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What's in Your Backpack?  As the start of a
new school year draws near, it is time to
prepare the backpack.  In a school backpack,
we might find pencils and pens, crayons, a
notebook, books of all sizes and a brown
paper bag lunch.  

Backpacks are also a symbol of newness, of
anticipation, of challenge. This year's
backpack may also carry joy mixed with
trepidation for returning to in-person learning
while still in the pandemic. No matter your
age or grade, and whether you are the student
or teacher, the backpack, briefcase, or tote
bag you carry signals that you are a learner! 
An openness to learning is important for
every child, youth, and adult.  I wonder how
we will grow in the coming year?  

On Sunday, August 22, we will have a
blessing of the backpacks in our 10:00
worship service.  Bring your pack, briefcase
or tote bag with you that morning.  You will
be invited to come forward with it for a brief
prayer.  Bag tags will be offered to help you
remember God's presence is with you
wherever you go.
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Dear Friends,

I am excited to report that the Mission
Study Report is completed and now in
the hands of the Session for review.  The
Mission Study Team, composed of
Beverly Black (chair), Bill Bryan, Carol
Fortune, David Hiller, Ann Kiefer, and
Emily Orman, has worked hard over the
past seven months.  They have learned
much about this congregation, your
history, your future hopes.  Imagine
taking 200 years of mission and ministry,
the comments and opinions of 309
members, plus information about the
local community and then mixing it all
together!  They have listened for the Holy
Spirit's voice in discerning God's
direction for this congregation in moving
forward.  No small feat!  They have
worked so well together, and I marvel at
their dedication and drive in completing
this huge task.  

The Session will discuss the Mission
Study Report at their regularly scheduled
meeting on August 15.  If it is approved,
the report will then be sent to the
Transitions in Ministry Task Force of
Salem Presbytery's Commission on
Ministry for their approval.  This happens
to be a presbytery team I co-moderate, so
I know the process well!  That task force
meets late August.  

I look forward to sharing the report with
the congregation once it is approved.  I
think you will find it a faithful
representation of your church.  It also
offers some challenges for you to address
as you step into the next season of
congregational life and ministry and
prepare for a new pastor.

In the meantime, I hope you will find a
way to offer your personal thanks to the
Mission Study Team members for their
time, efforts, and commitment to this
transitional process between pastors.  

I am grateful to serve alongside you!

In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES THIS FALL!

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS - OCTOBER 17

WORSHIP & MINISTRY TEAM NEEDS HELPERS

Sunday School for all ages will resume this fall!
Mark the date of Sunday, September 12 on your
calendars and make plans to be with us for a very
special kick-off as we celebrate the start of a new
church year.

“Gathering Together Again”
A Special Outing

Sunday, October 17, 2021 at
5:00 PM on the church lawn. 

In case of inclement weather, 

we will use the fellowship hall. 

We’ll be serving up BBQ chicken with all the
trimmings, provided by Wes Walser.

There will be games for the kids, and a variety of music
will be provided by The Gathering Band. 

Sign-ups will begin September 1 and
continue through October 10. Please
contact Jeanna at 336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com to make your
reservation.

The Worship and Music Ministry Team needs
volunteers to serve as Lay Leaders for all worship
services between now and the end of the year. 

Lay Leaders serve a very important role since they
represent the congregation of First Presbyterian Church
as we minister to each other and to our visitors during
each weekly worship service. And thanks to the
wonderful organizational skills and support of our
church staff, the job is not complicated at all! Each Lay
Leader receives information well in advance of his or
her chosen Sunday so that the job becomes very simple.
All that's required is your willingness to represent your
friends and fellow members as we worship together. 

Please consider helping in this vital worship activity! 

Teenagers are especially encouraged to volunteer.
Please contact Phyllis McGee
at                         or                
     with your name and the
date in August, September,
October, November or
December that you are
willing to serve so that we
can establish a Lay Leader
Calendar. Thanks in advance
for your help!
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CHRISTIAN ED TEAM NEEDS WILLING HANDS AND HEARTS

GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY

Our Christian Education Ministry Team is looking
for volunteers to fill a number of roles. If you
would be willing to serve as a Sunday School
Superintendent, Elementary Sunday School
teacher, or Kingdom Kids volunteer, or if you
would like more information about serving in any
of these roles, please contact Interim DCE Karen
Carrickhoff at karenc@fpclexnc.com. 

Golf FORE! Good is the major fundraiser for the
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.

This program operates a food pantry  on Saturdays for
those in need in Davidson County. The pantry is part of
Open Hands Ministry and is located at Trinity United
Methodist Church.  All profits from this event will go to
feeding the hungry. 

Loaves and Fishes Pantry operates in partnership with
the Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North
Carolina.  Second Harvest coordinates food donations
from local retailers along with providing a food
warehouse from which purchases  of nonperishables /
canned items  can be obtained for distribution at the
Pantry.  The strength of this program resides  both with
Second Harvest and  the goodness of volunteers from
First Presbyterian as well as many other local churches.

Please consider joining us to help make this year's
fundraiser a success. Along with golf teams and
sponsorships,  donations of items for prizes for contests
held within the tournament are welcomed as well.

The cost of a round of golf is $60 per player or $240 per
team. The tournament will be played on Saturday,
September 18, 2021 at the Lexington Golf Course.  Tee
time is at 2:00 PM. Sign up forms are available outside
the church office.

For additional information and registration sheets,
please contact David Durrell (             ;                        )
or Glenn O’Shea at                        .
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HELP NEEDED FOR EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

My name is Brady Coltrane, and I have been a member
of First Presbyterian Church my whole life. I am a Boy
Scout of Troop 205, and I am currently working on my
Eagle Scout Project.

During these unprecedented times, I thought it would
better to explain my Eagle Scout Project and ask for
donations through the church's website and newsletter.

Currently, I am renovating a room at the Domestic
Violence Shelter. The purpose of this renovation is to
allow domestic violence victims to bring their pets with
them when they are fleeing dangerous situations.
Forty-eight percent of Domestic Violence victims do
not leave their homes, because they cannot bring their
pets with them. We all know how important our pets are
to us and to our families.  It is difficult to imagine
having to leave our pets behind. 

Right now, I am working on getting supplies to organize
and renovate the room. These supplies include wood,
sheet rock, screws, FRP board, dog crates and other dog
necessities. Any financial donations would be greatly
appreciated. If you would like to donate, please make
your check out to Brady Coltrane and either mail it to
the Coltranes at                                                              
                               , or drop it by the church office by
August 30.  Donations will be used towards this
project, and any overage will be donated to the
Domestic Violence Shelter. Thank you so much for
your consideration.

ADDRESS CHANGE
The Cowans have moved! Please make a note of their
new address in your directory:

Mark & Betsy Cowan
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RACE UNIFICATION COMMITTEE BOOK STUDY THIS FALL

TWO CENTS A MEAL OFFERING HELPS FIGHT HUNGER

First Presbyterian's Race Unification Committee (RUC)
is turning the race book discussions that have been a
regular part of its monthly meetings into a free-standing
class that any member of the church can join. The first
book to be discussed in this new approach will be
Howard Thurman's Jesus and the Disinherited, a book
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was said to keep with him
during the Civil Rights Movement.

The RUC has obtained permission to hold the book
discussions in the Fellowship Hall, which enables
distancing, at 7 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of
the month, starting on Sept. 21.  But if there is another
time or day you would prefer, please let the RUC know. 
Please also tell the RUC if you would prefer to meet in
person, via Zoom, or both.  

The book discussions will last about an hour and are
free of charge.  Books will be available from the church
office.   (We are currently out of books but have more
on order. They should be arriving within the week.) 
Please consider making a donation to help cover the $13
book cost. 

To sign up for the discussions, contact Bill Keesler of
the RUC at                                         or                       

We are still receiving the 2 Cents A Meal offering.
Helping agencies within Salem Presbytery on a mission
to combat hunger are eligible to apply for grants funded
by monies received from this offering. In our
community, Pastor's Pantry and the Crisis Ministry have
both previously received hunger grants from the
Presbytery. For those worshiping in-person, you may
place your donation in one of the offering plates. For
those worshiping virtually, you may drop your donation
off at the church during business hours, or you may mail
your check, made payable to First Presbyterian Church,
to us at PO Box 586, Lexington NC 27293. Please note
"2 Cents A Meal" in the memo line of your check. 
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for July: 132 cans

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to

collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for July: 102 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
As things continue to open back up, our church will
resume overnight stays at the homeless shelter on a scaled
back schedule. We will be responsible only for the third
Wednesday in each month for the time being.  

A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in Action
bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You may also
volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at                        .

PROVIDING A MEAL
Volunteers to provide and serve the meal at the homeless
shelter for the month of April 2022 (next year) will be
needed. All other dates have already been scheduled, and
we are so thankful for everyone who has volunteered. If
you or your small group would like to volunteer to
prepare and serve a meal at the shelter for April 20, 2022,
please contact Jo Leonard at                        .

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
JoAnn Hill - lung problems
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Mac Shive - fractured ankle in 3 places while playing soccer
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced
stage IV colon cancer
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - hospitalized & on ventilator
Brayden Mauldin (friend of Ginger Briggs) - 3 week old 

with COVID
Jett Cross (brother of MaryAnn Farthing) - metastatic 

cancer, in serious condition
Phyllis Smith (friend of Ginger Briggs)
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Hank Allen (boyfriend of Lauren Smith, granddaughter 
of Melody & David Durrell) - broken neck resulting in 
paralysis

David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 
pancreatitis

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Ginger Briggs
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma
Margi Cole (mother of Terri Lamb) - fell & broke hip
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) - knee scope in July;
lung infusions for several months

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Karen Teer
Jeff Thobe
Dorothy Bumgarner

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis
Jerry Yarborough

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters
Gloria Bulluck
Edna Benjamin

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family

First Presbyterian Action              Page 8



PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

All of our Sunday morning worship services are
livestreamed  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated. Suggested
prayers will be focused on things specific
to the life of our church & church family.
We encourage you to cut out the prayer
from the newsletter and place it in a prominent place in
your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 15
Father-God, the world we live in today is not the world
of two years ago. Our lives were already fraught with
uncertainties, and now there are even more
uncertainties to contend with. Lord, we ask that You
would protect our college students this new school
year. Please keep them healthy and safe, and give them
wisdom, not only to protect themselves and others from
sickness, but to strike a healthy balance between work,
play, and self-care. Grant them wisdom, too, Lord, in
dealing with the uncertainties of this life, and help
them to place their trust and hope in You, for You are
the only certainty in an ever-changing world. We
commend these young adults into Your care and ask
You to surround them with positive, godly influences.
We thank You for all these things and pray this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of August 22
Gracious Lord, there are those who walk among us
who struggle - with anxiety, depression, PTSD, and
other issues related to mental health - some whose
struggles go unseen and unknown, and others whose
struggles are very evident. Fill our hearts with Your
compassion, Lord. Show us how to help our brothers
and sisters in these struggles. Remind us all that mental
health struggles are not lapses in faith or an indication
that someone is somehow not enough. You love each
of Your children, and each of us is precious to You.
Even in the midst of our struggles, You are there, for
Your Word says You will never leave us nor forsake us
- not because of anything we have or have not done,
but solely because of Your great love, mercy, and
grace. We humbly give You thanks as we pray this in
Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BACKPACK BLESSING
Sunday, August 22, 10 AM 

Learners of all ages are invited to bring their backpack, tote, briefcase, or satchel.

INDOOR, IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Sundays, 10 AM 

Services will be live streamed on YouTube at 
https://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live.

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER SCHEDULE
Closed on Fridays

through August 13


