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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Nov. 28 & Dec. 5
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended Service

Dec. 12 & 19
9 AM - Crossroads Worship

in the fellowship hall

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On Sunday, November 28th, we invite you to
join us for a single, blended worship service
in the sanctuary beginning at 11:00 AM, with
Sunday School at 10:00 AM. This will allow
the fellowship hall to be set up for Christmas
Family Night, which will be held later that
afternoon. We will honor Hoke Ayers at the
beginning of the worship service as he
receives his Eagle Scout Award and look
forward to celebrating this joyous occasion
with him!

That afternoon, we will celebrate the
beginning of Advent together with Christmas
Family Night, which begins at 4:00 PM. If
you have loved ones in the military, please
bring their address so that we may send
them a card.

December 5 is a First Sunday, which
means we will have Sunday School for
all ages at 10:00 AM and a single,
blended worship service in the sanctuary,
with livestream, beginning at 11:00 AM.
We will together celebrate the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper. Our children will
have the opportunity to give their Noisy
Offerings, and we will receive the
Christmas Joy Offering.
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FROM THE PASTOR
First

Presbyterian
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Church Staff
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Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
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Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Interim Organist
Mr. Stan Grady

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

Dear Friends,

Happy New Year!  The first Sunday of
Advent is the beginning of the New Year
in the church liturgical calendar.  Advent
is a time of waiting. Just like Christians
throughout history, we wait for Christ to
come again. While we think of late
November and all of December as a time
to get ready for Jesus' birth, Advent puts
emphasis on the promise that Christ is
coming in all power and glory. We wait
with Advent Hope. It's not that we are
"pie in the sky" waiters. No!  Christians
are called to continue the work of Christ
as we wait. We have been given a road
map on how to live: feed the hungry, visit
the sick and those in prison, work toward
justice and peace, and worship God with
heart, soul, mind, and strength.

This Advent, we have a number of
opportunities for you to prepare the way
of the Lord.

On November 28, we will have just one
service, blended, in the sanctuary at
11:00. This allows for the extensive setup
to happen for our afternoon Christmas
Family Night in Fellowship Hall. In
morning worship, we will welcome our
Boy Scout Troop #205 as they hold a
short Eagle Court of Honor for our
member Hoke Ayers. This is an
incredible achievement and a milestone
in Hoke's life. Scouting is a long-time
ministry of this congregation and we
rejoice in this special award for one of
our youth. 

Be sure to return for Christmas Family
Night at 4:00. This gathering brings us
together with activities for all ages and a
fellowship meal. Perhaps you'll want to
make an Advent wreath for your home or
nativity ornaments. There will be lots of
choices. It is a beloved tradition and
everyone is welcome.

December 5th is a first Sunday of the
month, which means an 11:00 blended
service. It is the 2nd Sunday of Advent,
and we will celebrate with a service that
uplifts Jesus in the Signs of the Season. 
Children and adults will help lead the
service this week as we unpack the
meaning of some of our most cherished
Christmas traditions and decorations.  

December 12th and 19th we will be back
to our two services for the 3rd and 4th
Sundays of Advent. The 19th will be a
service of lessons and carols telling the
story of God's gift of Emmanuel, God
with Us.

Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:00 on
December 24th.

As always, these 11:00 Sunday services
will be available online at our YouTube
channel so you can be connected online
and/or in person.  

May your Advent season be filled with
hope, peace, joy, and love.

In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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IN MEMORIAM

NOTES OF THANKS

PW CIRCLES MEET DECEMBER 6

The congregation extends its sympathy to Christy Hiller
and her family due to the death of her grandmother, on
November 16, 2021.

Please keep Christy and her family in your prayers during
this difficult time.

Dear FPC Family,

Thank you for all the cards, gifts, kind words, and love
you showed me on my retirement and through all the
years that I have been a part of First Presbyterian. I read
every single card and note that I received. You all have
been a blessing to me, and I am grateful for you all.

With love,
Macie Anderson

Church Family,

Thank you all so much for your outpouring of love and
support, cards, emails, phone calls, food, flowers, and
many, many prayers for me, my brother, and my nephew
while we dealt with COVID and its after effects recently.
We praise God for His faithfulness and thank you for your
faithful prayers for us as well. 

In His Service,
Jeanna, Daniel, and Dillon Carlton  

Circles will meet Monday, December 6, at the church.
The Morning Circle meets at 10:30 AM, and the Evening
Circle meets at 7:00 PM. The Bible study leader will be
Pastor Nancy, and the Thank Offering will be received. 

Please also remember your donations to Family Services
(kitchen trash bags, laundry detergent, cleaning supplies,
freezer bags, saran wrap, aluminum foil; new packaged
underwear in sizes 8, 9, 10,12; paper towels, and hand
sanitizers).
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Acts Alive met
at the home of

Robin and Katherine Team

on November 14th.

First Presbyterian Action              Page 4



Recently, Adrianne Staten was asked to present a Moment
for Stewardship during worship. We received a request to
print her remarks here for those who may have missed
hearing her during the service.

I was asked to talk about what Faithful giving means to
me. The best way that I can explain it is like this - 

When I put my money in the offering basket - I don’t
actually see where my money goes, and while I do know
the agencies our church supports, I don’t know if the
money really makes a difference in a positive way for
someone or for the particular agency. But I do have Faith
in the Lord that the acts of giving, will positively impact
someone, somewhere along the way. I trust that the Lord
has a hand in this. 

One of the ways I give of my time and my talents within
our community and our church - is to work with the
youth. I don’t always see if anything I have taught has
been absorbed by the kids, or if it is even used in their
life.  But I do have Faith in God that at some point in
their life, they will apply the lessons they have learned in
Sunday School, Bible school, or youth group, and be a
guiding light for others. I have Faith that as I give of my
time to kids, they will in turn do the same for someone
else - and I may never know about it. 

This was modeled for me many times, not only from my
family, but as I was growing up in this church and
witnessed the generosity of Neb and Mary Catherine
Rodgers, the time that Annie and L.A. Freeman, and
Cloyd Philpott gave to teaching Sunday School, and the
kindness that Cornelia Graham showed when she called
me the morning of my wedding day to say “this is the
day that the Lord has made - let us rejoice and be glad
in it”.  Their faithful giving will carry on.

Giving of our time, talents, and our treasures can be
easy to do - the hard part is being patient and
understanding that we may not instantly see the effect of
our giving. That is when Faith comes in. 

- Adrianne Staten

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
L.A. Freeman, designated to the Memorial Fund, from:
Bill & Ann McMurray and Jim & Bonnie Graham.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Quincy Harman, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from: Bill & Ann McMurray and Bill & Teresa Mayes.

A MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP

Have you returned your
Time & Talent form and
Financial Commitment
card? It’s not too late.

Let us Give with Faith!

MEMORIAL GIFTS
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Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we
turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous
gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in
every time and place, but those leaders often need to be
supported by their communities as well. 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's
gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and
retired church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color.

You will have the opportunity to give to the Christmas
Joy Offering on Sunday, December 5. Please prayerfully
consider your gift to this important offering. Those who
will be unable to attend that Sunday may give online by
visiting specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy.
You may also mail your gift to the church at PO Box 586,
Lexington NC 27293.

Pastor Nancy encourages those wishing to meet with her
to schedule a visit ahead of time by emailing her at
pastornancy@fpclexnc.com or calling or texting her at
708-642-2742. By request, she is publishing office hours
for the next few weeks, but please note these can change
as things may come up at the last minute, such as pastoral
care needs or newly scheduled meetings. It is best to make
an appointment, but Pastor Nancy is also glad to have
folks just drop by for a visit.

Monday, November 29 1:30-3:00 pm
Tuesday, November 30 10:30 am - Noon and 2:30-

4:00 pm

Monday, December 6 2:00-4:00
Tuesday, December 7 2:00-3:30 pm

Monday, December 13 2:00-4:00 pm

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

PASTOR NANCY’S OFFICE HOURS
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

MISSING ITEM

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned
mixed vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's

Pantry crates in the church lobby. 

Collected for October: 125 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to

collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for November: 52 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. The
item collection cards may be found on the sill of Jeanna’s
service window, lobby side, as well as being listed below.
Thank you  for your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be
responsible only for the third Wednesday in each month
for the time being.  We have been assured that the
Shelter is COVID-free and that the building is sanitized
3 times daily. Other churches are also now participating,
and we hope that the men of the church will consider
staying overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those
in need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at               .

If you borrowed the crate from the Pastor’s Pantry
collection area in the church lobby,
will you please return it? The crate
was donated to the church for use in
collecting Pastor’s Pantry donations
by a church member who purchased
it at Office Depot. If you happen to
spot it somewhere else in the church, we would be
grateful if you could help it find its way back home.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) - 

Enlistee training for service in the Navy
L.P. Miller (cousin of Lucy Finley) - mobility issues
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Jennifer Kinter (niece of Lucy Finley) - recovering from 

surgery
Jeri Bowyer - fractured foot
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the 

toes on one foot in a farm accident
John Rawlings - recovering from hip replacement
Jeff Check - pulmonary fibrosis flare up
Susan Styers (Aunt of Celia Stalvey) - battling breast cancer 

for the second time

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Renee (sister of Cathy Fulp) - ER physician in SC, on 
the front lines fighting against the pandemic

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi Cole (mother of Terri Lamb) - fell & broke hip
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease; has 

pneumonia
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for 

several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Beth Young (cousin of Alma Carlton) - spinal compression 

fracture
Dorothy Bumgarner (mother of Mary Bumgarner)
Dottie Muskovin (sister-in-law of Marie Muskovin & 

Emelie North)
John Crahen (nephew of Lucy Finley) - COVID
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Beckey Griffith - tests
Navahlia Quesenberry - recovering from surgery to remove 

a spot on her brain
Ken Vander Schaaf - bypass surgery on 11/24

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Guy & Billie Kerley
Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Jeff Thobe
Tom Lackey

Rev. Ray Howell
Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman

Cary Lewis
Joyce Allison
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Ariel Bratz

Crissy Tribley
Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Ed Kiefer & family
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Gerald Harrelson

Mary Beth Wheely
Lynn & Norman Carlton
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Jo Leonard
Jack Harman & family
Jed Orman
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVESTREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings 
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of  our  websi te weekly
(www.fpclexnc.com), along with a link to
the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube
channel will be notified any time we add
a new video.

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer Focus for the Week of November 28
The season of Advent has begun, Father-God. It is a
season of waiting and anticipation, a season of
watchfulness and hope, and a season of growing
darkness in which we celebrate the birth of Your Son,
the Light of the world. We thank You for this most
precious gift. Help us to receive Your light and to
reflect that light for the world to see, that others may
come to know You. Remind us, when we find
ourselves in darkness, that Jesus is the Light, and He is
our hope. Give us the strength to raise our eyes
heavenward and fix our eyes on the Author and
Finisher of our Faith. We give You thanks and praise
for all these things and so much more, in the precious
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of December 5
Heavenly Father, this Advent season, help us to
remember that however dark or cold it may be out in
the world, wherever Christ is present and praised, there
is the warmth of heavenly light and glad tidings for all.
You are our hope, our joy, and our peace. With
thankful hearts, we give you praise in Jesus' name.
Amen.

Prayer Focus for the Week of December 12
God of Love, thank You for Your many gifts to us. At
this time of year, we are especially grateful for Your
gifts of family, friends, and fellowship. Help us to
share Your love and light with all we meet. In Jesus'
precious name, we pray. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of December 19
Gracious God, “unto us a child is born, unto us a Son
is given...and His name will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace...”* and we are so very thankful for Your love
come down to live with us. As we leave the stable and
walk toward the beginning of a new year, let us carry
Your light and Your love with us. Amen.

* Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion 
December 24 at 5:00 PM
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1 - Walter Fulp, Anna Hood
2 - Samuel Priddy
3 - Travis Fortune
4 - Kathryn Grier
6 - Kris Hinson
7 - Jim Black, Zoey Henderson
8 - Christa-Maria Grier, Beth Parrott, Sam Gardner
9 - Brooke Wheeles
10 - Beth Young, David Adams
15 - Mark White
16 - Bonnie Graham, Rick Johnson
19 - Nancy Gilbert, Norma Byerly
21 - Glenda Leonard, Jed Orman
23 - Carole Sandifer, Cooper Holshouser
30 - Helen Johnson Grant
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SINGLE BLENDED SERVICE
Sunday, November 28 at 11 AM

We will honor Hoke Ayers as he receives his Eagle Award

CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT
Sunday, November 28,  4:00-6:00 PM

The office will be closed
Thursday, November 25 and

Friday, November 26
in observance of Thanksgiving.


