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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On Sunday, November 7th, the congregation
elected its Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC). Thank you to Ann McMurray, Brian
Turlington, Adrianne Staten, Jackson Greer,
Cathy Fulp, and Ryan Harman for your
willingness to serve. This is a huge step
forward in beginning the search for your new
pastor. However, there is still a process to it,
and that process takes time.  

The first thing that will happen is the PNC
will meet with Pastor Nancy and a
representative from the Commission on
Ministry. Rev. Brian Rummage is our
assigned liaison. He will go over the process
with the newly formed committee and answer
questions they might have. The PNC will
elect from among themselves a chairperson
and a secretary, and set their meeting
schedule. Their next big task will be to
complete a MIF - a Ministry Information
Form. Think of this document as the church's
resumé. It includes basic information about
the church as well as several "essay-type"
questions for the PNC to answer about where
you feel God is leading the congregation and
what you need to move in that direction. 
Once they have completed the MIF, it will go
to the Session for approval and then on to the
COM (Commission on Ministry) Task Force
for Transitions in Ministry.  (Pastor Nancy
co-chairs this committee for Presbytery.)

Once the MIF is approved, then it may be
posted with the Church Leadership
Connection (CLC) on the Presbyterian
Church (USA) website. The CLC serves
as a "matching service" of sorts, helping
to connect pastors seeking a call with
churches searching for pastors.  Pastors
may also submit their PIF (Personal
Information Form) to PNCs directly.  

So now that you have a bit of the lay of
the land, please hold the PNC members
in your prayers. Instead of asking when
they'll have a new pastor for us, ask them
things like "How can I be in prayer for
you?" or "Could I prepare a snack or a
meal for your committee's next meeting?"
or "Is there a way I might support you in
your other church responsibilities while
you take on this service on PNC?"   

We look forward to this next step in our
Transitional Adventure!
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Pastor Nancy will be on study leave
November 12-14.  Rev. Randy Hall
will preach on Sunday, November
14th.  
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Dear Friends,

Greetings, Saints!  In case you missed the
11/7 worship service, when I say Saints,
I'm talking to you!  All God's people are
saints.  As poet Robert Louis Stevenson
wrote, A saint is a sinner who keeps on
going.  

Thank you to everyone who helped to
bring forth a very special day for All
Saints Sunday. The musicians, the
beautiful table and floral arrangements,
the luncheon, and table decorations-all
worked together to bring glory to God
and provide good fellowship with one
another. Thank you also to those who
have returned their stewardship
commitment card. If you haven't done
that yet, there is still plenty of time.  Your
contributions help us to live into our
mission.  We need you!

We are in that month of Thanksgiving,
when we are extra aware of God's good
and plentiful gifts to us. I encourage you
to name at least one thing each day that
you are thankful for, and try to be
specific. Perhaps write them down before
dinner or when you get up in the
morning.  Keep track of them and then on
Thanksgiving Day, pull out your "Thanks
List" and share some of them with your
dinner companions. Encourage them to
do the same. Maybe you'll want to
continue this thanks-living through the
end of the year. 
 

Be assured.  I am ever grateful for
traveling this journey with you.

All that I've needed,
thy hand has provided. 

 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord,
unto me.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Ann Kiefer, Interim DCE/F

Has God been calling you to make a connection with
your church family at FPC?  

Do you feel led to share your gifts and ideas for
upcoming church events that you treasure?  

As the interim DCE, I am hoping to encourage each of
you to step out in faith and share your Spirit-Given Gifts
(part of our new mission statement).  It is so much fun to
work alongside a fellow brother or sister in the church
family! My prayer is that, through continually asking for
volunteers, you will find an opportunity to serve. 
Through your service, you will make and strengthen
relationships, all while serving your church family!

Take a moment to read the fun activities we will have at
our annual Christmas Family Night.  Simply call or text
Ann Kiefer              and let me know where you would
like to help. This short-term commitment will be a
blessing to both you and your church family!

Christmas Family Night - Sunday,
November 28, 2021 from 4:00-6:00

Fresh Advent Wreath Assembly
- We need several veteran wreath crafters to head up

this activity!
o I will create a list of registered guests who wish

to make a wreath
o You collect the materials necessary for their

wreaths
o Set up your crafting station prior to the event
o Be readily available for those of us who need

your help assembling a wreath

Nativity Photo Booth
- How good are you at getting squirmy kids to look at

the camera and smile?
o Simply assemble premade photo booth props
o You choose a simple backdrop to set up at the

end of the hallway
o Encourage families to squeeze tight and smile

while holding their props super still
o Snap a quick horizontal photo on your phone or

camera
o Upload the photos to Walmart 

o I will purchase photos at a later date for frame
assembly 

Wooden Photo Frames
- In search of 2-3 fearless friends who are not afraid of

getting paint on their hands.  
o I will set up your crafting station and drying area
o Distribute a Sharpie marker and frame to each

interested family. Instruct each member of the
family to write their name on the back (preserving
those precious young signatures)

o Police siblings as they work together to paint a
wooden photo frame (white or yellow only) that
will eventually hold their Fun Family Nativity
Photo

o Place wet frames to the side to dry

Event Sticker
- Have a Cricut Decal Sticker Maker?  

o I will purchase red and green sticker paper 
o You create a sticker for each family saying

something like "Christmas Family Night 2021"
o Peel and stick Event Labels to each previously

painted frame (after they are dry)

Cinnamon Dough Ornaments
- Searching for few Christmas Chefs to mix up a batch

of cinnamon dough and help the children roll out and
cut nativity-shaped ornaments.
o Ingredients necessary and nativity cookie cutters

will be purchased for you
o Baking buddies mix up a batch of cinnamon

dough prior to the event
o Man the table where families will roll out their

dough ball, choose a character from the Nativity
Scene and cut their ornament out

o Christmas Chefs take the ornaments home to bake
12 hours and return to the church for distribution
the following Sunday
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN MEMORIAM

SERVICE FOR L.A. FREEMAN

The congregation extends its sympathy to Jack Harman
and his family due to the death of his son, Quincy
Harman, on November 2, 2021.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Ed Kiefer
and his family due to the death of his father, John Kiefer,
on November 3, 2021.

The congregation further extends its sympathy to Cynthia
Swicegood, David Freeman, and their families due to the
death of their father, L.A. Freeman, on November 4,
2021.

Please keep these families in your prayers during this
difficult time.

A funeral service for L.A. Freeman will be held Sunday,
November 14 at 3:00 in the First Presbyterian sanctuary. 
Rev. Randy Hall will preside as Pastor Nancy will be on
Study Leave. Visitation with the family beforehand begins
at 2:00 in Fellowship Hall. Burial following the service
will be at Sandy Creek Cemetery.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Art Gray from Joel & Joan Lawrence (Memorial Fund)
and Calvin & Julee Cunningham (Music Fund).

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Cloyd Philpott from Marlene Ix (Memorial Fund).
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MEMBER NEWS

CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT

We rejoice with Roddie & Lynne Hobbs in the birth of
their first grandchild, Ellie Gray Johns, born to their
daughter Catie & her husband Chris Johns on September
27, 2021.  

Navahlia Quesenberry recently underwent gamma knife
brain surgery on November 1 and is already out of ICU.
Cards and notes may be sent to her at:

Mrs. Navahlia Quesenberry
                      

                                 
                                            

CFN is back, and  we're so excited!  Christmas Family
Night will be Sunday, November 28, 4:00-6:00 PM.
Gather with your church family in fellowship and fun as
we prepare for the Advent season. Be sure to check Ann
Kiefer’s article on page 3 for more details about
activities and information on how to help!

Join us for…
 4:00-5:00 -  Craft stations, including Advent wreaths 

       and gingerbread
 5:00-5:30 -  Caroling and children's time
 5:30-6:00  - Soup & sandwiches 

Please RSVP to Jeanna in the church office at (336)
248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com, or by completing the
card included in Sunday's bulletin and dropping it in the
offering plate. Reservations are due by Sunday,
November 21.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGE FOR NOVEMBER 28

It's Shoebox Time, and we have everything you need to
get started! What a wonderful opportunity to touch the
lives of children and families around the world, bringing
hope through the Good News of Jesus Christ in the form
of a simple gift. This is a great way to kick off the
Christmas season (if a little early!)

Shoeboxes and packing lists of suggested items are
available for pick up outside the church office. Please
feel free to take one and return by Sunday, November 21.
Or ,  you  can  bu i ld  a  box  onl ine  a t
samaritanspurse.org.(Samaritan's Purse also requests a
donation of $9 along with each box to help offset project
costs.)

All shoeboxes need to be returned by Sunday, November
21, for dedication during worship and delivery to the
Methodist church following the service.

If you have any questions or need boxes delivered/picked
up, please contact Joy Harman                                  .

As we finish out our Thanksgiving celebrations the
weekend of November 28 and step into Advent, we will
hold just ONE morning blended worship service at 11:00
that Sunday. This allows the Fellowship Hall to be
prepared for Christmas Family Night, which will be held
later that afternoon beginning at 4:00 PM.

Sunday School will still be held at its regular time of
10:00 AM.
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

MISSING ITEM

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned

mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry
crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for October: 125 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to

collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for October: 102 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be
responsible only for the third Wednesday in each month
for the time being.  We have been assured that the
Shelter is COVID-free and that the building is sanitized
3 times daily. Other churches are also now participating,
and we hope that the men of the church will consider
staying overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those
in need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at                  
   

If you borrowed the crate from the Pastor’s Pantry
collection area in the church lobby, will you please
return it? The crate was donated to the church for use in
collecting Pastor’s Pantry donations
by a church member who purchased
it at Office Depot. If you happen to
spot it somewhere else in the church,
we would be grateful if you could
help it find its way back home.

FAITH IN ACTION

First Presbyterian Action              Page 7



Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) - 

Enlistee training for service in the Navy
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
JoAnn Hill - lung problems
Sami Thobe (great niece of Nancy Gilbert)
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Jennifer Kinter (niece of Lucy Finley) - recovering from 

surgery
Jeri Bowyer - fractured foot
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the 

toes on one foot in a farm accident
John Rawlings - hip replacement on 10/11; is in rehab at 

Brookdale

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Gavin Hill (North Davidson High School student) - return of 

neuroblastoma
Margi Cole (mother of Terri Lamb) - fell & broke hip
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease; has 

pneumonia
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for 

several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Beth Young (cousin of Alma Carlton) - spinal compression 

fracture
Dorothy Bumgarner (mother of Mary Bumgarner)
Dottie Muskovin (sister-in-law of Marie Muskovin & 

Emelie North)
John Crahen (nephew of Lucy Finley) - COVID
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Beckey Griffith
Navahlia Quesenberry - recovering from surgery to remove 

a spot on her brain

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Cody Robertson
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Jeff Thobe
Tom Lackey

Rev. Ray Howell
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Brenda Blackley
Marie Muskovin
Helen & John Lang
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Warren Knotts
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough

Jeff Check
The Foster Family
Bonnie Bradley
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Denise Gilbert

Arvil & Peggy Styers
Phyllis & Eugene Hedrick 
Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Jo Leonard
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The flowers in the church on Sunday
morning, November 7, were given in
loving memory of Quincy Harman.

PASTORAL CARE

LIVESTREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings 
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly
(www.fpclexnc.com), along with a
link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our
YouTube channel will be notified
any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of November 14
Loving God, this week, we put the final touches on our
shoebox gifts for children around the world. May these
gifts bring happiness and light to the lives of the
children who receive them, and may these young ones
learn and know of Your great love for them and for all
humankind. Draw each one of them close into Your
tender embrace, and pour Your love and kindness into
their hearts and lives. With grateful hearts, we pray this
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of November 21
Generous God, as we gather to give thanks for Your
abundant blessings, help us to also remember those
who are facing hard times, who may be hurting or
suffering. Lord, You are our provider. Help us to share
all that You have given us with others so that they may
know and receive You. Remind us also to invite You
into our homes and celebrations as we begin this
holiday season, for You are our most honored guest.
We pray this in Jesus' name, Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of November 28
The season of Advent has begun, Father-God. It is a
season of waiting and anticipation, a season of
watchfulness and hope, and a season of growing
darkness in which we celebrate the birth of Your Son,
the Light of the world. We thank You for this most
precious gift. Help us to receive Your light and to
reflect that light for the world to see, that others may
come to know You. Remind us, when we find
ourselves in darkness, that Jesus is the Light, and He is
our hope. Give us the strength to raise our eyes
heavenward and fix our eyes on the Author and
Finisher of our Faith. We give You thanks and praise
for all these things and so much more, in the precious
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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