
Please join us on Sunday, September 26 at 6:00 PM for supper on the front lawn as we
honor Pastor Lee Zehmer for his 15 years of ministry at First Presbyterian and show our
appreciation for all he and his family have meant to us. 

If you plan to attend, please let Jeanna know by September 20. You may call the office at
336-248-2140 or email her at office@fpclexnc.com.

CROSSROADS RETURNS THIS SUNDAY
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FULL WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
RESUMES

SEPTEMBER 19

9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On Sunday, September 19, we will return to
our full, pre-pandemic worship schedule.
Crossroads Worship, our contemporary
service, will be held in the fellowship hall at
9 AM, followed by Sunday School at 10 AM
and our Classic (traditional) Service in the
sanctuary at 11 AM with livestream via our
YouTube channel.

We will worship together on the first Sunday
of each month and celebrate the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper.
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Pastor Nancy will be on vacation
September 26-October 2.  Pastor
Lester Smith will be our guest
preacher on September 26.

FROM THE PASTOR
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Dear Friends,

What an incredible kickoff Sunday on the
13th!  It was good to see our church family
gathered in celebration and praise.  There
was so much joy and energy.  Thank you to
the Christian Education Ministry Team and
all the volunteers for a great breakfast and
fellowship time.  Thanks to the Gathering
Band and choir for their musical leadership,
too. I look forward to the start up of Sunday
school classes and our two-service schedule
on the 19th.  

As you return, you may notice a few staff
changes. First of all, Karen Carrickhoff,
our wonderful Interim Director of Christian
Education and Formation, has stepped down
in her official role. This has been planned
since winter, and we are grateful for the
many extra months she gave us after
completing her initial 6-month commitment.
Karen will be a Sunday school teacher this
fall, so she isn't going far. A search team is
working to call a new educator to our
church.

We have appreciated JoAnn Hill and Celia
Stalvey as our pianist and organist,
respectively, for the month of September. 
They are helping us out following the
departure of Matthew Cates. The Worship
Ministry Team is working on finding an
interim organist so they can begin the search
for a new permanent person.  

Finally, many of you know that Jack
Harman resigned as our Director of
Contemporary Music at the end of August.
We are so grateful for his ministry,
especially with the Crossroads contemporary
service from its very beginning.  He has sung
the faith and led the Gathering Band and this
congregation in worship for a number of
years, and we wish him God's blessing in his
next venture.  Shelley Jennings, our
Director of Music, has graciously agreed to
step in to provide leadership for the
Gathering Band and the early service.  We
are still in good hands!

While it may seem like a lot of change, the
Session is working hard behind the scenes to
provide for the spiritual life and growth of
our congregation.  We know that there may
be a few holes as we move forward, and so
we need you to step in to help. The
Stewardship Ministry Team will be sending
you a Time & Talent Commitment form
early next week.  This is an opportunity for
you to say, Here I am. Call me!  Please look
it over, prayerfully consider how God may
use you this year, fill it out, and bring it back
to the church by October 3rd.  

Our newly approved Vision Statement is” 
First Presbyterian Church 

is the body of Christ 
connected by our Spirit-given gifts,

 serving with God's love, 
and transforming the

 Lexington Community 
by meeting physical and spiritual needs.  

Let this year be one where we each
acknowledge our Spirit-given gifts,
encourage those gifts in others, and commit
to using them in service to God through the
mission and ministry of First Presbyterian
Church.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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WORLD COMMUNION - OCTOBER 3, 2021

FALL CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE

Sunday, October 3rd is World Communion Sunday!  On
this day, churches throughout the world will celebrate
our unity in Christ as we gather around the Table for this
holy sacrament.  October 3rd is the first Sunday of the
month, so we will worship together at 11:00.  (No
Crossroads at 9:00.)

Our service that day will reflect upon the sacrament of
Communion and how we meet Christ at the table.  We
will need a number of people as readers and musicians. 
Children and Teens are also needed.  If you would like to
help out, please contact Pastor Nancy as soon as possible
at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com or 708-642-2742
(text/talk).  Thanks!

We are back!! Join us Sunday, September 19 at 10 AM.
All are welcome - young and old! Take a look at what is
being offered:

C John Knox Class - The God We Can Know,
Exploring the I Am Sayings of Jesus, taught by
Bonnie and Jim Graham. This class meets in the
parlor.

C The Joyful Class - Testimony, Vocabulary of Faith
taught by Jan Greer. This class will meet upstairs.

C Senior Highs - Taught by Robin Team and meets in
the youth basement.

C Middle School - Taught by Katherine Team and Joy
Harman. They will be using the Connect curriculum
designed for tweens. This class meets upstairs over
the minister’s office.

Elementary Sunday School children will be using the
Celebrate Wonder curriculum for all ages. This is
designed to engage children in open-ended exploration
and inquiry of the Bible. Both classes will meet upstairs.
C PreK-2nd - Taught by Ginger Briggs, Karen

Carrickhoff, Stephanie Kiefer, Adrianne Staten, and
Jennifer Turlington.

C 3rd-5th - Taught by Carol Fortune, Ann Kiefer, Jan
Kiefer, and Brian Turlington.

Please wear a mask to Sunday School to protect our
children!

C Kingdom Kids will only be offered the first Sunday
of the month during the 11:00 blended service. All
children are encouraged and welcome to worship
during the 9:00 Crossroads (contemporary) service.
Quiet busy bags will be available for our youngest
worshipers.

**There will be no food or beverages served after the
Crossroads service until the church feels it is safe to do
so.

Thank you to all of the youth and adults
who worked so hard to make our Fall
Kick-Off Breakfast a success! All
attending enjoyed fellowship, music by
the Gathering Band, a quick look at
learning opportunities to be offered this
fall, and our precious children, who sang
two of their favorite VBS songs.

Get ready for a “Noisy Offering” by our
elementary children on the first Sunday
of each month! Children will fill their
special jars with coins earned during the
month, bring their offering to church that
first Sunday, and make a “Noisy
Offering of Love” by depositing this into
a special bucket designed for this
purpose. Extra jars are available in the

church office for any child who did not receive one.
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BOOK STUDY OPEN TO CHURCH FAMILY

CHURCH-WIDE DINNER OCTOBER 17

You are invited to a book study of Jesus and the
Disinherited, by Howard Thurman.  We will meet via
Zoom at 6 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month, beginning September 21 and concluding
December 7.  

Signups for the book study continue.  To register or for
more information, please contact Bill Keesler by email at
                         or by phone at                .  So far, 17
people have indicated plans to attend.

We are currently out of our supply of books but will
order additional ones soon.  Please consider donating to
help cover the $13 book cost when you pick up your
copy.

The Sept .  21 meet ing wil l  include a
welcome/introduction and a discussion of the book's
Foreword and Preface, pages vii-xx.   

“Gathering Together Again”
A Special Outing

Sunday, October 17, 2021 at
5:00 PM on the church lawn. 

In case of inclement weather, 
we will use the fellowship hall. 

We’ll be serving up BBQ chicken with all
the trimmings, provided by Wes Walser.

There will be games for the kids, and a
variety of music will be provided by The
Gathering Band. 

Sign-ups will begin September 1 and
continue through October 10. Please
contact Jeanna at 336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com to make your
reservation.
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LAY LEADERS

CIRCLES TO START A NEW YEAR

PRESCHOOL NEWS

Lay Leaders serve a very important worship role as they
represent the congregation of First Presbyterian Church
during each weekly service. Lay Leaders receive service
information well in advance of their chosen Sunday, so
there's plenty of time to prepare. Please consider helping
in this vital worship activity! If you're available for a
Sunday in October, November, or December, please let
Pat Ulmer know so we can add you to our calendar.
Thanks in advance for your help!

LAY LEADER SCHEDULE
C September 12 Lynnae Benton
C September 19 Anne-Riley Harman
C September 26 Bill Keesler

Presbyterian Women Circles will begin meeting
Monday, October 4. Ladies, please mark your
calendars and make plans to join us. More
information to follow.

Greetings from the Preschool! We are so
excited to open our doors, welcoming a new
school year and all our sweet students.
Although we are still battling the COVID
pandemic and have our health and safety
protocols in place again this year, we are
optimistic that we will stay open and thrive
under our new “normal.”  

Our first day of school was Tuesday,
September 7, and we greeted 23 children on
that day. We have two classes this year, both
of which have full rosters, and we are looking
forward to resuming a lot of our activities that we were
unable to have last year. 

Don’t forget our annual Butter Braid
fundraiser! It will kick off this Fall. I will
announce the complete details as soon as they
are finalized.

As always, a big THANK YOU for the
support and love from the church. Please keep
the health and safety of our Preschool children
and staff in your prayers.

Jane Blackerby, Director
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GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY

A FRIENDLY REMINDER FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

Golf FORE! Good is the major fundraiser for the Loaves
and Fishes Food Pantry.

This program operates a food pantry  on Saturdays for
those in need in Davidson County. The pantry is part of
Open Hands Ministry and is located at Trinity United
Methodist Church.  All profits from this event will go to
feeding the hungry. 

Loaves and Fishes Pantry operates in partnership with
the Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North
Carolina.  Second Harvest coordinates food donations
from local retailers along with providing a food
warehouse from which purchases  of nonperishables /
canned items  can be obtained for distribution at the
Pantry.  The strength of this program resides  both with
Second Harvest and  the goodness of volunteers from
First Presbyterian as well as many other local churches.

Please consider joining us to help make this year's
fundraiser a success. Along with golf teams and
sponsorships,  donations of items for prizes for contests
held within the tournament are welcomed as well.

The cost of a round of golf is $60 per player or $240 per
team. The tournament will be played on Saturday,
September 18, 2021 at the Lexington Golf Course.  Tee
time is at 2:00 PM. Sign up forms are available outside
the church office.

For additional information and registration sheets, please
contact David Durrell (           ;                ) or Glenn
O’Shea at                

Our Preschool is in session, and for ease of access to 
street parking and the office entrance of the church, we
ask that everyone please avoid parking along the church-
side of Third Avenue from State Street through the first
handicap space during the Preschool's drop off
(8:45-9:15 AM) and pick up (11:45 AM-12:15 PM)
times Monday through Thursday. Thank you for your
help in ensuring that our students are able to move safely
between their parents’ cars and the building.
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COMING SOON
Our annual Chicken Pie and Baked Spaghetti Sale to benefit local missions will kick
off in October! Keep an eye on the ACTION for more information.

HELP NEEDED FOR EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

My name is Brady Coltrane, and I have been a member
of First Presbyterian Church my whole life. I am a Boy
Scout of Troop 205, and I am currently working on my
Eagle Scout Project.

During these unprecedented times, I thought it would
better to explain my Eagle Scout Project and ask for
donations through the church's website and newsletter.

Currently, I am renovating a room at the Domestic
Violence Shelter. The purpose of this renovation is to
allow domestic violence victims to bring their pets with
them when they are fleeing dangerous situations.
Forty-eight percent of Domestic Violence victims do not
leave their homes, because they cannot bring their pets
with them. We all know how important our pets are to us
and to our families.  It is difficult to imagine having to
leave our pets behind. 

Right now, I am working on getting supplies to organize
and renovate the room. These supplies include wood,
sheet rock, screws, FRP board, dog crates and other dog
necessities. Any financial donations would be greatly
appreciated. If you would like to donate, please make
your check out to Brady Coltrane and either mail it to the
Coltranes at                                                                     ,
or drop it by the church office by August 30.  Donations
will be used towards this project, and any overage will be
donated to the Domestic Violence Shelter. Thank you so
much for your consideration.

EDNA BENJAMIN
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IN MEMORIAM

MEMORIAL GIFTS

TWO CENTS A MEAL OFFERING HELPS FIGHT HUNGER

The congregation extends its sympathy to Jimmy
Holshouser and his family due to the death of his brother,
Norman Holshouser, of Salisbury, NC on September 2,
2021. Please keep Jimmy and his family in your prayers.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Art Gray from: Gordon & Julee Johnson, Craig &
Suzanne Miller, Clark & Abby Smith, Bill & Ann
McMurray, and Linda Mansperger, designated to the
Memorial Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Art Gray from Norma Byerly, designated to the Music
Fund.

We are still receiving the 2 Cents A Meal offering.
Helping agencies within Salem Presbytery on a mission
to combat hunger are eligible to apply for grants funded
by monies received from this offering. In our
community, Pastor's Pantry and the Crisis Ministry have
both previously received hunger grants from the
Presbytery. For those worshiping in-person, you may
place your donation in one of the offering plates. For
those worshiping virtually, you may drop your donation
off at the church during business hours, or you may mail
your check, made payable to First Presbyterian Church,
to us at PO Box 586, Lexington NC 27293. Please note
"2 Cents A Meal" in the memo line of your check. 
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WOMEN OF THE WORD POSTPONES FALL STUDY

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR ART GRAY

With many prayers and thoughtful consideration, the
WOW facilitators have decided to resume our Bible
Study in the Spring of 2022.  With so many uncertainties
with COVID and the Delta variant rise in NC, it seems
best to postpone our study for a few months. We look
forward to meeting again next year, praying our
community will be at rest with our health situation. In the
meantime, we will be praying for God's guidance and
wisdom as we plan for our next study. 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge
Him and He will make your paths straight." - Proverbs
3:5

WOW Facilitators - Katherine Team, Ann McMurray,
Lynnae Benton, Stephanie Shoaf, Tanya Leonard, and
Debbie Auman

A service celebrating the life of Art Gray will be
held in First Presbyterian’s sanctuary on Saturday,
September 25 at 3:00 PM with the Rev. Tommy
Wilson presiding. Friends will be received in the
fellowship hall prior to the service, from 1:30 PM
until 2:30 PM.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned
mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's

Pantry crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for August: 131 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to

collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for August: 101 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be
responsible only for the third Wednesday in each month
for the time being.  We have been assured that the
Shelter is COVID-free and that the building is sanitized
3 times daily. Other churches are also now participating,
and we hope that the men of the church will consider
staying overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those
in need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at               .

PROVIDING A MEAL
Volunteers to provide and serve the meal at the
homeless shelter for the month of April 2022 (next year)
will be needed. All other dates have already been
scheduled, and we are so thankful for everyone who has
volunteered. If you or your small group would like to
volunteer to prepare and serve a meal at the shelter for
April 20, 2022, please contact Jo Leonard at               .

FAITH IN ACTION

First Presbyterian Action              Page 10



Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) - 

Enlistee training for service in the Navy
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
JoAnn Hill - lung problems
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Joyce Nelson (college roommate of Jo Leonard) - advanced 

stage IV colon cancer
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - in rehab at the Sticht Center
Jett Cross (brother of MaryAnn Farthing) - metastatic 

cancer, in serious condition
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

David Stephens (brother-in-law of Steve Foster) - 
pancreatitis

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma
Margi Cole (mother of Terri Lamb) - fell & broke hip
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for 

several months
Phyllis Smith (friend of Ginger Briggs)
Family of Norman Holshouser (brother of Jimmy 

Holshouser)
Beth Young (cousin of Alma Carlton) - spinal compression 

fracture

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140, ext.
201 or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group
unless otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is
password protected. If you need the password, please
contact Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Karen Teer
Jeff Thobe
Dorothy Bumgarner

John Rawlings
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
Navahlia Quesenberry
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Melissa Smith & Family
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVE STREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings 
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific
to the life of our church & church family. We encourage
you to cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place
it in a prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 12
Almighty God, You have provided us examples in the
faith - grandparents, parents, friends, mentors - to show
us how to be Your disciples. You have pursued us with
Your great love, You have chosen us, and You have
called us to be Your people. Help us to live into our
calling, to serve and love as Your Son served and
loved, that we might light the way for others to come to
You through faith in Christ Jesus, for it is in His name
we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 19
Gracious Lord, You are a God of variety and diversity.
We see this in the changing of the seasons, in our flora
and fauna, and in our own human race. Help us to see
and appreciate this variety and diversity and to
recognize that it comes from Your hands, the Creator
of all things. Let us give thanks with grateful hearts for
it, and grant us a new appreciation for the beauty that
You have placed in our world. Help us to embrace
those things which make us unique, as well as those
commonalities that draw us together, without
denigrating one for the sake of the other, that in doing
so, we may learn to not only love ourselves but our
neighbors as well. We give You thanks and praise in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of September 26
Father-God, we lift up to you all those who are hurting,
but we particularly remember those who suffer in
silence - victims of abuse, neglect, and injustice - some
of whom are too weak to speak up and others who have
been robbed of their voice through threats and
punishment. We ask You to give courage to those who
need to speak up or to leave their situation. Strengthen
those who are weak and encourage their hearts. Grant
all of them Your protection, surround them with Your
love, and remind them that they are not alone. Thank
You, Father, for never forgetting the least of these, the
outcast, the marginalized, and the silenced. Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FULL WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS
Sunday, September 19
Crossroads Worship - 9 AM - Fellowship Hall

Sunday School - 10 AM
Classic Worship - 11 AM - Sanctuary

Livestream - 11 AM - Our YouTube channel

CELEBRATION DINNER HONORING THE ZEHMER FAMILY
Sunday, September 26 at 6 PM, Front Lawn 

Make your reservation with Jeanna by September 20 if you plan to attend.


