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At the called Congregational Meeting on
June 6, nominees for the Elder Class of 2023
and Nominating Committee of 2021-2022
was presented and voted upon. We are
grateful to all of these folks for agreeing to
serve:

Elders-Elect, Class of 2023
Lynnae Benton
David Durrell
Ryan Gobble
Joy Harman

Teresa Herman
JoAnn Hill

Emelie North
Jed Orman

Katherine Team

Nominating Committee, 2021-2022
Margaret King
Daniel Shive

Birke McNeill
Rebecca Sullivan

We would also like to thank our Elders,
Class of 2021, who will be rotating off of
Session once the new officers-elect are
ordained and installed in July. They,
along with the Class of 2022, have
navigated some difficult waters over the
past year, and we are so grateful for their
leadership and service: Donna Bryan, Jan
Kiefer, Sol Coltrane, Margaret King
(Clerk), Anna Gobble, Robin Team,
Richard Goff, Pat Ulmer, and Bill
Keesler.

The church office begins its summer
schedule on June 18. Regular hours will
be maintained Monday through
Thursday, but the office will be closed on
Fridays.
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Pastor Nancy will be on vacation
June 26 - July 3.  The Rev. Tommy
Wilson, former associate pastor at
First Baptist Church, will preach on
June 27th.

FROM THE PASTOR

TRANSITIONAL NEWS

First
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com
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Ms.  Alma Carlton
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jharman@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mr. Matthew Cates
cates.m@artist.uncsa.edu

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

  

Dear Friends, 

Summer is nearly upon us. That time of
cookouts, swimming pools, and lightning
bugs!  I enjoy the change-up of schedule
that summer often brings. This year is
somewhat different. Instead of things
slowing down, they are starting to open
up!  

After more than a year of COVID-19
limitations, we are now able to gather
more safely and even, praise the Lord,
begin to sing in the last part worship! 
We rejoice in the miracle that is taking
place with the various vaccinations that
allow us to be together. If you are a
teenager or adult and have not yet
received a vaccination, I encourage you
to make an appointment for one. Just like
wearing masks, the COVID-19
vaccination is a way to love your
neighbor. As of June 13th, 35% of
Davidson County has had at least one
dose of vaccination and North Carolina is
almost at 46%, but we can do better. 
Talk to others about it and let’s do our
part to improve our county statistics and
health!  We can be part of this unfolding
miracle.  

Peace to you,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

The Miss ion
S t u d y T e a m
continues to meet
regularly. After
receiving much
congregational
feedback from
the Session questions, survey, May
Gathering, June Zoom Gathering, and
various conversations, they are now
working on using all that input and
information to discern where God is
leading the church. Their work will be
written up in a report and sent on to
Session for approval, hopefully by later
this summer.  Once Session has approved
the Mission Study Report, it will be sent
to Salem Presbytery's Commission on
Ministry. We will keep you posted as to
the process and progress.  
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

COLLEGE GRADS

Congratulations to our high school
graduates, class of 2021! 

C Hoke Ayers, son of Brooke & Justin
Wheeles and grandson of Bill & Ann
McMurray, from  Central Davidson
High School. Hoke plans to attend NC
State University where he will study
Professional Golf Management/Sports
Marketing.

C Catherine Benton, daughter of Blake
& Lynnae Benton, from North
Davidson High School. Catherine plans
to attend East Carolina University Honors College,
where she will major in Nursing and minor in
Biomedical Science.

C Ally Copley, daughter of David Copley and Allyson
Lilly, from Lexington Senior High School. Ally
plans to attend the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and major in Nursing.

C Kaitlyn McNeill, daughter of Birke &
Amy McNeill, from Wesleyan
Christian Academy. Kaitlyn plans to
attend NC State University, where she
will pursue a degree in Fashion and
Textile Management in the Wilson
School of Textiles.

C Emma Turlington, daughter of Brian
& Jennifer Turlington, from West
Davidson High School. Emma plans
to attend NC State University, where
she will major in Psychology and
pursue a career as a Physician's
Assistant.

C Wilson White, son of Mark & Beth White, from 
North Davidson High School. Wilson plans to
attend Davidson-Davie Community College. His
area of study has not yet been determined. 

We would love to celebrate the achievements of our
college graduates! If you have graduated, or have child
or grandchild who has graduated, from college during
2019, 2020, or 2021, please let us know. You may
e i t h e r  c a l l  ( 3 3 6 - 2 4 8 - 2 1 4 0 )  o r  e m a i l
(office@fpclexnc.com) Jeanna and let her know: the
name of the graduate, the graduate’s relationship to you,
the name of the graduate’s school, and the degree they
have obtained, including the area of study (i.e. BA in
Business Administration).  We will publish this
information in a future edition of the ACTION. 
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Lighthouse Keeper Ann prepares our young Explorers
for their first adventure on Adventure Island.

Island Guide Mrs. Bonnie is ready to help her Explorers on
their quest to find the Light.

Vacation
Bible School

2021

VBS is here! A hearty THANK YOU to all of the helpers
who have made Bible School possible, and thank you as
well to our young Explorers for joining us on this
journey!
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IN MEMORIAM

JUNETEENTH FREEDOM CELEBRATION

The congregation extends its sympathy to Jack Harman
and his family due to the death of his beloved cousin
Rodney in Alabama on June 1, 2021.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Kathy
Philpott, Jo Leonard, and Kitty Anderson due to the
death of Cloyd Philpott on June 8, 2021.

The congregation further extends its sympathy to
Meredith Andrews and her family due to the death of her
brother-in-law, Bud Andrews, on June 13, 2021.

Please keep both of these families in your prayers.

On Saturday June 19, 2021, Anything For Our Youth
Group, Inc., in partnership with The City of Lexington,
Davidson-Davie Community College, Uptown
Lexington, Inc., Lexington Chamber of Commerce, and
Lexington Visitors Center will be hosting a Juneteenth
Freedom Celebration community-wide event. 

The virtual event will begin at 3:00 pm. The History
Walking Tour will begin at 6:00 pm at St. Stephen UMC
100 E. 1st Street Lexington, NC and will continue the
tour walking to the 4th Street Park, 412 E. Fourth Street
Lexington, NC. There will be food trucks, vendors,
music, children’s activities, food, and more! We will
continue to practice safe social distancing throughout the
event; it is recommended that attendees wear masks.
Visit the link below to sign up for the virtual event
starting at 3:00 pm.

https://www.mobilize.us/anythingforouryouthgroupinc
/event/383197/

Everyone is invited to participate in this unifying event
for our community.
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GREEN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

MEALS ON WHEELS NEWS

The Endowment Ministry Team is pleased to announce
the following Winnie Green Higher Education
Scholarship recipients for 2021:

David Adams - University of Georgia
Hoke Ayers - NC State University
Cameron Benton - Meredith College
Catherine Benton - East Carolina University
Grayson Gardner - Liberty University
Harrison Gobble - NC State University
Caroline Harman - Wake Forest University
Sarah Henderson - UNC-Chapel Hill
Kaitlyn McNeill - NC State University
Alex Snider - Winston Salem State University
Katherine White - East Carolina University
Wilson White - Davidson-Davie Community College

We have had some personnel changes to our Meals on
Wheels delivery teams. We bid a fond adieu to Susan
Whitesides, who is moving out of the immediate area,
and to Emelie North. We have enjoyed having both of
these wonderful ladies on our team!

Even as these two friends step away, we regain an old
friend and add a new one. We welcome back Cathy
McFarland to the team and extend warm greetings to
Connie Klump, the newest addition to our crew.

We are thankful for all of our Meals on Wheels meal
deliverers and the ministry they provide.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for May: 130 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your
continued faithfulness to this small but important offering
is greatly appreciated!

Collected for May: 105 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
As things continue to open back up, our church will
resume overnight stays at the homeless shelter on a scaled
back schedule. We will be responsible only for the third
Wednesday in each month for the time being.  

A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You may also
volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at 336-250-5295.

PROVIDING A MEAL
Volunteers to provide and serve the meal at the homeless
shelter for the month of April 2022 (next year) are still
needed. All other dates have already been scheduled, and
we are so thankful for everyone who has volunteered. If
you or your small group would like to volunteer to
prepare and serve a meal at the shelter for April 20, 2022,
please contact Jo Leonard at 336-250-5295.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Robin Shuster - recovering from knee replacement
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
JoAnn Hill - tear in rotator cuff
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Sally (sister of Emmy Floyd) 
Mac Shive - fractured ankle in 3 places while playing soccer
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced
stage IV colon cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates
and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna
(336-248-2140, ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Prayer needs will be shared with Pastor Nancy and our
intercessory prayer group unless otherwise requested.
Our online prayer list is password protected. If you need
the password, please contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during
this time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you,
so put your trust in the Lord.

Due to his battle with Parkinson’s, Harry Grier has been
moved to Brookdale. You may send notes and cards to
him at:

HARRY GRIER
Room 408

161 Young Drive
Lexington NC 27292

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Quincy Harman
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis
Jerry Yarborough

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Bill North
MaryAnn Farthing
Rev. Jim Scovell
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert
Edna Benjamin

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
Gloria Bulluck
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your church family in praying
the following prayer each day for the week
indicated. Suggested prayers will be
focused on things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage
you to cut out the prayer from the
newsletter and place it in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of June 13
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful for the opportunity
to minister to Your children through VBS. Please be
with our directors and helpers as they engage these
little ones through Bible stories, music, crafts, and
activities. We thank You for the presence of Your
Spirit, for filling this, Your church, with peace, love,
and laughter this week. Let all who participate in VBS 
be bathed in Your love. Thank You for this wonderful
gift. In Jesus’ holy name, we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of June 20
Mighty and Gracious God, as we move fully into
summer and slowly begin to make our way out from
under this pandemic, many in our church family will be
traveling. We ask that You would protect them as they
travel, and that You would renew their bodies, minds,
and spirits. Grant us the kind of refreshing that only
You can give, and help us to see Your hand at work
wherever we may be. With grateful hearts, we pray this
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of June 27
Holy Lord, we thank You for being with our Acts
Alivers and their advisors during their work camp this
week. We ask that You would keep them safe from any
harm, and that they would be conduits of Your love to
all they encounter. Open their hearts and eyes that they
may see and experience You in a deeply personal way.
And let the lives of those who are touched by their
kindness and Your presence continue to feel Your love 
long after the work camp is over. We ask this in Jesus’
precious name. Amen.
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