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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School
via Zoom
9:30 AM

High School Sunday School
9:45 AM

Worship Service
11:00 AM

(In-person or Live Streamed
via YouTube)

YD’s & Acts Alive
alternating Sundays

6:00 PM

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Worshiping together in person has been a joy
this month! In light of the NC COVID
Guideline Changes announced by Governor
Cooper on May 14, the Reopening
Committee met May 19 to discuss possible
changes to our indoor worship guidelines.
These guidelines were proposed to Session at
its monthly stated meeting the evening of
May 23 and were approved.

What has changed: Reservations are no
longer required in order to attend worship
services, and temperature checks will not be
taken upon entering the building. People may
enter and exit the church through either the
Third Avenue entrance of through the front
doors of the church. We will continue to have
softly spoken vocal responses during worship
services. There will be no limit on the
number of people that can assemble in the
sanctuary.

What remains the same: We will
continue to wear face coverings while
inside the church until children are
vacinated. We will not have
congregational singing until NC
Guidelines allow singing by or within
large groups. We will continue to
exercise social distancing. Ushers can
and should assist in helping with social
distancing as folks are seated in the
sanctuary. We ask that everyone continue
to monitor themselves and family
members for COVID symptoms.

T h e  R e o p e n i n g
Committee will continue
to monitor the situation
and make adjustments to
our protocols as needed.

The Sunday following Pentecost is
designated in the church liturgical calendar as
Trinity Sunday.  Trinity Sunday is a time
when we acknowledge and celebrate the
Triune God: God revealed to us as
Father/Creator, Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit, who sustains us.  This
year, Trinity Sunday falls on May 30th.  For
this special day, several of our members will
share a bit of their faith journey, as it centers
around one of the Persons of the Trinity.  

This is also Memorial Day Weekend. 
We give thanks to God for those who
have served our country and made the
ultimate sacrifice, laying down their lives
for us.  
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Dear Friends,

Grace and peace to you!  Thank you to all
who joined the Mission Study Team for
lunch and conversation on May 23rd. 
We are grateful for your participation as
the team continues to discern God's
direction for FPC.  

In June we will begin a worship series on
the Acts of the Apostles.  Acts is written
by Luke. Where in Luke's Gospel we read
of the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus, in Acts, we learn how the Church
came to life and continues the work that
Christ began.  In Acts, God sends Gospel
into motion. The Risen Christ
accompanies the church. Gifted by the
Spirit, apostles preach, teach, heal,
baptize, and witness God's expanding
inclusivity and grace.  

While at first, the church is painted as a
nearly perfect group of people, we soon
come across their humanity, foibles and
all. Acts helps us imagine that early
community of believers. It includes
harmony and dissonance, unity and
division, sharing and withholding,
wilderness roads and riverside chats,
jailbreaks and shipwreck, and even
someone falling asleep during a sermon! 
All the while, the word of God moves
into the world. The Apostles’ response
might be, "The Spirit led us to it. In
Jesus' name we'll do it.  God will see us
through it.  So be it, Amen!”

I first read Acts as an older teenager and
couldn't put the book down.  It read like
a novel.  I encourage you to open it up
and take a look this summer!  You will
get to know the Church a little bit better! 

See you in worship!

In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

First Presbyterian Action              Page 2



SESSION ANNOUNCES NEW ORGANIST

VBS REGISTRATION NOW UNDERWAY!

We welcome Matthew Cates as our new
Organist at First Presbyterian Church.  Matt is an avid
pianist, organist, harpsichordist, and composer and has
studied and performed extensively in Europe. He has
seen extensive venues across the United States and
Europe, performing at the Washington National
Cathedral, Duke University, Église de La Madeleine,
Église Saint-Eustache de Paris, St. Bernard de La
Chapelle, La Chapelle Royale de Versailles, The
American Cathedral of Paris, and Notre Dame
d'Auteuil, among others. In addition, he has performed
at exclusive venues, including concerts in Palm Beach,
Florida, as well as a "Class of 1936 Distinguished
Organ Recital" at the West Point Military Academy in
New York. 

Matthew is a current student at the University of North
Carolina School of the Arts in Winston-Salem, where
he received his high school diploma in 2018 and
expects to graduate with his bachelor's degree in 2022. 
Matt is excited about playing our organ.  

Beyond music, Matt enjoys most things in God's
creation.  He loves fishing, hunting, hiking, art, and
food.

Matt will play the service on May 30th and then begins
officially with us on June 1st.  Please take time to make
Matt feel at home among us!

Vacation Bible School will be held June 14-17,
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Join us for “Discovery on Adventure Island” by
Cokesbury! Children will go on a four-day trek to
discover God’s great light. We are limiting participation
to FPC children and grandchildren only this year, so that
we can gather and celebrate God’s Word safely.
Registration has begun! Registrations are due by June
6. Due to COVID, we will not be able to accept
registrations the day of. 
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Vacation Bible
School
2021

at First Presbyterian Church
300 South Main Street, Lexington 1   336-248-2140

Monday, June 14 - Thursday, June 17
9:00 am - Noon

Ages: 3 years to rising 5th grade; FPC children & grandchildren only

(Please complete one form per child.)

Child’s First Name: ____________________________ Last Name: ________________________________

Age: _________ Grade child will enter in August: ____________________

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________     State: ______ Zip: ________________

Name of Primary Caregiver during VBS hours: _________________________________________________

      Phone:______________________ Email: ________________________________________________

In Case of Emergency...Contact Name: ________________________________   Phone: _________________

Allergies or Special Medical Information: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ ______

Home Church: ____________________________________________________________________________

Your Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

� I would like to volunteer to help with VBS! Please contact me at: ________________________________

We ask that you please register by Sunday, June 6. Due to COVID, we will NOT accept
registrations the day of VBS. Thank you for registering ahead of time.
For more information, please contact Karen Carrickhoff at 336-248-2140, ext. 3 or karenc@fpclexnc.com.
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MISSION STUDY GATHERING - SHORT RECAP

The Mission Study Team invited the congregation to lunch

and a discussion of the church on Sunday, May 23, We

enjoyed a beautiful day on the church lawn with

approximately 30 people in attendance.

We broke into small groups and discussed the following

topics: 

Staffing - With Christian Education being very

important to our congregation, what staffing options

should we consider? Some options for us to consider are:

Associate Pastor, Co-Pastor Husband/wife team, or A Youth

Director (Lay Person).  

The current DCE model or maybe a revisiting of the current

DCE job description to have more hands on with

youth/college/young adults or developing more youth

ministries.

#62 A comment from survey - I really wish there were

activities for young adults that weren't family centric. I've

thought about moving back to the area, but I don't see a place

for me outside of the child of the church that I am. I grew up

at FPC and I Love it, but I don't see a place for me here

permanently as programming is set up now.

How do we make room for single people of all ages?

Worship - How do we build community/relationships in

the congregation when we attend worship at different

times? A few ideas that were discussed include: Have a

blended service and monthly or in-between times fellowship

- coffee/donuts etc.

What other things could we do?

Suggestions included: Picnic on the Grounds, Picnic at a park, 

Potluck, Attend both services occasionally to see more

people, Invite more people to sign up as Ushers/Lay people.

Pastor Lee's Legacy - What, from Pastor Lee's tenure,

has impacted your spiritual nourishment and growth that

you are hopeful will continue? A few things we remembered

about Pastor Lee's tenure are:  Lee's Open-door policy, Lay

Ministry program, Thursday Morning Prayer Group,

RightNow Media,  Contemporary Service, Stories about him

visiting the sick and dying, Technology, Music, Gathering

Band, Men's Bible Study , Young Adult Bible Study Groups.

Social/Racial Justice Involvement - The survey

revealed that there is an interest in this area. 

When asked how high or low a priority you would

recommend for Adult Christian Education programs

from a list of statements, 75% of 114 people who

answered this question felt either High or Moderately

High priority should be given to Social concern groups

for planning and working on projects directed at

community or social issues/problems

When asked how high or low a priority should be

given related to how the congregation could be

involved with community and social issues, 74% of the

118 people who answered this question felt Either High

or Moderately High priority should be given to:

encouraging the minister to use a portion of his/her

time working with the community and social action

groups.

In the survey comment section, we found some

comments lifted a concern about politicizing or

polarizing our congregation, while there were a number

of survey comments about growing in diversity, and

some were interested in what the Race Unification

Committee would come up with.

(Continued next page K)
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(Mission Study Gathering Recap, continued)

When we think of Social/Racial Justice in our church

and community - How can we be a shining star?

Each small group also discussed a different Bible

scripture and its meaning for us today.

We talked about: 

C Philippians 2:1-11 - “Let this mind be in you that

was also in Christ Jesus.”

C Micah 6:6-8 - “Do justice, love kindness, and walk

humbly with your God.”

C Luke 15:17-32 - The Prodigal Son with a focus on

the older son and his bitterness towards his younger

brother.

C Luke 10:38-42 - How Mary and Martha offered

Hospitality to Jesus.

C I Corinthians 12:14-27 - The Body of Christ

C Luke 9:10-17 - Feeding the Five Thousand

Other Mission Study News

C So far in May, we've shared survey information with

the congregation on three Sundays during The

Moment for Mission Study, at the Mission Study

Gathering, and we'll be sharing again next Sunday,

May 30th.

C We've received a request to share information via

Zoom, similar to the Mission Study Gathering, for

those members who are not ready to meet in person.

Our team will be discussing this at our meeting on

May 26.

For questions or comments please contact any

member of the Mission Study Team:  Beverly Black,

Ann Kiefer, Bill Bryan, Carol Fortune, David Hiller,

Emily Ormond or Pastor Nancy.

Beverly Black 

email - bltnurse@yahoo.com 

phone - 336-240-8496.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

Volunteers are needed for the
church's Safety Team. These
folks serve on a rotating basis
each Sunday and help keep our
worshipers secure! If you are
interested in serving, or if you
have questions, please contact
S a m m y M c F a r l a n d  a t
swmcfarland@gmail.com.

Our Tech Team is looking for
more folks to join their ranks
who would be interested in
running the video and sound
board for Sunday morning
worship services. Training is
available! The more people we
have on board, the easier it will
be on the whole team, as a
rotation can be set up to lighten the work load on
everyone. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please
contact Blake Benton at blakebenton@gmail.com. 

The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2021-2022 year!
Spaces are available for two year old, three year old, and
Pre-K students. If you or a friend are interested in
enrolling a child or grandchild, please contact Director
Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140, ext. 4 or
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com.

4 - Brady Coltrane
6 - Ron Leonard
7 - Katherine White
8 - Joy Harman, Jeff Check, Terri Henderson
10 - Nancy Check
13 - Faith Albert, Stephanie Kiefer, Lisa Lucas
16 - Mike Kiefer, Wyatt Henderson
17 - Emma Coltrane

19 - Regina Harris, Beth White, Jack Hiller
20 - Suzanne Miller, Margie Clark, Michael Holshouser
21 - Amber Manzella
22 - Darcee Neal, Linda Rowe
24 - Kyle Briggs, Brinley Kiefer
25 - Hoke Ayers
26 - Susan McMillan, Roland Trout, Lucy McNeill
29 - Phyllis Hedrick
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS JUNE 6

SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE

MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN MEMORIAM

Beginning Sunday June 6th, we will be operating on

a "summer schedule" through the end of August. The

sanctuary worship service will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

This is a friendly reminder that the church office is

currently open Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-Noon and

1:00 PM-5:00 PM and Friday, 9:00 AM-Noon. The

church office is not open after Noon on Fridays.

Beginning June 18, the church office will begin its

summer schedule and will be closed on Fridays through

August 13.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.

Charlotte Graham Gingerelli, designated to the Music

Fund, from Connie & Lanny Burleson and Kelly

Newsome.

The church has received a gift in honor of the First

Presbyterian Staff and Volunteers, designated to the

Music Fund, from JoAnn Hill.

The congregation extends its sympathy to Tippy &

Nathan Varner, Bren Varner, & Katherine Varner Shoaf

and their family due to the death of Tippy’s father,

Richard Kepley, on April 19, 2021. Please keep the

Varners and their loved ones in your prayers. 
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect mixed  
vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each month. We are

setting ourselves a goal of 125 cans per month.
Your donations of canned mixed vegetables
may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby. 

Collected for April: 132 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for May: 105 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the
church and place them in the designated area u the tv
in the lobby. The item collection cards may be found
on the sill of Jeanna’s service window, lobby side, as
well as being listed below. Thank you  for your
continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: 
C soap
C shampoo
C hand towels
C combs
C toilet paper
C paper towels
C ink pens
C large paper clips
C tape

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Robin Shuster - recovering from knee replacement
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
Cloyd Philpott
JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Sally (sister of Emmy Floyd) 
Connie Brown (friend of Jimmy Holshouser) - death of her
mother on May 9

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced
stage IV colon cancer

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

Due to his battle with Parkinson’s, Harry Grier has been
moved to Brookdale. You may send notes and cards to
him at:

HARRY GRIER
Room 408

161 Young Drive
Lexington NC 27292

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Jerry Yarborough

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Brinley Kiefer 
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert
Edna Benjamin

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
Gloria Bulluck
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live). 
(Please note: the time will change to 10 AM in keeping
with the summer schedule as of June 6.)

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of May 30
Blessed Lord, we give You thanks for all those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice to defend our
country’s freedoms. As we remember these fallen ones
this week, help us to also remember that Jesus gave His
life so we might be free - free from the bonds of sin
and death, free to serve You with our whole hearts, free
to love You with all that we are. Let us not return to the
bonds from which we have been freed, but empower us
continue to live in the freedom we have gained through
Christ. We give You thanks in the mighty name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of June 6
Faithful God, the battles that we face are rarely easy
and often loom large in our eyes. Yet You promised to
never leave us nor forsake us. You promised to give
Your angels charge over us, lest we dash our foot
against a stone. You promised that no weapon formed
against us would prosper. Thank You, Lord, for Your
faithfulness, mercy, and love. We pray this with thanks,
in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of June 13
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful for the opportunity
to minister to Your children through VBS. Please be
with our directors and helpers as they engage these
little ones through Bible stories, music, crafts, and
activities. We thank You for the presence of Your
Spirit, for filling this, Your church, with peace, love,
and laughter this week. Let all who participate in VBS 
be bathed in Your love. Thank You for this wonderful
gift. In Jesus’ holy name, we pray. Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

INDOOR, IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Sundays, 11 AM 

Up to 90 attendees, plus worship staff and volunteers.
Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 

https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 14-17, 9:00 AM-Noon

Due to COVID, limited to FPC children & grandchildren.
Please register by June 6. Registration form included on page 4.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
FOR MEMORIAL DAY

Monday, May 31


