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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Jan. 30; Feb. 13, 20, & 27
9 AM - Crossroads Worship

in the fellowship hall

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary

Feb. 6
11 AM - One service in the

sanctuary

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Session approved the MIF (Ministry
Information Form) at their stated meeting on
Sunday, January 16. This is a huge step in the
process of calling a new pastor. The next step
is to send the MIF to the Transitions in
Ministry Task Force of Salem Presbytery for
their approval on January 27.
 
Once the form has been approved, the next
step will be to have the Presbytery office help
us to put the MIF online for prospective
candidates to review.
 
We will continue to keep you posted on our
progress.
 
Your PNC,
 
Ann McMurray Adrianne Staten
Ryan Harman Cathy Fulp
Brian Turlington Jackson Greer

Want to know where the PNC is in the
Call Process? Check out their bulletin
board in the Third Avenue hallway,
which shows the steps they’ve
completed, where they currently are, and
what steps are still to be taken.

You can also keep up with the latest on
the PNC by visiting their section on our
website: www.fpclexnc.com/pastoral-
search.

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be
held February 6 for the purpose of receiving
annual Ministry Team reports. As it will be a
First Sunday, we will have a single,
combined worship service in the sanctuary,
with Communion, at 11 AM. 

The Young Disciples (YD's) will provide
their annual baked potato lunch following the
Annual Meeting, the proceeds of which go to
Acts Alive for their summer work camp.

Come support our youth ministry as we
fellowship together and celebrate the
ways our congregation has lived out its
mission this past year!
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FROM THE PASTORFirst
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
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Carolina. 
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Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
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Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
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Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

Dear Friends,

Congratulations! Your Session approved
the Pastor Nominating Committee’s
Ministry Information Form (MIF). Later
this week it will go to Salem Presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry to be approved. 
Once that happens, the MIF will be
uploaded to our denomination’s “Church
Leadership Connection” (CLC). The
CLC is a matching service between
pastors and churches. This means that
pastors searching for a new call will be
able to find our MIF and decide if they
wish to apply. It can still take months for
the right match, but the PNC is moving
along in the process. We give thanks to
God for this team and their attentiveness
to one another and the Holy Spirit.

Last Sunday, I began a series on the
Matthew 25 Church. Our Presbyterian
Church (USA) denomination encourages
congregations to commit to being a
Matthew 25 Church, meaning that the
congregation is committed to at least one
of these three denominational priorities:

1. Dismantling Structural Racism by
fearlessly applying our faith to
advocate and break down the systems,
practices, and thinking that underlie
discrimination, bias, prejudice and
oppression of people of color.

2. Eradicating Systemic Poverty by
acting on our beliefs and working to
change laws, policies, plans and
structures in our society that
perpetuate economic exploitation of
people who are poor.

3. Building Congregational Vitality by
challenging congregations and their
members to deepen and energize their
faith and grow as joyful leaders and
disciples, actively engaged with their
community as they share the gospel

of Jesus Christ in word and deed.

On January 23rd, I preached about the
first priority. Did you realize FPC
Lexington is already addressing this? 
Your Race Unification Committee has
been wading in these waters for over a
year now. The new book study on
America’s Original Sin by Jim Wallis
had its first meeting last week. It’s not
too late to join.  Let me know if you need
a copy of the book. The city of Lexington
recently hired a Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) agent, Dr. Patricia
Smyre, which tells us this is a priority for
your community, as well. 

On January 30th, I will address the
second of the three, and then touch upon
the third one on February 6th, our First
Sunday blended service, followed by the
Annual Meeting and Baked Potato
Lunch.  If you would like to learn more
about the Matthew 25 Church initiative,
I encourage you to go to our
denomination’s website, www.pcusa.org,
and put “Matthew 25 Church” in the
search.  There is great information and
you’ll find examples of what other
churches are doing, as well. 

{{If you Google Matthew 25 on your
web browser, be sure that it is PCUSA or
Presbyterian Mission Agency related. 
There are many choices that will come
up, and many of them are not tied to our
denomination!}} 

We have so much to learn as we work
and grow in God’s kingdom! 

Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor
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IN MEMORIAM

PW CIRCLES MEET FEBRUARY 7

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED

The congregation extends its sympathy to Celia & Ben
Stalvey and their family, due to the death of Celia’s
father, Arvil Styers, on January 16. 

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Anna &
Ryan Gobble and Celia Stalvey and their families due to
the death of Anna’s mother & Celia’s aunt, Julia Haire
Stoner, on January 18.  A funeral service will be held at
11 AM on Saturday, January 29, at New Hope
Presbyterian Church on Cotton Grove Road. The family
will greet friends outside following the service.

Please keep these families in your prayers during this
difficult time.

Circles will meet Monday, February 7, at the church. The
Morning Circle meets at 10:30 AM, and the Evening
Circle meets at 7:00 PM. The Bible study leader will be
Carol Fortune with lesson 5. 

Please also remember your donations to Family Services
(kitchen trash bags, laundry detergent, cleaning supplies,
freezer bags, Saran Wrap, aluminum foil, new packaged
underwear [sizes 8, 9, 10, 12], paper towels, and hand
sanitizers).

On Sunday, January 23rd, we welcomed new members
Sloane Liddicoat and Zachary Huntley.  They recently
moved to Lexington and plan to be married in August. 
Sloane works for a recruiter company and Zachary is a
firefighter for the Salisbury Fire Department.  Their
contact information is:

                               
                                                          

                             
                                              

                              (Sloane)
                              (Zac)

Birthdays:                             
 

Take time to introduce yourself and welcome them to our
church family!
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THANK YOU!

OFFICER NOMINATION FORMS

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS NEEDED

2 CENTS A MEAL UPDATE

RECYCLING BINS FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES

Many thanks to Brady Coltrane for clearing a path
through the snow and ice to the office entrance after
the winter storm the weekend of January 16.

Brady is pictured at right with our custodians,
Tommy and Rosemary Blevins.

Officer Nomination Forms are located in the lobby and
narthex.  You may use these forms to nominate someone
for Elder or for the Nominating Committee. Please be
sure that the person you nominate would be willing to
serve in the capacity that you nominate them for.  Forms
are due to the office by February 6, 2022.

The 2 Cents a Meal Offering is used
to help fight hunger in our local
community. Last year, you gave
$1804.68 to this important offering.
Thank you for helping in the fight
against hunger in our community.

We are looking for a few people to serve once a month
as Sunday School Superintendent. You would turn the
lights off and on upstairs, collect the attendance cards
and serve as a warm and helpful greeter at the Third
Avenue entrance before and during Sunday School.
Please contact Ann Kiefer (                             or call or
text                             ) if you are willing to serve.

We recently purchased blue recycling bins for
the lobby, narthex, and fellowship hall. When
leaving the worship service on Sunday
morning, if you do not wish to keep your paper

bulletin, please deposit it in one of these blue bins. Clean
cans and bottles may also be placed in the blue recycling
bins in the fellowship hall. Thank you for helping us be
better stewards.
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ADDRESS CHANGES

Jeff Check had been battling a flare-up of pulmonary
fibrosis since before Thanksgiving. He recently received
a lung transplant, and he and Nancy will be spending the
next 9 months or so in the Durham area while Jeff
rehabilitates and checks in with his doctors there. Please
continue to keep them in your prayers. You may write to
them at:

JEFF & NANCY CHECK
                                                          

                             
                                             

The Trout family has recently moved. Please take the time
to write their new address in your directory or address
book, or program it into your digital device:

ROLAND & MEREDITH TROUT
Rory, David, and James

                             
                                            

1 - Marie Muskovin, Abby Hinson
4 - Laura Fulp
7 - Charles Bowyer
9 - Quinn White, Eli Allen, Jan Morton
11 - Ken Davis
12 - Guy Kerley
13 - Macie Anderson, Lynnae Benton, Andrew Dinges
14 - Ben Kiefer, Anne Hood

16 - Susan Whitesides
18 - John Horne
19 - Kaitlyn McNeill
20 - Pam Eller
22 - Tom Lackey, Bill McMurray, David Cowan
23 - Johnny Beck
24 - Natalie King Gerstenbacher
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed   vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned mixed

vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby. 

Collected for December: 133 items

Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to

collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!

Collected for December: 140 jars

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being.  We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at                     
       .

PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS

Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through May 2022:

January - Employees of Mountcastle Insurance
February - The McMurray Small Group
March - Tom & Sandra Smith and their grandchildren
April - The Kiefer Family
May - Boy Scout Troop 205

Volunteers are needed for the summer months (June-
August). If you would like to provide and serve a meal to
the residents of the Shelter during one of these months,
please contact the church office.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) - 

Enlistee training for service in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean 

LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Jeri Bowyer - fractured foot
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the 

toes on one foot in a farm accident
Peggy Styers (mother of Celia Stalvey) - death of her 

husband, Arvil Styers, and her sister, Julia Stoner
Celia Stalvey - death of her father, Arvil Styers, and aunt, 

Julia Stoner

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for 

several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Dorothy Bumgarner (mother of Mary Bumgarner)
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Beckey Griffith - tests
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - spot on his lung
Travis Fortune and family - death of his brother
Anna & Ryan Gobble - death of Anna’s mother, Julia Stoner

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
John Rawlings
Cary Lewis

Kitty Anderson
Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Emelie North

Joyce Allison
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Ariel Bratz

Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Navahlia Quesenberry
Wendy Craven

Lynn & Norman Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Jack Harman & family
Mark & Beth White
Family of Jeff Thobe
Crissy Tribley
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PASTORAL CARE

LIVESTREAM INFO

Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online.  Currently, her day off is Wednesday. 
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home.  While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.  

Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies.  She is here to walk
alongside us.

Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings 
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).  

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the live stream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for
the week indicated. Suggested
prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of January 30
God our Shepherd, Who leads us, guides us and
protects us, we thank You for our youth advisors and
Cub and Boy Scout leaders. We lift them up to You
this week, asking You to lead, guide, and protect them
as they guide, counsel, and teach the children and youth
entrusted to their care. Help them to be strong
examples of Your love and grace, and grant them
wisdom. We give You thanks, praise, and glory, in
Jesus' name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of February 6
Jehovah-Shalom, our God of peace, we pray for those
who are victims of physical abuse and sexual violence.
Restore their voices and their ability to speak out
against the harm they’ve suffered. Give them the
courage to pursue justice, and let justice be found. Pour
out your healing power on their hearts, minds, and
bodies so that they are healed, not just physically, but
also mentally and emotionally. Help us, Lord, to
receive them compassionately and stand with them and
let them know that they are not alone. In Christ, we
pray. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of February 13
Balm of Gilead, You have given us a beautiful world to
live in, but humanity’s sin has sullied much of what
You gave us. We do not live as we ought; we do not
love as we ought. Our world is full of brokenness,
strife, violence and hurt. Forgive us, Lord, and
empower us to live and love as You desire us to live
and love. Bind up our wounds, both seen and unseen,
and heal our brokenness that we may help heal others.
We give You thanks and praise in Jesus’ powerful
name. Amen.
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SESSION DIGEST FOR JANUARY
Bill McMurray, Clerk

The Session held its regular stated meeting on January 16, 2022 at 7:00 pm.  This meeting was held entirely on Zoom. 
All the members were either present or excused.  Also present were Ann McMurray and Adrianne Staten, co-chairs of
the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  The following items were discussed and appropriate action taken:

C The PNC co-chairs presented the completed Ministry Information Form (MIF) to the Session for approval. The
members of the PNC were named by Ann, who recognized their dedication and hard work. The Session thanked
the PNC for their work, and a motion for approval was made by Jo Leonard and seconded by Emelie North. The
motion was approved unanimously. The MIF now goes to Salem Presbytery's COM for approval at their January
meeting. After approval, our MIF will be put online for interested ministers to review and applications will begin
to come to our PNC.

C Session members were reminded that their Ministry Team annual reports were due and the Congregational
Meeting is February 6, 2022 after the 11:00 service.

C Bill McMurray was elected as the next Elder Commissioner for the Presbytery meeting on February 15, 2022, to
be held via Zoom.

C Zachary Huntley and Sloane Liddicoat will be joining our church by Reaffirmation of Faith on January 23rd or
January 30th.  

C The YD's will provide a baked potato lunch in the fellowship hall on February 6th after the Congregational
Meeting.

C Stewardship reported that the pledge campaign was successful, with all expected pledges received.
C The church boiler is not working and a new pump is on order.  We will also have the old pump repaired to have

on hand as a backup if needed. Preschool may not meet if it is too cold, unless parts come in time to fix the boiler.
C The new communion elements are in and hopefully are easier to open.
C Still need volunteers for Sunday School Superintendent.  Please contact Ann Kiefer if interested.
C The YD's are in need of another couple or adult to help Adrianne Staten lead the group.  
C Another adult Sunday school class has started, led by Katherine Team and Joy and Ryan Harman. This will total

three adult classes: the MOJOs, the Joy Class, and the John Knox (parlor) Class.
C All Sunday school classes, adult and children, are using "The Story" Bible curriculum.
C The church still has slots to fill for volunteers to serve lunch at Grace Episcopal Church on Sundays in March. 

If interested, call David Durrell or the church office.
C The church ended the year with a budget surplus of $28,607 that

will be carried over to help fund the 2022 budget.  Thanks to the
generous congregation at First Presbyterian, the church remains in
good financial condition.

C The final 2022 church budget was received and approved by the
Session. The total budget for 2022 is $494,955.54.  

C Pastor Nancy informed the Session about the "Matthew 25"
initiative that the Presbyterian Church (USA) has adopted.  She
will have three sermons describing the three areas of the initiative:
eradicating systemic poverty, building congregational vitality, and
dismantling structural racism.  
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* Drawing inspired by a week in Montreat.
As you color the picture, think about the ways
that God has blessed you recently.

How the Boy Scouts Came
to America

In 1909, Chicago publisher William
Dickson Boyce was visiting London. Late
one afternoon the city was enshrouded in
heavy fog. Boyce lost his bearings in the
murk and was approached by a boy of
about 12 carrying a lantern. The boy
offered to guide Boyce to the address he
was seeking. When Boyce produced a
shilling, the boy replied, "No, sir, I am a
scout. Scouts do not accept tips for good
turns."

That comment piqued Boyce's curiosity.
He wanted to learn more about scouting in
Britain, so the boy took him to the British
Scout headquarters. He was so enthralled
with what he heard there, that he decided
to get scouting started in America.

Churches with a Scout troop, whether for
boys or girls, are blessed by the troop's
presence. They perform valuable service
projects, learn and practice good values,
health and survival techniques, discipline,
and helpfulness toward others. Let us offer
scouts our gratitude when we see them
helping the handicapped, assisting the
elderly, directing the flow of church
traffic, repairing or painting church
property, and assisting us in many and
various ways. We all benefit by their
presence.

Bible Facts
Did you know that:
C There are 66 books in the Bible?
C Micah and Nahum are the middle books of the Bible?
C 3 John is the book with the fewest words?
C Psalms has the most chapters?
C There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible?
C Psalm 117 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible?
C Psalm 117 is also the shortest chapter in the Bible?
C Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible?
C There are 31,101 verses in the Bible?
C Psalm 118:8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible? "It is

better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man" (NIV).
C John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible? It has two words: "Jesus wept."
C Esther 8:9 is the longest verse in the Bible? It has 78 words.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, February 6 following blended

11 AM service
We will receive annual Ministry Team reports

BAKED POTATO LUNCHEON
Sunday, February 6 after the Annual

Meeting
Sponsored by the YD's. Payment by donation. 

Proceeds benefit Acts Alive for summer work camp.


