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          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Morehouse College, a tradition-rich,
historically black institution in Atlanta
founded two years after the Civil War, has a
history of providing liberal arts education for
students who go on to divinity schools in the
North and become some of this country's
most respected and influential ministers.

Martin Luther King Jr. was one.

Members of First Presbyterian Church in
Lexington will have opportunities this fall to
get to know two others - one through a study
of his most famous book and the other
in-person in a sermon delivered from our
pulpit.

The book study, offered by our church's
one-year-old Race Unification Committee
(RUC) and open to all church members, will
focus on Howard Thurman's Jesus and the
Disinherited.

Thurman, a grandchild of slaves in Florida,
earned a bachelor's degree as Morehouse's
valedictorian in 1923 and three years later
was valedictorian again in earning a divinity
degree from Rochester Theological Seminary
in New York.   Afterward he served as dean
of Howard University's Rankin Chapel in
Washington, D.C.; founded with a white
co-pastor an interracial, interdenominational
church in San Francisco; and then became the
first African American to serve as dean of a
chapel at a majority-white university - Marsh
Chapel at Boston University. He also
provided guidance for civil rights
organizations and other social justice

movements in the 20th century.

Martin Luther King Jr. visited Thurman,
a friend of his father, who also studied at
Morehouse, while King Jr. was
completing a PhD at Boston University. 
In a trip pioneered by Thurman in the
mid-1930s, King Jr. traveled to India to
learn about Mahatma Gandhi's political
use of nonviolent protest, which also
became the principal strategy of the
American Civil Rights Movement.  King
was said to carry Thurman's book with
him during the movement.

Our church's study of the book will meet
twice monthly beginning Sept. 21.  The
RUC has permission to offer the book
discussions in-person in the Fellowship
Hall at 7 p.m. on the first and third
Tuesdays.  However, the RUC would like
to know if different days and/or times
would better fit your schedules.  And the
committee wants to know if individual
church members would prefer to meet
in-person, via Zoom, or have the ability
to do both.

Register for the book study by emailing
Bill Keesler, RUC chair, at                      
 or telephoning him at                      .

Copies of the book are available in the
church office.  Church members are
encouraged to consider donating to help
cover the church's cost of $13 per book.

(Continued on page 2)
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Howard Thurman died in 1981, 13 years
after King. But on Sunday, October 10,
2021, a third Morehouse graduate will
deliver the sermon at our church.

Since 2019, the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lee
Walton has been dean of the School of
Divinity, the holder of the Presidential
Chair in Religion and Society, and the
Dean of Wait Chapel at Wake Forest
University.

Walton, who grew up in Atlanta, spent
his college freshman year at Wofford in
Spartanburg, SC, on a football
scholarship, but returned home and
earned a bachelor's degree at Morehouse
in 1996. He then obtained a master's
degree and a Ph.D from Princeton 
Theological Seminary.  While at
Princeton, he served as pastor of a
Presbyterian church in nearby Newark,
New Jersey.

In 2006, he became an assistant professor
of religious studies at the University of
California. In 2010, he was hired as an
assistant professor of African American
religions in the Divinity School at
Harvard University, where in 2012 he
became Plummer Professor of Christian
Morals and Pusey Minister in Harvard's
Memorial Church.

Walton is a social ethicist whose
scholarship and first book have focused
on black televangelism. His second book,
"A Lens of Love:  Reading the Bible in
Its World for Our World" (2018),
explores the Bible from the perspective
of the most vulnerable and violated
characters toward developing a Christian
social ethic of radical inclusion and
human affirmation.  Harvard philosopher
Cornel West described "A Lens of Love"
as "rooted in the legacies" of King Jr;
Benjamin Elijah Mays, a Howard
University religious-studies dean who
became president of Morehouse College
for 27 years and a King adviser;

theologian Reinhold Niebuhr; and
Mississippi civil rights activist Fannie
Lou Hamer.

Walton has been an outspoken advocate
for civil rights and social justice and is
often quoted by national and international
media.  In the past year, RUC members
have heard him speak to Salem
Presbytery's Peace and Justice
Committee, deliver the King Jr. Holiday
address at High Point University, provide
expertise during Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s
documentary, "The Black Church," on
public television, and interview Isabel
Wilkerson, author of the book "Caste" on
American racism, on Wake Forest's Face
to Face Speaker Forum. 

RUC members have been impressed and
hope our congregation will be, too. 
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Building & Grounds Sammy McFarland '22; Ryan Gobble '23

Christian Education & Formation Jan Greer '22; Joy Harman '23

Congregational Life & Fellowship Jimmy Holshouser '22; Katherine Team '23

Faith in Action Jo Leonard '22; David Durrell '23

Finance/Endowment Bill McMurray '22; Teresa Herman '23

Member Care Beverly Black '22; Emelie North '23

Personnel Meredith Andrews '22; Jed Orman '23

Stewardship Jim Beall Graham '22; Lynnae Benton '23

Worship & Music Phyllis McGee '22; JoAnn Hill '23

Meet & Greet our new Transitional Executive Presbyter of Salem Presbytery!

You are invited to a gathering with other Presbyterian churches in our parish/region to meet Rev. Barbara

Smith on Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 4pm.  This will be at First Presbyterian Church of Salisbury,

located at 308 W. Fisher Street, Salisbury.  All are welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES THIS FALL!

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS - OCTOBER 17

ELDER MINISTRY TEAM ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2021-2022

Sunday School for all ages will resume this fall!
Mark the date of Sunday, September 12 on your
calendars and make plans to be with us for a very
special kick-off as we celebrate the start of a new
church year.

“Gathering Together Again”
A Special Outing

Sunday, October 17, 2021 at
5:00 PM on the church lawn. 

In case of inclement weather, 
we will use the fellowship hall. 

We’ll be serving up BBQ chicken with all
the trimmings, provided by Wes Walser.

There will be games for the kids, and a variety of music
will be provided by The Gathering Band. 

Sign-ups will begin September 1 and
continue through October 10. Please
contact Jeanna at 336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com to make your
reservation.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY TEAM SEEKS VOLUNTEERS

CE HELPERS NEEDED!

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Cloyd Philpott, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from: Art & Deborah Gray, Bill & Ann McMurray, Ken
& Susan Gardner, Judge Charles M. Vincent, and Terry
& Judy Tindel.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Cloyd Philpott, designated to Local Benevolences,
from Gordon & Nancy Wright.

The Worship and Music Ministry Team needs
volunteers to serve as Lay Leaders for all worship
services between now and the end of the year. 

Lay Leaders serve a very important role since they
represent the congregation of First Presbyterian Church
as we minister to each other and to our visitors during
each weekly worship service. And thanks to the
wonderful organizational skills and support of our
church staff, the job is not complicated at all! Each Lay
Leader receives information well in advance of his or
her chosen Sunday so that the job becomes very simple.
All that's required is your willingness to represent your
friends and fellow members as we worship together. 

Please consider helping in this vital worship activity!
Teenagers are especially encouraged to volunteer.
Please contact Phyllis McGee at                       or          
            with your name and the date in August,
September, October, November or December that you
are willing to serve so that we can establish a Lay
Leader Calendar. Thanks in advance for your help!

Our Christian Education Ministry Team is looking
for volunteers to fill a number of roles. If you
would be willing to serve as a Sunday School
Superintendent, Elementary Sunday School
teacher, or Kingdom Kids volunteer, or if you
would like more information about serving in any
of these roles, please contact interim DCE Karen

Carrickhoff at karenc@fpclexnc.com. 
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GRACE FOOD MINISTRIES - SUNDAY LUNCH

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

The month of August provides us an opportunity to
spread God's love by volunteering to help 'Feed His
sheep.' 

During the month of August, our congregation helps
Grace Episcopal serve a hot lunch every Sunday to
those in need. Lately, anywhere from 80-100 hungry
souls are fed each Sunday. Our volunteers work with the
Grace team to setup, serve, and share the blessings of
service in His name. Safety protocols are observed with
regard to masks, gloves, and temperature checks. The
meal is served to the client at the door of the fellowship
hall/undercroft, and picnic tables are provided outside,
just a few steps from where the meal is presented. 

If you are interested in serving or would like to learn
more about this ministry, please contact David Durrell
at                       or                      . 

Service in His name is the greatest blessing.

2 - Minta Vander Schaaf, Caroline Dinges
4 - L.A. Freeman
5 - Margaret King
6 - Bob Lowe, Burr Sullivan, Daniel Timberlake,

Gail Coltrane
8 - Ryan Harman
9 - Will Henderson
11 - Joel Wheeles
12 - Sandra Smith

13 - Owen Kiefer
14 - David Welborn
17 - Sheila Goff
19 - Ed Snider,

Harrison Gardner
20 - Greg Gardner
25 - Deborah Gray
26 - Misty Priddy
30 - Lucy Finley, Carol Fortune

ADDRESS CHANGE

Carolyn Gabrielson
                                                               

                                          

First Presbyterian Action              Page 5

mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com
mailto:wkeesler@triad.rr.com


NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for June: 131 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your
continued faithfulness to this small but important offering
is greatly appreciated!

Collected for July: 56 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the
church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
As things continue to open back up, our church will
resume overnight stays at the homeless shelter on a scaled
back schedule. We will be responsible only for the third
Wednesday in each month for the time being.  

A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You may also
volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at                      .

PROVIDING A MEAL
Volunteers to provide and serve the meal at the homeless
shelter for the month of April 2022 (next year) will be
needed. All other dates have already been scheduled, and
we are so thankful for everyone who has volunteered. If
you or your small group would like to volunteer to
prepare and serve a meal at the shelter for April 20, 2022,
please contact Jo Leonard at                      .

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
JoAnn Hill - lung problems
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Mac Shive - fractured ankle in 3 places while playing soccer
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced
stage IV colon cancer
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - hospitalized & on ventilator
Brayden Mauldin (friend of Ginger Briggs) - 3 week old 

with COVID
Jett Cross (brother of MaryAnn Farthing) - metastatic 

cancer, in serious condition
Phyllis Smith (friend of Ginger Briggs)
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck resulting in 
paralysis

David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 
pancreatitis

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma
Margi Cole (mother of Terri Lamb) - fell & broke hip
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) - knee scope in July;
lung infusions for several months

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
The Gingerellis
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Karen Teer
Jeff Thobe

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis
Jerry Yarborough

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters
Jeff Willis
Gloria Bulluck
Edna Benjamin

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert
Dorothy Bumgarner

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
The Jim Graham Family
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are live
streamed  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

As students prepare to return to
school, we will have a Backpack
Blessing in worship on August
22. Learners of all ages are
encouraged to bring their
backpack, tote bag, or briefcase
to worship that Sunday for a
special blessing and tag to
remind us that God goes with us
wherever we go.

Prayer Focus for the Week of July 25
Heavenly Father, what a comfort it is for us to know
that nothing is beyond Your reach and nothing in this
world is impossible for You! Yet, too often, we make
plans without seeking Your input, and we lean to our
own understanding instead of searching out Yours.
Forgive us, Father, and help us to lean on, rely in, and
confidently trust in You. Help us to seek You first -
Your will, Your kingdom, and Your face - that we
might be beacons of hope to all the world as they see
You at work in and through us. It is in the name of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, that we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 1
Gracious God, we enter this final month of summer
with many things on our minds. Some of us are trying
to squeeze in our last bit of summer vacation, others
are preparing to return to school, and all of us are
dealing with the day-to-day occurrences that are part of
our lives. May we never be so busy that we forget You,
Lord, or put You on a back burner, or put You off until
we have more time. To quote the hymn, “[We] need
Thee every hour.” We need You in things both big and
small. We need You everywhere and in every way. You
are our life and our breath. We give You thanks and
praise as we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 8
Almighty God, we still face much uncertainty as our
children and youth prepare to return to school. We ask
that You would be present daily in our schools, that
You would make our schools places of peace for our
children as they learn and grow. We ask that You
would protect our children - from COVID, from
negative influences, from anything that would lead
them away from You. We ask that You would protect
our teachers and staff, that You would keep them safe
and renew their energy daily as they teach our children,
helping them to be positive role models and influences
for the children in their care. We thank You for hearing
and answering our prayer, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Pastor Nancy will be on vacation August 6-8. The
Rev. Al Armstrong will be our guest preacher that
morning.
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