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We would love to celebrate the achievements
of our college graduates! If you have
graduated, or have child or grandchild who
has graduated, from college during 2019,
2020, or 2021, please let us know. You may
either call (336-248-2140) or email
(office@fpclexnc.com) Jeanna and give her
the following information: the name of the
graduate, the graduate's relationship to you,
the name of the graduate's school, and the
degree they have obtained, including the area
of study (i .e. BA in Business
Administration).  We will publish this
information in a future edition of the
ACTION. 

We are still receiving the 2 Cents A Meal
offering! Helping agencies within Salem
Presbytery on a mission to combat hunger are
eligible to apply for grants funded by monies
received from this offering. In our
community, Pastor's Pantry and the Crisis
Ministry have both previously received
hunger grants from the Presbytery. You may
drop your donations off at the church, or you
may mail your check, made payable to First
Presbyterian Church, to us at PO Box 586,
Lexington NC 27293. Please note "2 Cents A
Meal" in the memo line of your check. 
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Pastor Nancy is on vacation the
week of June 27th.  She returns
on July 4th.  

As our nation prepares to celebrate Independence Day, I am spending a week of
vacation in Williamsburg, VA, right in the heart of United States history!  The
"Historic Triangle" (Williamsburg, Jamestown, Yorktown) is one of our family's
favorite places to visit.  So much to see and do and learn.  This week especially, the
energy there is high!  

It can be easy to get carried away in patriotism around the Fourth of July, when we
remember the sacrifice people made (and continue to make) in the fight for
independence and freedom.    With each fight for freedom, we know blood has been
shed, and we grieve the loss of life, of family member, of service man or woman, of
friend.  We give thanks to God for all who have given so much so that we may enjoy
the privileges we experience today, such as freedom of worship or freedom of speech. 

The shadow side of patriotism is to think that the United States is the only land God
has chosen to bless and her people the only ones deserving of God's blessing. 
Sometimes we think that for the United States to be the best, other peoples, other
places must be "less than."  Shortly after 9-11, I heard This Is My Song sung by a
church choir.  It is such a gentle and important reminder that all are precious in God's
sight.  I share it with you as a prayer-song that is as strong and meaningful as America
the Beautiful or God Bless America.  Perhaps you will add it to your lineup of patriotic
songs this week, remembering that God's blessings are not limited to time or space.  

This Is My Song 
Hymn text by Lloyd Stone, 1934; Tune: Finlandia (Be Still My Soul)

This is my song, O god of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine.

May we remember with servants' hearts that the whole world is in God's hands.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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Thank you, Bill, for our awesome lighthouse!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE
Karen Carrickhoff, Interim DCE/F

Our Infinity Lanterns were represented by Love, Trust,
Faith and Joy.  These are the stories that taught us about
those lights:

Arise! Shine with Love!
The Creation Story

Genesis 1:1-2:9

Arise! Shine with Trust!
Moses and the Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-20

Arise! Shine with Faith!
Faith Through the Roof

Luke 5:17-26

Arise! Shine with Joy!
The “Lost” Parables

Luke 15

THANK YOU to our dedicated volunteers:

Ann Kiefer Bonnie Graham
Jeanna Carlton Anna Lucy Gingerelli
Joy Harman Faith Albert
Adrianne Staten Donna Sink
Jan Greer Connie Klump
Ginger Briggs Rory Trout
Dottie McGirt Ethan Greer
Misty Priddy

A very special shout out goes to Bill McMurray for
building our island’s lighthouse!

VBS 2021: Our Quest
for God’s Great Light

What a wonderful week we had as Explorers and their
Island Guides embarked on a quest to discover the
secrets of Adventure Island! Our church was alive with
chatter, dancing, singing, games, crafts, and of course,
snacking. Our “Signal Verse” for the week was Isaiah
60:1 - “Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the Lord’s
glory has shone upon you.”  This verse proclaims the
wonderful truth that God’s glory shines upon us, but it
also calls us to shine as well.

21 Explorers were guided each day by the island’s new
Lighthouse Keeper and Beacon the Puffin to learn about
special lights, known as Infinity Lanterns, that never go
out and which represent the light God shines, and to
discover how we all can be God’s light in the world!

(More pictures next page)
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Recreation with Mrs. MistyStory Time with Mrs. Jan

Crafts with Mrs. Dottie and Mrs. Ginger

Lighthouse Keeper Ann and
Beacon the Puffin help the
Explorers on their quest.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

SESSION DIGEST

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Robert M. Oswald, Sr. from Susan Whitesides,
designated to Building and Grounds.

The church has received a gift in honor of Mrs. Celia
Stalvey from Nancy Gilbert, designated to the Music
Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Dwight Bynum Story from Jim and Beverly Black,
designated to the Boy Scouts.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Cloyd Philpott, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
Donese Leonard McBride, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Steven
Smith, the Rev. Beverly Bowyer Coppley, and
Mountcastle Insurance. 

The Session held its monthly stated meeting on Sunday
evening, June 20th, via Zoom.  The meeting was fairly
routine, but of special note are a few items.

1. The Race Unification Committee is planning for a
church-wide book study beginning in September. 
Keep an eye out for more details on this.

2. Beverly Black, chair of the Mission Study Team
(MST), presented a number of things that the MST
has learned from all of their information gathering,
including the Session questions, survey, and
in-person and Zoom congregational gatherings in
May and June. Session spent time in discussion
and looks forward to hearing back from the MST
later this summer.

3. Training for Elders-Elect is underway.  Session has
moved its stated meeting to July 11, and will meet
with the officers-elect that evening for examination
and approval. Ordination and Installation Service
is planned for Sunday, July 25th in worship. 
(Since not everyone can be present, another Sunday
in late summer will ordain/install the remaining
officers.)

4. Session approved the return of GriefShare on
Sunday afternoons.

5. Our Interim Director of Christian Education and
Formation (DCE/F), Karen Carrickhoff's last day
with us is August 31st. We are grateful for her
dedication.  Karen agreed to a "six-month interim,"
and well over a year later, she is ready to truly
retire. Please find time to show your appreciation
for Karen's wonderful work among us this past
year+. She will take the month of July off and then
come back to get us up and running for fall.  Karen
looks forward to returning in a volunteer capacity!

6. The Session has agreed that it is time to look for a
DCE, as opposed to another interim. The Personnel
Committee will work with the Christian Education
Team to form a DCE Search Committee.

Feel free to contact a Session member or Pastor Nancy if
you have questions about the work of the Session.  
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

SAVE THE DATE

HELPERS NEEDED!

1 - Olivia Henderson
5 - Will White
6 - Nancy Wright
9 - Byron Oswald
10 - Patricia Rouse
11 - Kitty Anderson
12 - Mark Cowan
14 - Bill Bryan
15 - Callie Herman, Logan Herman, Will Coltrane
16 - Cathy Fulp
18 - Sara DeLapp, Ann McMurray, Mac Timberlake,

Ariel Bratz
19 - Rebecca Sullivan, Hayden Ayers

20 - Lizzy Lawrence, 
Charlie Shive

22 - Jeff Griffith
23 - Mollie Zehmer
24 - Jerry McKenzie
25 - Katherine Team
26 - Skip Greathouse
27 - Christopher Briggs
28 - Celia Stalvey, 

Alyson Bosworth
29 - Cathy Koontz
30 - Rebecca Creekmore, 

Nic Ramirez

“Gathering Together Again”
A Special Outing

Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 5:00 PM
on the church lawn. 

In case of inclement weather, 
we will use the fellowship hall. 

We’ll be serving up BBQ chicken with all
the trimmings, provided by Wes Walser.

There will be games for the kids, and a
variety of music will be provided by The

Gathering Band. 

More details to come!

Our Christian Education Ministry Team is looking
for volunteers to fill a number of roles. If you would
be willing to serve as a Sunday School
Superintendent, Elementary Sunday School
teacher, or Kingdom Kids volunteer, or if you
would like more information about serving in any of
these roles, please contact interim DCE Karen
C a r r i c k h o f f  a t  3 3 6 - 2 4 8 - 2 1 4 0  o r
karenc@fpclexnc.com. 
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for May: 130 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your
continued faithfulness to this small but important offering
is greatly appreciated!

Collected for June: 68 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
As things continue to open back up, our church will
resume overnight stays at the homeless shelter on a scaled
back schedule. We will be responsible only for the third
Wednesday in each month for the time being.  

A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You may also
volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at 336-250-5295.

PROVIDING A MEAL
Volunteers to provide and serve the meal at the homeless
shelter for the month of April 2022 (next year) are still
needed. All other dates have already been scheduled, and
we are so thankful for everyone who has volunteered. If
you or your small group would like to volunteer to
prepare and serve a meal at the shelter for April 20, 2022,
please contact Jo Leonard at 336-250-5295.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Wyatt Helsabeck - neo-endocrine tumor
JoAnn Hill - lung problems
Julie (mother of Timmy & Nick White) - may be in the pre-

beginning stages of macular degeneration
Grady Lewis (brother of Beverly Black)
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Mac Shive - fractured ankle in 3 places while playing soccer
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced
stage IV colon cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck
resulting in paralysis

Karen Teer (daughter of Lucy Finley)
David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 

hospitalized with pancreatitis, very critical
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Rick Benfield (brother of Beckey Griffith)
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates
and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna
(336-248-2140, ext. 201 or office@fpclexnc.com).
Prayer needs will be shared with Pastor Nancy and our
intercessory prayer group unless otherwise requested.
Our online prayer list is password protected. If you need
the password, please contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during
this time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you,
so put your trust in the Lord.

A THANK YOU FROM PASTOR’S PANTRY

VBS Staff and Kids,

Pastor’s Pantry is so grateful for
the ramen noodles, plus leftover
coins! What a wonderful way to
teach kids about the Lost Coin
parable plus teach kids to give
back to our community. Ramen
noodles are a staple for Pastor’s
Pantry! 

Thank you again for thinking of our seniors.

Jennifer Davis

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Charles & Lisa Dean
The Gingerellis
Seth Jones
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Steve Smith

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis
Jerry Yarborough

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
MaryAnn Farthing
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters
Jeff Willis
Gloria Bulluck

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert
Edna Benjamin

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Prayer Focus for the Week of July 4
Gracious God, we have traveled a road that has been,
at times, rocky and uneven. Yet we listen to the words
of the prophet Jeremiah and hold onto them in hope,
believing that You have a plan, not only for each of our
lives, but for all of us as the Church - plans for peace
and not for evil.* We also recall the words of the
apostle Paul: “And we know that for those who love
God, all things work together for good for those who
are called according to His purpose.”** And so, in a
world of anger and violence, help us to be
peacemakers. In a world of hatred and abuse, help us to
bring about healing. In a world of division and
separation, teach us to be Your instruments of
reconciliation. In all things, Father God, help us to
demonstrate the love and grace of Christ to all the
world, for it is in His name that we pray. Amen.

* Jeremiah 29:11; ** Romans 8:28

Prayer Focus for the Week of July 11
God of All, we thank You for the leadership of our
church. We ask Your continued blessings on the Elders
who are rotating off Session, and we ask that You
would guide our new Session in the coming year.
Please give them wisdom and insight and help them
guide our church as we move into the future and seek
Your will for our church family. With grateful hearts,
we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of July 18
Merciful God - God of our ups and downs, God of our
highs and lows, God of our beginning and our
ending...You have searched us and known us. You
know when we sit down and when we rise up, and You
know our thoughts from afar. You search out our paths
and our lying down and are acquainted with all our
ways.*** Help us, O God, to trust in You fully, commit
ourselves to You wholly, and lean on You completely,
resting secure in the knowledge that You know us
inside and out and love us still. We ask this in Jesus’
precious name and give You thanks and praise. Amen.

*** Psalm 139:1-3

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.
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