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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Feb. 20, & 27
9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall
10 AM - Sunday School
11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary
Mar. 2
Ash Wednesday service in
the sanctuary
Mar. 6
11 AM - One service in the
sanctuary
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YD’S BAKED POTATO & SALAD LUNCH
RESCHEDULED
The YD’s will host their annual Baked Potato
and Salad Luncheon on Sunday, March 6.
Donations will be accepted, and proceeds
will go to Acts Alive for their summer work
camp.
March 6 is a First Sunday, so we will have
Sunday School at 10 AM and a single,
blended worship service in the sanctuary at
11 AM, along with the livestream on our
YouTube channel.
If you plan to attend the luncheon, please let
us know by either filling out a card on
Sunday morning and dropping it in the
offering plate, or by calling (336-248-2140)
or emailing (office@fpclexnc.com) Jeanna
by February 27.

SCOUT SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 20
On Sunday, February 20, Scouts from Troop
205 will join us during the 11:00 AM service.
You will see them there as ushers and
greeters, and they will also participate during
the service as Lay Leaders.
Our Boy Scouts are a rich part of our
church’s history, and we want to honor them
on this Sunday. When you see them, please
welcome them and let them know you are
proud of them for choosing to become
Scouts.
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ASH WEDNESDAY OBSERVANCES
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, on
March 2nd. We will be partnering
with First United Methodist Church
for services on this holy day. There
will be two offerings:
C Noon Prayer service at First
United Methodist Church
C 7:00 p.m. service at First
Presbyterian Church
There will be the Imposition of Ashes
at noon and at 7, and the pastors from
both churches will participate in each
service. The choir will participate in
the evening service.

Church Staff
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
PastorNancy@fpclexnc.com

Begin your Lenten journey with
worship on Ash Wednesday.

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation
Mrs. Ann Kiefer
Financial Secretary
Ms. Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com
Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com
Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi
Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com
Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.
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A Lenten History Lesson
Though the date of Easter varies, the
majority of the Lenten season occurs
during March. In fact, the word Lent
comes from the Anglo-Saxon words
lenctentid (meaning "March") and lencten
(meaning "spring").
The first reference to Lent dates back to
325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed
at the council of Nicaea. By the eighth
century, Christians started observing
Lent, and a 10th-century monk named
Aelfric connected the use of ashes and
"the Lenten fast" to the pre-Easter period.
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus' time
in the wilderness, when he was tempted
by the devil. The six Sundays that occur
between Ash Wednesday and Easter
Sunday aren't counted as part of Lent;
instead, as the traditional day of worship,
they're considered "mini-Easters."
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IN MEMORIAM
The congregation extends its sympathy to Mary
Bumgarner and her family due to the death of her
mother, Dorothy Cathryn Prestwood Bumgarner, on
February 1, 2022.
The congregation also extends its sympathy to Jo
Leonard and her family due to the death of her sister,
Kathleen “Kitty” Hundley Philpott Anderson, on
February 10, 2022.
Please keep these families in your prayers during this
difficult time.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Arvil Styers from Bonnie & Jim Beall Graham
(Memorial Fund) and Margie Clark (Garden Fund).

GRIEFSHARE
Grief Share is "help and encouragement after the death
of a spouse, child, family member or friend."
First Presbyterian Church is hosting this program
beginning Sunday afternoon, March 6, 2022 at 2:30 PM
- 4:30 PM. The study will include 13 Sessions.
A video will be shown each week addressing topics such
as "Guilt and Anger," "Heaven," and "What Do I Do
Now?" After the video, participants will be given the
opportunity to share their experiences if they wish.
A workbook is available for $15.00, but the workbook is
not required. There is no additional cost for the program.
Please register by calling the First Presbyterian office at
336-248-2140. Let us walk with you on the pathway
through grief into hope.
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FEEDING HIS SHEEP
The month of March provides us an opportunity to
spread God's love by volunteering to help 'Feed His
sheep.'
During the month of March, our congregation helps
Grace Episcopal serve a hot lunch every Sunday to those
in need. Lately, anywhere from 80-100 hungry souls are
fed each Sunday. Our volunteers work with the Grace
team to setup, serve, and share the blessings of service in
His name. Safety protocols are observed with regard to
masks, gloves, and temperature checks. The meal is
served to the client at the door of the fellowship
hall/undercroft, and picnic tables are provided outside,
just a few steps from where the meal is presented.
If you are interested in serving or would like to learn
more about this ministry, please contact David Durrell at
or
.
Service in His name is the greatest blessing.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN THE CHURCH
We have a number of jobs for which we need helpers. If
you would be willing to serve as Lay Leader or Sunday
School Superintendent, or if you can help with monthly
Communion prep and/or clean up, weekly sanctuary
candle care, or fellowship meals, please let us know!
You may sign up on the clipboard outside Jeanna's
service window, or you can contact Jeanna
(336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com). If contacting
Jeanna, please let her know which role(s) you can fill and
be sure she has your cell phone number.

Lent is coming! Have you considered what disciplines you will
implement in your personal observance of the season?
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2.
First Presbyterian Action
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ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER CHANGES
The Trout family has recently moved. Please take the
time to write their new address in your directory or
address book, or program it into your digital device:

Bob & Mary Cook Koontz have moved. They would love
both visitors and mail. Their new address is:
BOB & MARY COOK KOONTZ

ROLAND & MEREDITH TROUT
Rory, David, and James

The Hendersons have moved into their new home in
Myrtle Beach. Their new address:

Two of our folks have recently changed to their cell
phone as their main contact number. Please update
these numbers in your address books or directories.

CHUCK & TERRI HENDERSON
PAT ULMER

LUCY FINLEY

The Crossroads Praise Band presents the music during
our First Sunday blended service on February 6.

The MOJOs Class enjoyed a fellowship brunch on
February 13.
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BICENTENNIAL WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS
The Bicentennial Planning Committee (BPC) has been
on the phone recruiting writers for our proposed church
history book. Nearly forty people have either volunteered
or been asked to research and write a part of our story.
To get these writers started with their research and
composition, four workshops are planned in February: on
Tuesday the 22nd at 10:00, Wednesday the 23rd at 1:30,
Thursday the 24th at 7:00, and Sunday afternoon the 27th
at 2:00. Committee members Beverly Black, Margaret
King and Emmy Floyd will help these writers know
where to find material and how to write their chapters.
Each writer is asked to attend the session of their choice.
In addition to writing our church history, there are other
events and special projects in the planning. Soon we
hope to have pen and ink prints of our church available
for purchase, and a Heritage Day is being developed.
Other ideas are being evaluated and formulated. We are
open to suggestions for ways to celebrate our heritage.
Please share your ideas with a committee member.
We are still looking for writers and welcome volunteers
to attend any session of the workshops. If you are
interested in being a part of this endeavor to record our
church history, please come join us. To sign up for a
workshop, please contact Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) and let her know which session
you would like to attend.

CONGRATULATIONS, WYATT!
Congratulations to Wyatt Briggs, who was runner up in
Davidson Charter Academy’s First Annual School
Spelling Bee. Wyatt, a fifth grader, competed against
children in grades 3-7 from approximately 15
classrooms. Wyatt placed second behind the winner, a
seventh grader. Way to go, Wyatt!
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT OPEN TO CHURCH FAMILY
Our Preschool has opened registration for the FPC family
and for their returning students. If you have a child or
grandchild age 2 years through Pre-K (4 to 5 years old)
and are interested in our Preschool program for the
school year beginning in September, please contact Jane
Blackerby, Preschool Director (336-248-2140, ext. 4 or
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com).

Our children at worship on February 6.

More from the MOJOs’ fellowship brunch on February
13.
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FAITH IN ACTION
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS
As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned mixed
vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby.
Collected for January: 125 items
Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to
collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!
Collected for January: 134 jars

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being. We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at
.

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

NUTS ON A MISSION
If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift, Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. At $5 per
pint jar ($60 for a case of 12), these waterblanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. Items needed are listed below. Thank you for
your continued support of this ministry.
Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.
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PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS
Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through May 2022:
February - The McMurray Small Group
March - Tom & Sandra Smith and their grandchildren
April - The Kiefer Family
May - Boy Scout Troop 205
Volunteers are needed for the summer months (JuneAugust). If you would like to provide and serve a meal to
the residents of the Shelter during one of these months,
please contact the church office.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Adam Horne (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean
LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the
toes on one foot in a farm accident
Peggy Styers (mother of Celia Stalvey) - death of her
husband, Arvil Styers, and her sister, Julia Stoner
Celia Stalvey - death of her father, Arvil Styers, and aunt,
Julia Stoner

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
John Rawlings
Cary Lewis

Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Emelie North
Charles Bowyer

Joyce Allison
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Ariel Bratz

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer,
metastasized to brain
Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley;
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer)
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb)
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for
several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Beckey Griffith - tests
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - spot on his lung
Travis Fortune and family - death of his brother
Anna & Ryan Gobble - death of Anna’s mother, Julia Stoner
Mary Bumgarner - death of her mother, Dorothy Bumgarner
Jo Leonard - death of her sister, Kitty Anderson
Ed Snider - back surgery
Stan Grady - knee surgery

Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Navahlia Quesenberry
Wendy Craven

Lynn & Norman Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Mark & Beth White
Family of Jeff Thobe
Crissy Tribley

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.
Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.
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We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for
the week indicated. Suggested
prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and place it in a
prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of February 13
Balm of Gilead, You have given us a beautiful world to
live in, but humanity’s sin has sullied much of what
You gave us. We do not live as we ought; we do not
love as we ought. Our world is full of brokenness,
strife, violence and hurt. Forgive us, Lord, and
empower us to live and love as You desire us to live
and love. Bind up our wounds, both seen and unseen,
and heal our brokenness that we may help heal others.
We give You thanks and praise in Jesus’ powerful
name. Amen.
Prayer for the Week of February 20
God of All Wisdom, we lift up to You our nation’s
leaders, from the national level all the way down to the
city level and all points in-between, both leaders who
are seen and known, and leaders who may not be seen
and known. We ask that You would grant them
wisdom and discernment and that you would surround
them with wise counsel. Fill their ears and hearts with
Your guidance and direction so that they may govern
fairly, justly, and honestly, in accordance with Your
will. With thanks, we pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online. Currently, her day off is Wednesday.
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home. While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.
Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies. She is here to walk
alongside us.

LIVESTREAM INFO
Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).
The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the live stream.
Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Prayer for the Week of February 27
Gracious God, we live in a world that is increasingly
violent and divided. You have called us, Your people,
to be different from the world, but we are pulled by
many things and many influences. Help us to keep our
eyes and hearts focused on You, and help us to be the
salt & light that You have called us to be. In Jesus'
precious name, we pray. Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SCOUT SUNDAY
Sunday, February 20 during the
11 AM service

BAKED POTATO & SALAD LUNCHEON
Sunday, March 6 following 11 AM blended
service
Sponsored by the YD's. Payment by donation.
Proceeds benefit Acts Alive for summer work camp.

