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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(In-person or Live Streamed
via YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

The Session has approved worship services for
both Confirmation and Youth Sundays (May 9
and 16, respectively) to be held outdoors in order
to accommodate more attendees. In the event that
we experience inclement weather, the services
will be moved indoors with a limit of 50
attendees. If you would like to attend the indoor
service in the event of inclement weather, you
will still need to make a reservation with the
church office the week before. No reservation is
needed if you only plan to attend the outdoor
service.

On behalf of the FPC family, we wish to
express our heartfelt gratitude to Johnny and
Sydney Beck for faithfully preparing
Communion elements for our worship
services. Johnny and Sydney recently decided
to “retire” from this duty after 36 years of
dedicated service to our church family. They
have purchased the bread and juice and
prepared the elements for nearly all of our
Communion observances these many years,
and we are thankful for their dedication,
service, and love to both our Lord and to our
church family. Thank you, Johnny and
Sydney, for all you have done for us!

All members of our church serve our
congregation in their own special ways,
giving freely of their talents. A great
example is our beautiful new sound
booth in the back corner of our sanctuary.
Roddie Hobbs used his incredible
craftmanship skills to build and install
this booth after much collaboration with
the Technology Team. It is highly
functional and beautiful, and looks like it
has been in our sanctuary forever. Thank
you, Roddie, for answering this call and
using your talents in His service.
Broadcast of our worship services has
been invaluable during the COVID-19
pandemic, and this will allow us to
continue this “broadcast ministry,”
reaching shut-ins and others who cannot
attend in person. Thank you, Roddie!
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FROM THE PASTORFirst
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Wednesday before publication.

  

Dear Friends,

We are still in the season of Easter, so I
greet you with an Alleluia!  Christ is
risen indeed!  

Jesus always seems to be breaking into
disciples' conversations during the Easter
season scriptures.  He seems to know just
when to appear and encourage his
followers along their walk of faith.  On
the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24), in the
locked room of a house (John 20), Jesus
offers peace and sends them out into the
world in his name.  How have you
experienced Jesus this past month?  How
have you shared the Easter story?  

As we step into May, each Sunday will
prepare us for our own faith journey.  On
May 2nd, we will return to the theme of
the PC(USA) Great Ends of the Church. 
Do you remember those from winter?

1. The proclamation of the gospel for
the salvation of humankind;

2. The shelter, nurture, and spiritual
fellowship of the children of God;

3. The maintenance of divine worship;
4. The preservation of the truth;

There are just two Great Ends left.  We
will pick up the 5th Great End, The
Promotion of Social Righteousness, on
May 2nd.   On May 9th we will focus on
#6:  The Exhibition of the Kingdom of
Heaven to the World.  May 9th will also
be Confirmation Sunday, so the topic
seems especially appropriate.  We hope
you will join us for outdoor worship on
the 9th, as our youth make a commitment
to follow Jesus and share God's love. 
May 16th is Youth Sunday, and we plan
for that service to be outdoors, as well. 
Worshiping outdoors makes it possible
for everyone to attend these extra-special
services.  In the case of inclement
weather, however, worship will be held

indoors with limited capacity, so go
ahead and make a reservation to be on the
safe side.  

Looking ahead to May 23rd, we will
celebrate Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
descended upon Jesus' disciples as
tongues of fire and emboldened them to
proclaim the gospel to the people
gathered.  This is often known as the
Birthday of the Christian Church.  We
finish the month with Trinity Sunday, on
May 30th, when we remember the
mystery of our Three-in-One God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Three of
our members will help in the worship
leadership this day by sharing a part of
their faith story.  The 30th is also
Memorial Day Weekend. 

As you can see, the month is filled with
messages and messengers to strengthen
our faith and help us deepen our
commitment to Christ.  I hope this will be
your experience.

Deep peace of Christ to you,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff , Interim DCE/F

WHY AREN’T WE SINGING IN CHURCH?

Join us for Sunday School!
Adult Zoom Sunday School:   9:30-10:15 a.m.

Interested in a little social time? Log on at 9:15!
Senior High Sunday School:   9:45-10:45 a.m.

9th-12th graders, join this dynamic group as they
strengthen their faith and share Christian
fellowship, safely socially distanced. Meets in the
fellowship hall.

YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, May 16, 11:00 AM
Outdoor service, weather permitting

SAVE THE DATE!!

Vacation Bible School
will be held
June 14-17

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Join us for “Discovery on Adventure Island” by
Cokesbury! Children will go on a four-day trek to
discover God’s great light. 

We are limiting participation to FPC children and
grandchildren only this year, so that we can gather and
celebrate God’s Word safely.

Confirmation Schedule
Sunday, May 2 5:00-6:00

Meeting with Session is Sunday, May 9 at 10:00 AM. 

Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for May 9th!  

As a music educator, I have been following the
scientific research very closely this year. Even though
our state is nearly 30% fully vaccinated, the
recommendation is still to limit indoor singing and any
activity with significant voice projection that may
increase respiratory droplets. While masks help to limit
the spread of aerosols, singing produces more
respiratory droplets than speaking. Aerosols can saturate
indoor environments, like our sanctuary, increasing risk
for COVID transmission. For this reason, we have
placed any solo or small group singing towards the end
of the service, so we can clear the space and let the
HVAC system do its job. 

As the vaccination rate increases and the community
infection rate decreases, we can slowly add larger
singing groups in our sanctuary.  I look forward to the
day when we can all
lift our voices as one
in song!  

Shelley Jennings,
M.M.
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GREEN SCHOLARSHIP

 SAFETY TEAM

THE TECH TEAM NEEDS YOU!

The Session and the Endowment Ministry Team of
the Session would like to invite eligible persons to
apply for a grant from the Winnifred Zimmerman
Green Higher Education Scholarship Fund. The
Scholarship was made possible by a generous gift
from the estate of long time member Winnie Green to
aid "worthy students of high academic achievement"
with their college expenses.

The Session has established guidelines for the
awarding of grants. Grants will be awarded each
spring; students receiving scholarships shall not be
guaranteed renewal of scholarships. Students must
re-apply for a new grant each year. 

The application deadline for this year is May 1.
Application forms and the full list of applicant
guidelines are available from the church office, on the
lobby side of Jeanna's service window, or may be
downloaded at www.fpclexnc.com under the "News"
tab.

Volunteers are needed for the church's Safety Team.
These folks serve on a rotating basis each Sunday and
help keep our worshipers secure! If you are interested
in serving, or if you have questions, please contact
Sammy McFarland at swmcfarland@gmail.com.

Our Tech Team has been working hard over the course
of the last year to install equipment and streamline the
process for live streaming our services. They are
looking for more folks to join their ranks who would be
interested in running the video and sound board for
Sunday morning worship services. Training is available!
The more people we have on board, the easier it will be
on the whole team, as a rotation can be set up to lighten
the work load on everyone. 

If you are interested in being
part of this ministry, please
contact Blake Benton at
blakebenton@gmail.com. 
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PROCEDURES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP

LAY LEADER SCHEDULE

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house
of the Lord!”  ~Psalm 122:1

It has been a joy to welcome worshipers back into the
sanctuary these past few weeks.  We give thanks for the
Reopening Committee and all the volunteers who have
worked to provide as safe an environment as possible.  We
are also grateful for our Tech Team volunteers who make it
possible for folks to keep worshiping online, as well.

Our protocols continue for indoor worship, most
importantly, wearing a mask that covers both mouth and
nose, and physically distancing from those outside your
household.  The other protocols are found on our website or
can be mailed to you upon request.

In-person, indoor worship attendance is still limited, and
reservations must be made by contacting Jeanna the week
prior to the Sunday you wish to attend. You may call or
email the office beginning Monday morning at 9:00 through
Thursday Noon, or until the capacity is reached, whichever
comes first. Your reservation must be confirmed by Jeanna,
and seats will be assigned, with members of the same
household being seated together.  

On Sunday morning, please enter the building at the 3rd
Avenue entrance, where your temperature will be taken.  An
usher will guide worshipers to their assigned pew. Printed
bulletins will not be available, so we encourage you to print
the bulletin from the website before arriving or to follow
along on your smartphone or tablet. Following the service,
an usher will dismiss the worshipers, beginning at the back.
Depart through the Narthex/Main Street doors. Those who
need the ramp in the Lobby are welcome to use it. 

The Reopening Committee continues to monitor the
changing guidelines from the NC Department of Health, the
CDC, and Salem Presbytery.  If you have any questions, do
not hesitate to contact Richard Goff, chair of the Reopening
Committee; Margaret King, Clerk of Session; or Pastor
Nancy. We look forward to the day when it is truly safe for
all of us to gather together in worship, learning, and
fellowship again.  

 

May 2 - David Durrell
May 9 - Meredith Trout
May 16 - Youth Sunday
May 23 - Margie Clark
May 30 - Pat Ulmer
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PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

NOTE OF THANKS

2 CENTS A MEAL OFFERING

OFFICE HOURS

The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2021-2022 year!
Spaces are available for two year old, three year old, and
Pre-K students. If you or a friend are interested in
enrolling a child or grandchild, please contact Director
Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140, ext. 4 or
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com.

Dear First Presbyterian Family, 

Thank you for the cards, notes, phone calls, and many
other expressions of concern and care to me during my
recovery. You have blessed me so much!

Lucy Finley

We are still receiving the 2 Cents A Meal offering!
Helping agencies within Salem Presbytery on a mission
to combat hunger are eligible to apply for grants funded
by monies received from this offering. In our
community, Pastor's Pantry and the Crisis Ministry have
both previously received hunger grants from the
Presbytery. You may drop your donations off at the
church, or you may mail your check, made payable to
First Presbyterian Church, to us at PO Box 586,
Lexington NC 27293. Please note "2 Cents A Meal" in
the memo line of your check. 

This is a friendly reminder that the church office is open
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00 PM-5:00
PM and Friday, 9:00 AM-Noon. The church office is
not open after Noon on Fridays.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for March: 119 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for April: 53 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items
for  Davidson Medical Ministries as part of
Touching Davidson County with Love. Due to
COVID restrictions, we were unable to collect these
items as planned. DMMC is still in need, and we
are now in a position to resume our collections.
You may bring your donations to the church and
place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. The item collection cards are posted on the
Faith in Action bulletin board in the Third Avenue
hallway and are also listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (Naval Officer Candidate School)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Robin Shuster - knee replacement and ankle clean out pending
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Jan Greer
Cloyd Philpott
Margie Clark - recovering from hip replacement on 1/28
JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Sally (sister of Emmy Floyd) 

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Jimmy Holshouser - recovering from surgery 
Regina Harris 
Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) - Hospice care
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

The congregation extends its sympathy
to Susan Whitesides and her family due
to the death of her step-daughter, Kim
Mattheis, on March 28. 

The congregation also extends its
sympathy to Amy McNeill and her
family due to the death of her
grandmother, Shirley Bennett or
Edgewater, Florida, on April 11.

Please keep these families in your prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
Abby Oliver
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis
Edna Benjamin

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Jason Miller
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters

Jeff Check
Jean Hann
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
Doris Hedrick
The Hiller Family

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Denise Gilbert
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
Martha Briggs Winters
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

MISSING ITEMS

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). 

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live
stream. 

Those who subscribe to
our YouTube channel will
be notified any time we
add a new video.

The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship has misplaced a paper
bag of devotional books. It was last seen at the church.
If you have seen this bag of devotionals, please contact
Bill Bryan at               

Prayer Focus for the Week of April 25
Gracious God, we live in a world of violence, hatred,
hurt, and brokenness. At times, we are overwhelmed
by these things. We ask that You would help our
hearts stay tender, that we would be moved by the
things that move You, rather than growing cold or
cynical. Help us to be Your people, a people who are
true to Your Word and Your ways, so that we may
walk and serve and reflect Your Light, that the whole
world would see You and know that there is a God in
heaven, and You are good. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 2
We praise You, Creator-God, Giver of Life, for it is
You who carefully and wonderfully made us. We
thank You, Father-God, that if we ask You for bread,
You won’t give us a stone. We rejoice that we are
Yours and that You know us intimately, right down
to the number of hairs on our heads. Thank You for
loving us with a love that knows no bounds. We ask
that You would so fill us with Your love that it
overflows and pours out of us like a free-flowing
fountain to touch those with whom we come in
contact, that it might bring healing to this world and
glory to Your name. We give You thanks in the
precious name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 9
Merciful Lord, we are so grateful for the youth of our
church. We thank You for Your blessings on both
our Confirmands, who have been received into the
membership of the church, and on our high school
youth, who will be leading our worship service on
May 16. Help us to be living examples of Your Word
and Your Way, not just to the youth in our church,
but to all with whom we interact. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church &
church family. We encourage you to cut out the
prayer from the newsletter and place it in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.
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ONLINE MEETINGS

We continue to use Zoom, a video conferencing program
that can be run on a computer or a smart phone, to
conduct virtual meetings. It allows us to meet together, to
see each other, and to talk just like we are in a room
together. 

If you have a computer or smart phone, we encourage you
to download the application and install it. This will allow
you to participate in whatever online gatherings we might
have, including Sunday school. 

Please note: Zoom has begun requiring passwords for

some meetings. If Zoom requires a password, please
enter fpclexnc.

Here are the links to download the program.

For your computer:
https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting

For an iPhone: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307

For Android phones:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoo
m.videomeetings

Or you could go to the website: zoom.us.

If you do not have either a computer or a smart phone,
there is a way you can still participate over a regular
phone. The access number to call is  646-558-8656.

• Once you call this access number, you will be
prompted for a “Meeting ID followed by the #
sign.” You then put in the 9 digit Meeting ID
number with the #sign. 

• Each “meeting” has a different Meeting ID number.
• You will be asked for a participant ID followed by

the # sign. Just press #. We do not use this function. 
• You will be asked to say your name followed by the

#sign. Once you hit the # sign you will be added to
the meeting.

We will stream the audio of the worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. over a Zoom meeting for those who
do not have computers or smart phones. All you have to
do is follow the above directions and use the meeting
ID: 295 249 020. If prompted for a passcode, please
enter 1234. Once you have joined, you will be able to
hear the audio from the worship service. 

If you do have a smart phone or computer, please go to
the church website (www.fpclexnc.com) to watch the
service through the YouTube video link.

Here are our recurring meetings and their ID numbers:

C Men’s Breakfast Devotional on Tuesdays at 7:30
a.m.  131- 411- 249

C Adult Sunday School on Sundays at 9 a.m. 872-
552-958

C Sunday Worship Audio Feed at 11 a.m. on
Sundays 295-249-020 (passcode 1234)

C Thursday Prayer Group at 11 AM on Thursdays
968 4279 0818

As we have begun to rely more heavily on Zoom, please
check with the church office before testing a meeting
link to be sure a scheduled meeting is not in progress,
as you may disrupt the scheduled meeting and cause the
participants to be booted from the virtual meeting room.

First Presbyterian Action              Page 10

http://www.fpclexnc.com)


2 - Craig Koontz
3 - Davis Welborn, Myers Welborn
5 - Charles McGirt
9 - Gwen Greathouse
10 - Ellen Sowers
11 - Richard Goff, BettyKerr Osborne, Sarah Henderson
12 - Alan Carson, Sol Coltrane
13 - Art Gray
14 - Mary Cook Koontz, Emmy Floyd, Cameron Benton

15 - Dave Fulp
17 - Susan Gardner
20 - Ed Kiefer
21 - Patty King, Teresa Herman, Olivia Durrell
23 - Nicholas Priddy
24 - Jeri Wynn
25 - Jack Harman
27 - Emily Harman, Catherine Benton
31 - David Trout

God Isn’t Deaf

Little Sonia was praying
loudly to God and asking for
a new doll for her birthday.
Her mother interrupted her
and said, "There's no need to
shout. God isn't deaf."

Sonia responded, "No, but Grandpa is and he's in the
family room watching TV."

Truthful Answer

A Sunday school teacher was telling the story of the Good
Samaritan. In graphic detail she described how the
assaulted man was left helpless beside the road. Then she
asked the class, "If you came upon a wounded man lying
by the road and he had blood all over him, what would
you do?"

A dainty girl spoke first, "I think," she said with a wince,
"that I'd probably throw up."

It is light that enables us to see the difference between
things; and it is Christ that gives us light.

-A.W. Hare and J.C. Hare

Short and Sweet

Nineteenth-century pastor Charles Haddon (C.H.)
Spurgeon was known as the "prince of preachers." He
founded a seminary in London, now named Spurgeon's
College, and taught young pastors-in-training how to
prepare sermons. 

Spurgeon often gave students a Scripture text and then
had them deliver extemporaneous sermons. One
afternoon, he assigned Luke 19:1-10 to the shortest
class member.

The student immediately stood up and said, "Mr.
President and brethren, my subject is Zacchaeus, and it
is therefore most appropriate to me. First, Zacchaeus
was little of stature, as am I. Second, Zacchaeus was up
a tree; so am I. Third, Zacchaeus made haste to come
down; so will I." 

When the young man sat down, his classmates urged
him to continue. But Spurgeon loved the sermon,
saying, "No, he could not add anything to such a perfect
little speech without spoiling it."

 "To have grown wise and kind is real success."
 -Anonymous
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(In-person or Live Streamed
@ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

INDOOR, IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Sundays, 11 AM 

Please make your reservation with Jeanna by phone or email, 
Mondays at 9:00 AM through Thursdays at Noon.

Reservations must be confirmed by Jeanna to be valid.
Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

OUTDOOR SERVICES SCHEDULED
Sundays, May 9 & 16, 11:00 AM

Confirmation Sunday & Youth Sunday, respectively. 
Weather permitting. 

Please make a reservation in case of inclement weather,
which would move the service indoors with limited attendance.


