
Youth Sunday, May 16

11:00 AM
in the Sanctuary

YOUTH SUNDAY/GRADUATION SUNDAY

SESSION CALLS

 May 11, 2021 Vol. 194  No. 9

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(In-person or Live Streamed
via YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

We will seat 90 in the sanctuary, in addition
to our youth and musicians. For this Sunday
only, we will accommodate another 50
attendees in the fellowship hall (watching via
live stream) if needed. 

We will also be honoring our graduating high
school seniors during this service.

Reservations may be made with the
church office (336-248-2140, ext. 1 or
office@fpclexnc.com) through Noon,
May 13. After Noon on Thursday, please
call or text Richard Goff for reservation
availability at  336-782-4341.

O u r  S e s s i o n
members have
been faithfully
reaching out to
members of our
church family with

weekly phone calls since the beginning of the
COVID pandemic back in March 2020. Now
that vaccines are being administered, the
number of COVID cases is declining, and the
Governor has eased restrictions so that
people are able to get out of the house a bit
more, the Session will be reducing the

frequency of their calls to twice a month. 

If you would like to be removed from this
call list, please contact Jeanna in the
church office (336-248-2140, ext. 1 or
office@fpclexnc.com) and let her know. 
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FROM THE PASTORFirst
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
PastorNancy@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian Ed
Mrs. Karen Carrickhoff
karenc@fpclexnc.com

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Director of Contemporary Worship
Mr. Jack Harman
jharman@fpclexnc.com

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

  

Dear Friends,

This past Sunday, the scripture was Acts
1:1-11, the story of Jesus' Ascension and
a  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  t h e
disciples-turned-apostles. Before Jesus
sent them out as witnesses to the ends of
the earth, he told them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Holy Spirit.   

Waiting. It's such a chore. The apostles
probably didn't even know what Jesus
really meant, even though he'd talked to
them about the Spirit before.  Waiting is
rarely easy.  We usually know what we
want and want to go for it. As children,
we couldn't wait until Christmas
morning---but we did!  And what an
exciting gift we found under the tree or in
the stocking.  When was the last time you
waited with such anticipation?  

As adults, we often interpret waiting as a
waste of time, as not getting anywhere. 
We murmur under our breath that all
"this time" will be for naught.  

When Jesus told his disciples to wait for
the gift, it's not as if they sat and did
nothing for another 10 days.  They added
to their circle of leadership. They
gathered as believers and prayed.  When
the Holy Spirit came upon them at
Pentecost, they were ready to move out
and proclaim God's word to the ends of
the earth, to exhibit the Kingdom of
Heaven on Earth, as our sixth Great End
of the Church calls us to do.

First Presbyterian Church is waiting for a
new pastor. And the Mission Study Team
has heard your laments about the length
of time it is taking. The Presbyterian
Process is a lengthy one.  

It is not unusual for a transitional pastor
to serve a church in transition for 18-24
months before the church calls a new
pastor. Even though Pastor Lee left a year
ago, I have only been here for 7 ½
months. The Mission Study Team is
working hard.  They have met 16 times in
19 weeks and have completed
assignments in between meetings. Their
purpose is to do an in-depth study of the
congregation, its mission and ministry,
discern where God is leading, create a
new mission statement and write a report. 
When you think of the size of FPC and
the variety of ministries and mission
work you have been involved in, you may
begin to understand the breadth of their
responsibility.  

The past couple weeks they've been
discussing the church survey results and
how those fit in with all the other
information they've been gathering,
including the feedback elders received
from their weekly calls earlier in the year,
the current programs, the financial health,
and well-being of our membership.  It is
a ton of information to work through, and
they are doing it with energy and
faithfulness, with an eye to FPC's future.

The Mission Study Team hopes you will
join them for lunch and discussion
outdoors at the church on Sunday, May
23rd, at 12:30.  We will use this time to
present some of the themes that are rising
from your feedback. There will be large
and small group conversation. (More on
this elsewhere in The Action.)

The Mission Study Team's goal is to
complete their report by early to
mid-summer. The report then goes to
Session for approval and then on to the
Commission on Ministry (COM) of
Salem Presbytery for final approval. I
happen to serve on that committee, so I
will make sure it gets before them!   K
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Pastor Nancy will be on Study Leave May 16-22. 
She is attending the Festival of Homiletics.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Karen Carrickhoff , Interim DCE/F

(“From the Pastor...” continued)

Once the Mission Study Report is approved, the COM
will grant the church permission to form a Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) to begin the work of
calling a new pastor. Don't be alarmed to hear that their
work takes time, as well. The church, using the Mission
Study Report, will write a Ministry Information Form
(MIF). After Session and COM approval, the PNC will
begin to receive Personal Information Forms (PIFs)
from interested pastors. The PNC will conduct
interviews and eventually select a candidate to bring to
the congregation for approval.  

Why is the process so long?  It is to give time for the
church to discern where God is calling them so they
have an idea of the kind of pastor they need to fulfill
their mission. God also uses this time so that just the
right pastor will be ready for you!  

In the meantime we wait. . . .  We expand and equip our
leadership, we consider how God is working in our
midst, and we discover where our church's strengths and
passion intersect with the community's need.  And we
pray, deepening our prayers for the person God is
preparing, even as we pray for the church and world.  

We wait and watch together.  We continue to participate
with worship, study, and mission. And we anticipate the
gift of the Holy Spirit who will match just the right
pastor with this wonderful congregation. Keep the faith!

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

Join us for Sunday School!

Adult Zoom Sunday School:   9:30-10:15 a.m.
Interested in a little social time? Log on at 9:15!

Senior High Sunday School:   9:45-10:45 a.m.
9th-12th graders, join this dynamic group as they
strengthen their faith and share Christian
fellowship, safely socially distanced. Meets in the
fellowship hall.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Vacation Bible School
will be held
June 14-17

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Join us for “Discovery on Adventure Island” by
Cokesbury! Children will go on a four-day trek to
discover God’s great light. 

We are limiting participation to FPC children and
grandchildren only this year, so that we can gather and
celebrate God’s Word safely. Registration begins
soon!
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OUR CONFIRMANDS

This past Sunday, May 9th, we confirmed four teenage boys,
Hayden Ayers, Will Coltrane, Mac Shive and Mac
Timberlake.  We give thanks to God for their faith and the
gifts and energy they bring to our congregation. We
encourage you to read their Statements of Faith, which
follow.

Statement of Faith by Hayden Ayers, son of Brooke and
Justin Wheeles

I believe in God my Lord and Savior. He is the one true
God. He is always there for me and I know God has a plan
for me.

I believe in Jesus Christ who died on the cross to save our
sins. Through him our sins are forgiven.

I believe in the Holy Spirit that guides me in all I do. When
I was saved on a mission trip I felt the Holy Spirit in me and
talking to me. 

Prayer is the way I communicate with God. I pray for the
Holy Spirit will guide me daily.

The church is more than a building. It is a place of peace and
where I can learn more about God through attending church,
Acts Alive, and Sunday School.

I believe sin is going against God's will. I have to seek
forgiveness through his grace. When you sin and feel guilty
that's the Holy Spirit telling you that you did something
wrong.

The Bible is Holy Scripture. It  is used to guide us everyday
and gives us a purpose in life.

As a member of First Presbyterian Church I want to attend
church, Sunday School, youth activities and to support my
church.

Statement of Faith by Mac Shive, son of Liz and Daniel
Shive

I believe in God and the Holy Trinity. I love playing soccer.
God connects to a soccer team like the coach. Also, Jesus is
like the refs because he helps you learn the rules or
commandments. People in the world are players on the field
When people mess up, the coach forgives you. Also, in
soccer there are lots of passes which reminds me of

spreading god's word. Also, when I play, I connect the holy
spirit to the people watching the game cheering you on. I am
a goalkeeper. I try to keep the bad things out but sometimes
they get through. I look to God for forgiveness and guidance. 

Statement of Faith by Will Coltrane, son of Gail and Sol
Coltrane

I believe God guides me and influences me in positive ways. 
I believe that God is always with me.  When I pray it gives
me the strength to get through tough times.  I believe that
Jesus Christ is God's only son and loves me unconditionally
in school, sports, and in everything that I do.

The church has been my foundation for love and support. 
Youth Disciples, Sunday School with Katherine Team and
Teresa Herman, and the congregation have been especially
supportive to me.

I believe sin is the devil trying to tempt me into ways I
shouldn't go.  This is why I do my best to follow Jesus every
day.  The bible gives me direction in my life and teaches me
life lessons.  

I believe the Holy Spirit helps me through difficult times like
when people who are important to me pass away.  As a
member, I intend to be an example of Jesus and continue to
follow him the best that I possibly can.

Statement of Faith by Mac Timberlake, son of Ashley
and Daniel Timberlake

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, and the creator of
heaven and earth. God is my coach, he guides me through
difficult games and will forgive my mistakes like God
forgives a sin. He brings me and my teammates together and
praises me for things that I do good for the team. God is also
my coach in the game of life and always forgives my sins.
The Holy Spirit is like an angel that sits on my shoulder and
tells me to make plays and tells me to do the right thing in
life. The church members are my fans because they support
my faith journey in life like my fans support me throughout
my games. The Bible is my playbook that teaches me and
guides me through life. The Bible teaches me to strive to
possess some of the characteristics that Jesus had like
kindness, loyalty, truthfulness, and forgiveness. As a
member of the First Presbyterian Church, I commit to doing
my best and earning the cheers from the crowd. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

LAY LEADER SCHEDULE

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

Volunteers are needed for the church's Safety Team.
These folks serve on a rotating basis each Sunday and
help keep our worshipers secure! If you are interested in
serving, or if you have questions, please contact Sammy
McFarland at swmcfarland@gmail.com.

Our Tech Team has been
working hard over the course
of the last year to install
equipment and streamline the
process for live streaming our
services. They are looking for
more folks to join their ranks
who would be interested in
running the video and sound board for Sunday morning
worship services. Training is available! The more
people we have on board, the easier it will be on the
whole team, as a rotation can be set up to lighten the
work load on everyone. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please
contact Blake Benton at blakebenton@gmail.com. 

May 2 - David Durrell
May 9 - Meredith Trout
May 16 - Youth Sunday
May 23 - Margie Clark
May 30 - Pat Ulmer

The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2021-2022
year! Spaces are available for two year old, three year
old, and Pre-K students. If you or a friend are
interested in enrolling a child or grandchild, please
contact Director Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140, ext.
4 or jblackerby@fpclexnc.com.

First Presbyterian Action              Page 5



CONGREGATIONAL GATHERING MAY 23

2 CENTS A MEAL OFFERING

The Mission Study Team would like to invite members
of our congregation to an outdoor Gathering (weather
permitting) for conversation about FPC on Sunday,
May 23rd at 12:30 following our indoor worship
service. 

Please bring your own chair. We will provide lunch and
childcare for ages 3 years through 5th grade.

Restrooms will be available! 

For logistic and food service reasons, you must make a
reservation for each individual attending. Please specify
if it is for the Gathering only, or for the Gathering and
lunch and/or childcare. If you plan to not eat lunch but
need childcare for the Gathering, please let us know that
as well. You will need a reservation whether you are
attending worship service that day or not. 

The reservation deadline for the Gathering and lunch  is
Wednesday, May 19.  The reservation deadline for
childcare is also Wednesday, May 19. The reservation
deadline  for the Gathering ONLY is Friday, May 21, by
10 AM. 

You can make a reservation by calling Jeanna at the
church office (336-248-2140, ext. 1) or via FPC email
(office@fpclexnc.com).

Please remember to provide in your voice message or
email to Jeanna your name, phone number , how many
will be attending the gathering, how many need
childcare, the child’s age, and how many want a lunch
box. 

We are still receiving the 2 Cents A Meal offering!
Helping agencies within Salem Presbytery on a mission
to combat hunger are eligible to apply for grants funded
by monies received from this offering. In our
community, Pastor's Pantry and the Crisis Ministry have
both previously received hunger grants from the
Presbytery. You may drop your donations off at the
church, or you may mail your check, made payable to
First Presbyterian Church, to us at PO Box 586,
Lexington NC 27293. Please note "2 Cents A Meal" in
the memo line of your check. 
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MEMBER NEWS

OFFICE HOURS

Dave Fulp graduated from Officer Candidate School
and is now active duty in the United States Navy. Please
continue to pray for Dave as he bravely serves our
country as a member of our military.

Cathy and Walter Fulp send their thanks to the
congregation, saying, “We appreciate all the cards and
prayers from the church members over the last few
months.” 

Byron and Liz Oswald have a new address! Please
note this in your church directories and/or address
books:

Byron & Liz Oswald
2015 Retreat Pointe Rd
West Union SC 29696

This is a friendly reminder that the church office is open
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00 PM-5:00
PM and Friday, 9:00 AM-Noon. The church office is
not open after Noon on Fridays.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for April: 132 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for May: 81 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

Earlier in the year, we had begun to collect items
for  Davidson Medical Ministries as part of
Touching Davidson County with Love. Due to
COVID restrictions, we were unable to collect these
items as planned. DMMC is still in need, and we
are now in a position to resume our collections.
You may bring your donations to the church and
place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. The item collection cards are posted on the
Faith in Action bulletin board in the Third Avenue
hallway and are also listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Robin Shuster - recovering from knee replacement
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Cloyd Philpott
JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Sally (sister of Emmy Floyd) 
Connie Brown (friend of Jimmy Holshouser) - death of her
mother on May 9

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert
Edna Benjamin

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
Gloria Bulluck
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

MISSING ITEMS

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). 

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live
stream. 

Those who subscribe to
our YouTube channel will
be notified any time we
add a new video.

The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship has misplaced a paper
bag of devotional books. It was last seen at the church.
If you have seen this bag of devotionals, please contact
Bill Bryan at (843) 992-9102.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 16
Holy Lord, we walk this week toward Pentecost, a
day that reminds us of the gift of Your Holy Spirit.
Father, for the ways and times in which we have been
complacent, and for the ways in which we have
fallen short of Your will for our lives, we ask for
Your forgiveness. Stir up Your Holy Spirit within us,
renew us, breathe new life into us, and let Your Holy
Spirit move in us and among us, to spur us to even
greater works in Your name, for Your glory. We give
You thanks and praise in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 23
God of Abundance, You are the Giver of all good
gifts. We have so much, and at times, we take it for
granted. Help us to remember that all we have comes
from You, and help us to be a blessing to those
around us, especially when it is difficult. Thank You,
God, for knowing our weaknesses and loving us still.
We pray this in Jesus’ precious name.  Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 30
Blessed Lord, we give You thanks for all those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice to defend our
country’s freedoms. As we remember these fallen
ones this week, help us to also remember that Jesus
gave His life so we might be free - free from the
bonds of sin and death, free to serve You with our
whole hearts, free to love You with all that we are.
Let us not return to the bonds from which we have
been freed, but empower us continue to live in the
freedom we have gained through Christ. We give
You thanks in the might name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church &
church family. We encourage you to cut out the
prayer from the newsletter and place it in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(In-person or Live Streamed
@ YouTube)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

INDOOR, IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Sundays, 11 AM 

Up to 90 attendees, plus worship staff and volunteers.
Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

MISSION STUDY GATHERING & LUNCH
Sunday, May 23, 12:30 PM

Following the worship service.
Please make a reservation for the Gathering, lunch,

and/or child care with the church office.


