on Sundays
295-249-020 (passcode 1234)

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays 968
4279 0818

As we have begun to rely more heavily on Zoom, please
check with the church office before testing a meeting
link to be sure a scheduled meeting is not in progress,
as you may disrupt the scheduled meeting and cause the
participants to be booted from the virtual meeting room.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(Live Streamed @ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

INDOOR, IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Sundays, 11 AM 

Please make your reservation with Jeanna by phone or email, 
Mondays at 9:00 AM through Thursdays at Noon.

Reservations must be confirmed by Jeanna to be valid.
Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOAN MITCHELL
Sunday, April 18, 12:30 PM

Bring your own chair, dress for the weather, wear your face mask, and
join the Mitchell family and friends on the side lawn to celebrate Joan's life.


