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JOIN US FOR “THE STORY”
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Jan. 16, 23, & 30
9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall
10 AM - Sunday School
11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary
Feb. 6
11 AM - One service in the
sanctuary
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Ready to explore the entire Bible from cover
to cover?
You read that correctly - 2022 is the year of
The Story, where FPC will read the Bible as
one story of God and His people!
The Story (written by Randy Frazee) has
condensed the entire Bible into 31 chapters,
unfolding events from Genesis to Revelation.
It reads like a novel, and is available in teen
and children's books as well. Copies of each
version are on display in Jeanna's office
window and are available for purchase on
Amazon and from most book stores.
However, it is not necessary for you to
purchase the book in order to participate in
this church-wide event!

Jump into a Sunday School classroom
and experience The Story first hand. If
you enjoy the fellowship and journey
through the Bible - then come back for
more! No need to commit to all 31
weeks!
Consider making a New Year's
Resolution to grow with our loving
church family, as we explore the entire
Bible in 2022!

Sunday School classes (young and old) will
cover the SAME section of the Bible each
week. Just imagine your Sunday afternoon
lunch conversation as you discuss the same
stories from God's Holy Bible! Families of
Elementary and Middle Schoolers will
receive a complementary copy of The Story
to read together each week at home. Watch
your knowledge and faith in God grow
together right under your roof.

Page 1

First
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina.

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email: office@fpclexnc.com
Phone: 336.248.2140
Fax:

336.248.6626

Web:

http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
PastorNancy@fpclexnc.com
Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation
Mrs. Ann Kiefer
Financial Secretary
Ms. Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com
Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com
Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi
Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com
Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

First Presbyterian Action

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! It is hard to believe
we are stepping into 2022. I expect it to
be a big year for this congregation as
your Pastor Nominating Committee is
hard at work. While they do their task, it
is important for you to keep doing yours!
That is, participating in the mission and
ministry of First Presbyterian Church. I
know that the Omicron variant has
brought on some limitations to in-person
gatherings, but there are still many ways
to be involved. Here are some ideas for
you:
1. If you have internet access, you could
join the Thursday Prayer Group at 11:00
each Thursday via Zoom. This group has
met faithfully over a number of years,
first in person, and then when the
pandemic hit, they turned to praying
together online. They see the Holy Spirit
active in our church and world as they
pray for concerns and celebrations among
our church family and world. Emelie
North is the convener of this group.
2. Stretch your Bible knowledge by
becoming a participant in "The Story,"
and reading through the Bible this year.
Talk to Ann Keifer, our interim Director
of Christian Education, about this great
opportunity for spiritual growth.

4. If you like hands-on work, but not in
a crowd, talk to Building & Grounds
elders Sammy McFarland and Ryan
Gobble about how you might help with
some of the odds and ends work that
needs doing around the church.
5. Worship! You can join us at 9:00 or
11:00 in person, or 11:00 online. It's
important to continue feeding your spirit
with God's word.
6. Drop off a jar of peanut butter and/or
a can of mixed vegetables (or more!) in
the church lobby to help stock our local
food pantries.
These are just a few ideas for living your
faith this winter. There are plenty more!
Pastors searching for a new congregation
like to know the members take their faith
commitment to heart. FPC is a
wonderful, dynamic family of faith! I
know God is preparing the right pastor
for you and look forward to that day
when you can welcome him or her into
your fold. Please hold your PNC in
prayer.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

3. Send cards to some of our shut-ins or
others experiencing a hardship. It means
the world to folks who are isolated or
going through a tough time to hear from
their church family. Consider writing
just one card a week and see if that
doesn't help you feel more connected as
well. Ask me for a startup list of names.

Page 2

IN MEMORIAM
DECEMBER 26 WORSHIP
The congregation extends its sympathy to Neal & Carol
Beck and their family due to the death of Neal’s brother,
Sgt. Major Roger “Robin” Beck, on December 11, 2021.
The congregation also extends its sympathy to Travis &
Carol Fortune and their family due to the death of Travis’
brother, Stephon White, on December 23, 2021.
Reminder: A memorial service celebrating the life of
Harriet Zimmerman will be held in the sanctuary of First
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, January 22, 2022 at
2:00 PM.
Please keep these families in your prayers during this
difficult time.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
L.A. Freeman, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
Burr & Rebecca Sullivan and Gordon & Nancy Wright.

The church has received a gift, designated to the Boy
Scout Fund, in honor of Rob Greer from David and Ellen
Welborn.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Art Gray, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
BettyKerr Osborne.

The church has received a gift, designated to the Boy
Scout Fund, in honor of Sol Coltrane from David and
Ellen Welborn.

The church has received a gift from Bill and Ann
McMurray, designated to the Memorial Fund, in honor
of their Bible study group.

The church has received a gift, designated to the Boy
Scout Fund, in honor of Taylor Hood from David and
Ellen Welborn.

The church has received a gift in honor of the staff of
First Presbyterian Church, designated to the Memorial
Fund, from Bill and Ann McMurray.

The church has received a gift, designated to the Boy
Scout Fund, in honor of Sims Riggan from David and
Ellen Welborn.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Jim
and Lillian Welborn, designated to the Music Fund,
from David and Ellen Welborn and family.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mrs.
Charlotte Gingerelli, designated to the Handbell Choir,
by Susan McMillan.
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PW CIRCLES MEET FEBRUARY 7
Circles will meet Monday, February 7, at the church. The
Morning Circle meets at 10:30 AM, and the Evening
Circle meets at 7:00 PM. The Bible study leader will be
Carol Fortune with lesson 5.
Please also remember your donations to Family Services
(kitchen trash bags, laundry detergent, cleaning supplies,
freezer bags, Saran Wrap, aluminum foil, new packaged
underwear [sizes 8, 9, 10, 12], paper towels, and hand
sanitizers).

DISCUSSION LEADERS NAMED FOR NEW RACE BOOK STUDY
Race Unification Committee (RUC) members Walt
Rouse, Ken Davis, and David Durrell will lead the
committee’s next book discussion series, which starts
January 18.

A free audio version of the book is available on
HOOPLA, an app that can be downloaded to a cell phone
or tablet. The Wallis book (and many other books) can be
accessed with a library card/number.

The book is Jim Wallis’ “America’s Original Sin:
Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New
America” (2016). Wallis is a white evangelical preacher,
pastor, university teacher, bestselling author, and
magazine founder who has worked on racial issues for
more than 50 years. The book gives his summary of the
current state of U.S. race relations and his
recommendations for how to improve them.

The RUC completed its first congregational book study -of Howard Thurman’s “Jesus and the Disinherited”
(1947) -- on December 7. RUC member JoAnn Hill led
those six discussions.

The book discussions, open to the entire congregation,
offer an opportunity for combined discovery. All
participants are encouraged to share their own thoughts
and personal stories.
The book will be divided into six parts, and a discussion
will be held for each part – a total of six discussions in
all. Discussions will be conducted on Zoom from 6 to 7
p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays monthly from
January 18 through April 5. To register or for more
information, please email Bill Keesler, RUC chair, or
text or call him at
.
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SESSION DIGEST
The Session held its regular stated meeting on December
19, 2021 at 7:00 pm. via Zoom. The following topics
were discussed and appropriate actions taken:

C

C
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C
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The Race Unification Committee asked that the
Session agree to have the committee be part of the
church website where their information could be
presented. Session approved.
The Reopening Committee reported that the mask
requirement would remain the same which is that
masks are optional but strongly encouraged.
The Annual Meeting Ministry Team reports are due
January 5, 2022
The Annual Meeting was set for February 6, 2022 at
the combined 11:00 service.
Harriet Zimmerman's memorial service will be
January 22, 2022
The Christmas Family Night had a good turnout and
was enjoyed by all
Stewardship reported that 78 pledges have been
received for a total of $367,407.96. Twenty pledges
were increases, nine were decreases, thirty-eight were
the same and eleven were new pledges.
The Fire Marshall inspected the church and is
requiring magnetic locks for a number of the fire
doors we have in the church. These areas are the
most used and the doors are open but for safety, need
to be held open by the magnetic locks that are tied to
the fire alarm.
The church playground is being upgraded. The fence
has been repaired and mulch will be replaced soon.
The overhead lights in the sanctuary will need to be
replaced since replacement bulbs and fixtures are no
longer available. This will be investigated and
reported back to Session.
Reported that additional help is needed to cover the
entrances during Sunday School since we do not have
a Sunday School Superintendent at this time. A
small committee will consider solutions and report
back to the Session.
The Session approved a Christmas bonus for the
church staff: Jeanna, Alma, Shelly, Tommy and
Ann.
The Sunday School curriculum for first quarter 2022
will be related to "The Story" Bible for both adult and
children classes.
The Meals on Wheels volunteers from our Church
are fully staffed now.

First Presbyterian Action

The end of November financials were reviewed
showing a near break-even with a shortfall of
$1,136.48. Historically, a number of pledges are
caught up at year end.
The proposed church budget was presented for 2022
for a total of $489,420.54. This included a 4% wage
increase for the staff, meeting all the ministry team
requests, keeping the current minister’s salary, a
part-time DCE, a full time Office manager, a part-time
financial secretary, a part-time custodian and a
part-time Director of Music. Added a budget line item
for Race Unification, bicentennial planning
committee, and the PNC. The budget normally is
adjusted in January after getting year-end
contributions. Session approved the proposed budget.

OFFICER NOMINATION FORMS
Officer Nomination Forms are located in the lobby and
narthex. You may use these forms to nominate someone
for Elder or for the Nominating Committee. Please be
sure that the person you nominate would be willing to
serve in the capacity that you nominate them for. Forms
are due to the office by February 6, 2022.

ANNUAL MEETING
We will have our Annual Congregational Meeting for the
purpose of receiving annual Ministry Team reports
following worship on Sunday, February 6, 2022.
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BAPTISM STONES AVAILABLE

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who helped to make the
Advent/Christmas Seasons so meaningful,
including the choirs, decorators and
undecorators, worship leaders, tech crew,
and behind-the-scenes folks.
We
appreciate your ministry and leadership.

Were you in worship on January 9th? We read about
Jesus' baptism and remembered God's claim on our lives
in that sacrament. Those who attended in person were
able to take home a crystalized "drop of water" as a
reminder of their own baptism. Extra baptism stones are
available on the table in the lobby if you would like one.
Put it in a place you will see it: your dresser, windowsill,
wallet, etc. Remember your baptism and celebrate!

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENT
Ann Kiefer, Interim DCE
On Sunday, December 19, our elementary school
children served their Sunday School teachers with a
traditional Christmas Caroling event. Our children truly
love their teachers and had a BLAST visiting their homes
and making them smile! We are thankful for the
nurturing gifts each teacher has shared with our children
this school year! Anyone interested in serving as an
elementary school Sunday School Teacher can call or
text Ann Kiefer at
.
Our children caroled at the homes of: Donna and Bill
Bryan, Ginger Briggs, Ann McMurray, Alma Carlton,
Faith Albert, Brooke Wheeles, Karen Carrickhoff, Carol
Fortune, and Jennifer and Brian Turlington.

First Presbyterian Action
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS NEEDED
We are looking for a few people to serve
once a month as Sunday School
Superintendent. You would turn the
lights off and on upstairs, collect the
attendance cards and serve as a warm
and helpful greeter at the Third Avenue
entrance before and during Sunday School. Please
contact Ann Kiefer (
or
call or text
) if you are willing to serve.

TEMPORARY ADDRESS
Jeff Check had been battling a flare-up of pulmonary
fibrosis since before Thanksgiving. He recently received
a lung transplant, and he and Nancy will be spending the
next 9 months or so in the Durham area while Jeff
rehabilitates and checks in with his doctors there. Please
continue to keep them in your prayers. You may write to
them at:
Jeff & Nancy Check

PAPER NEWSLETTER OPT-OUT
More and more people are
opting to get their news online
and letting the paper version go.
This saves the church money on
paper and postage. If you prefer
the online version of the
newsletter over the paper
version, we can flag your record so that you will no
longer receive the paper version.
If you opt for digital only, this means that, on weeks
when we publish the ACTION, you will need to access it
via our website (www.fpclexnc.com), under the Media
tab and Newsletter link. We will send out an email to our
electronic mailing list on these weeks with a link to the
newsletter. On weeks when the ACTION is not
published, we will continue to send out a digital digest to
those on our electronic mailing list. If you are not on our
electronic mailing list, you may sign up by going to the
Media tab at our website, clicking the Newsletter link,
and entering your email address into the blue box and
clicking “Join Now.” Please note that the digital digest
is not sent on weeks when we publish the ACTION.

SERMON SERIES
This month in worship, Pastor Nancy will focus on our
Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Matthew 25 Church
initiative. Using Matthew 25:31-45 as our primary text in
worship, we will delve into a 3-part series addressing our
call as a denomination to work together to:
1.

Dismantle structural racism (January 16)

2.

Eradicate systemic poverty (January 23)

3.

Build congregational vitality (January 30)

Join us in person or online as we worship God and open
ourselves to the prodding of the Holy Spirit so that we
may follow Jesus even through the challenges of faithful
discipleship.

If you would prefer to not receive a paper copy of the
ACTION, please contact Jeanna at 336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com.

First Presbyterian Action
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FAITH IN ACTION
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS
As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned mixed
vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby.
Collected for December: 133 items
Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to
collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being. We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at
.

Collected for December: 140 jars
Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

NUTS ON A MISSION
If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift, Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. At $5 per
pint jar ($60 for a case of 12), these waterblanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. The item collection cards may be found on the sill
of Jeanna’s service window, lobby side, as well as being
listed below. Thank you for your continued support of
this ministry.

PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS
Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through May 2022:
December - The Teams and Harmans
January - Employees of Mountcastle Insurance
February - The McMurray Small Group
March - Tom & Sandra Smith and their grandchildren
April - The Kiefer Family
May - Boy Scout Troop 205

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

First Presbyterian Action
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Adam Horne (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) Enlistee training for service in the Navy; recovering
from COVID
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean
LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Jeri Bowyer - fractured foot
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the
toes on one foot in a farm accident

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Family of Jeff
Thobe
John Rawlings

Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Betty Bowman
Cary Lewis

Joyce Allison
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Ariel Bratz
Crissy Tribley

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer,
metastasized to brain
Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley;
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer)
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb)
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for
several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Dorothy Bumgarner (mother of Mary Bumgarner)
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jennifer Kinter (niece of Lucy Finley) - recovering from
surgery
Beckey Griffith - tests
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - spot on his lung
Travis Fortune and family - death of his brother

Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Arvil & Peggy Styers
Navahlia Quesenberry

Lynn & Norman Carlton
David & Nancy Waitt
Brianna Ver Halen
Jack Harman & family
Jed Orman
Mark & Beth White
Wendy Craven

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.
Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

First Presbyterian Action
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We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for
the week indicated. Suggested
prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of January 9
Jehovah-Jireh, our Provider, we come to You with full
hearts in thanks for the abundance of blessings You
have bestowed on us. We are grateful for Your grace
and mercy. Help us to extend that same grace and
mercy to others. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
Prayer for the Week of January 16
Merciful God, we acknowledge that we are part of the
larger Body of Christ, Your universal Church, and we
lift up our Christian brothers and sisters around the
world to You in prayer. Help all Christian churches and
faith communities continue to show one another
extraordinary kindness. Where Your Church, Your
people, are being persecuted, bring understanding and
acceptance. For church leaders everywhere, help them
work together and promote unity among all Christians.
Help us to live in peace and harmony with all, shining
Your light into the dark places of our world, and
empower us to be examples of Your love and grace. In
Christ, we pray. Amen.
Prayer for the Week of January 23
God of all wisdom, we continue to lift the members of
our PNC up to You. Please bless the work of their
hands and let Your Holy Spirit guide them at every step
as they continue their work of searching for our next
pastor. Thank You, Father, for also guiding our next
pastor to us and for preparing him or her, and us as
well, for our shared journey ahead. We pray this with
thankful hearts in Jesus’ mighty name. Amen.

First Presbyterian Action

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online. Currently, her day off is Wednesday.
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home. While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.
Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies. She is here to walk
alongside us.

LIVESTREAM INFO
Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).
The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our webs i te weekl y
(www.fpclexnc.com), along with a link to
the live stream.
Those who subscribe to our YouTube
channel will be notified any time we add
a new video.
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Feeling Bored?
A young boy complained to his father that most of the church hymns
were boring to him. They were too far behind the times, with tiresome tunes
and meaningless words. The father put an end to the complaining by saying, "If
you think you can write better hymns, then why don't you?"
The boy went to his room and wrote his first hymn. The year was 1690
and the teenager was Isaac Watts. "Joy to the World" and "When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross" are among the nearly 350 hymns he wrote.
He also wrote "How Long, O Lord, Shall I Complain."
Evidently, just long enough to write his first hymn.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ACTION (USPS 572-360)
Published semimonthly by First Presbyterian Church
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to:
First Presbyterian Action
PO BOX 586
Lexington, NC 27293-0586

PERIODICALS
POSTAGE
PAID AT
LEXINGTON, NC
27292

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Jan. 16, 23, & 30
9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall
10 AM - Sunday School
11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary

RUC BOOK STUDY
Begins January 18, 6:00-7:00 PM via Zoom
Walt Rouse, Ken Davis, & David Durrell will lead discussions.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, February 6 following combined 11
AM service
We will receive annual Ministry Team reports

