First
Presbyterian

Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

March 2, 2022

Vol. 195 No. 4

FIRST SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR MARCH 6
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Mar. 2
Ash Wednesday service in
the sanctuary
Mar. 6
11 AM - One service in the
sanctuary
Mar. 13, 20, & 27
9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall

This Sunday is the first Sunday in March.
That means we will have Sunday School at
10 AM and a single, blended worship service
in the sanctuary at 11 AM, with livestream
via our YouTube channel. Since it is a First
Sunday, we will invite the children to present
their Noisy Offering to the Lord, and we will
celebrate the Sacrament of Communion
together.

10 AM - Sunday School
11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary
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Following the worship service, the YD’s will
host their annual Baked Potato and Salad
Luncheon in the fellowship hall. Donations
will be accepted, and proceeds will go to
Acts Alive for their summer work camp.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE
On Sunday, February 27, the K –8 kids
visited the John Knox class for 10 minutes of
Sunday School. Each youngster was
partnered with a seasoned member to discuss
what they have learned the past eight weeks
of “The Story.”

Mark your calendar…Sunday, March 13
several K-8 kids will be sharing their
musical talent at the 9:00 AM service.
These kids have been practicing after
Sunday School to learn the music of a
beloved praise and worship song!

Conversations bloomed and connections
were made between the generations. To see
some touching photographs of this event,
check out the hallway bulletin board.
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
On Wednesday, March 2nd, we step into
the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday
services with our neighbors at First
United Methodist Church. Lent is a time
of penitence and reflection. We face our
mortality, but with the promise of God’s
victory over death. We remember Jesus’
sacrifice for us and God’s wondrous love.
The season of Lent lasts 40 days. The
Sundays are not included in the count,
because each Sunday is to be a
mini-celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection.

We will gather again with our FUMC
neighbors for Maundy Thursday at 7:00
at their church and have opportunity for
walking a labyrinth on Good Friday.
I hope you will join me in a Lenten
discipline of Prayer as we seek to follow
Jesus all the way to the cross.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

This year, our theme is Praying through
Lent. Each Sunday we will consider our
posture for prayer and various ways of
praying to God. On Transfiguration
Sunday, February 27, 2022, I mentioned
four parts of prayer. 1) We speak. 2) God
listens. 3) God speaks. 4) We listen.
Throughout the season, we will read
psalms and other scriptures that will help
us experience these four parts in different
ways, from more traditional prayers to
silent prayer, praying in color, prayer
walking, and of course, the Lord’s
Prayer.

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com
Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.
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PREPLANNING FUNERAL/MEMORIAL SERVICE
On Ash Wednesday, we heard the words, Remember that
you are dust and to dust you will return. These words,
along with the sign of the cross on our forehead with
ashes, remind us that death will come to each of us.
Death is not the last word, though. Our faith
proclaimsthat in life and in death we belong to God.
Because Jesus lives, we shall also live. This hope helps
us to face our present mortality with faith. A funeral
and/or memorial service gives us the opportunity to
witness to this hope. Have you considered pre-planning
your service? One of the gifts the late Harriet
Zimmerman and Kitty Anderson gave to their families
was a plan for their memorial services. They made sure
their children knew favorite hymns, scripture ideas, and
other details so that the service would reflect who they
were as God’s beloved, and who God is as Creator and
Redeemer.

Pre-planning is not only a gift to your loved ones, but it is
a gift to yourself and a witness to your faith in Jesus
Christ. It also will help your new pastor to learn about
you as she or he prepares your service with your family.
Reach out to Pastor Nancy for more information. She
would be glad to meet with you to discuss your ideas.

Perhaps you would like to think about your own service
this season of Lent. Funeral/Memorial Service Planning
Guides are available in the church office. I encourage
you to pick one up or request Jeanna to email it to you.
Take some time to think about what you’d like your
loved ones to know when that time comes for your
transition from life to death to life everlasting.

GRIEFSHARE
Grief Share is "help and encouragement after the death
of a spouse, child, family member or friend."
First Presbyterian Church is hosting this program
beginning Sunday afternoon, March 6, 2022 at 2:30 PM
- 4:30 PM. The study will include 13 Sessions.
A video will be shown each week addressing topics such
as "Guilt and Anger," "Heaven," and "What Do I Do
Now?" After the video, participants will be given the
opportunity to share their experiences if they wish.
A workbook is available for $15.00, but the workbook is
not required. There is no additional cost for the program.
Please register by calling the First Presbyterian office at
336-248-2140. Let us walk with you on the pathway
through grief into hope.
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A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH
In January, Pastor Nancy introduced the Session and
congregation to the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s
Matthew 25 Church initiative. Following a 3-part
sermon series, our Session has begun discussing whether
signing up as a Matthew 25 church is right for First
Presbyterian Church at this time.
The Matthew 25 initiative, launched by the 2016 and
2018 denominational General Assemblies, is a way for
the Presbyterian Church (USA) to become a more
relevant presence in the world. It is based on the Parable
of the Sheep and the Goats in Matthew 25:31-46.
When the sheep asked the king,
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you something to eat?
Or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?
The King replied, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.’”

g Third is simply sharing stories with others, including
presbytery and the denomination, as a church lives
into its commitment.
Did you know that FPC is already active in these focus
areas? For instance, the unified study of the Bible by
Sunday school classes for children and adults is a great
sign of congregational vitality as we delve into God’s
word. The book studies offered by the Race Unification
Committee are helping members to become aware of how
our history with race impacts people of color today in
ways most white people couldn’t imagine. Our
contributions to various helping agencies in our town
make a difference in the lives of many. These stories are
inspiring and deserve to be told!
The Matthew 25 initiative is biblical, steeped in our
calling as followers of Jesus. It has the power to connect
churches to their community and denomination in
meaningful ways and offers the opportunity for
Presbyterians to be strengthened in our faith-walk as
people of God. For more information, you can go to the
denomination’s website at
www.pcusa.org/ministries/matthew-25.

Salem Presbytery, of which our church is a member,
voted to become a Matthew 25 Presbytery in 2020. At
least 15 churches in the Presbytery, from North
Wilkesboro to Burlington, including First Presbyterian
Church of Thomasville, have become Matthew 25
churches. Throughout the PC(USA), 943 churches have
signed on as Matthew 25 churches.
Becoming a Matthew 25 church requires three things:
g First is stating a commitment to become a Matthew
25 church. This would initially take place by a
Session vote. Then we would go to the PC(USA)
Matthew 25 website to add our church to the list of
participating congregations.
g Second is pledging to work on at least one of three
areas:
1.
Building congregational vitality
2.
Dismantling structural racism
3.
Eradicating systemic poverty
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WOMEN OF THE WORD FELLOWSHIP DINNER
All women are invited to join Women of the Word for an
evening of dinner, fellowship, and a guest speaker in the
First Presbyterian fellowship hall on Monday, April 4, at
6:00 PM. Our guest speaker will be Kim Nims, a former
member of First Presbyterian; area advisor and teaching
leader for Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) for 10 years in
the Charlotte area. Kim’s presentation is “A Makeover of
the Heart,” based on Revelation 4.
Dinner will be catered by Cuisine Kathleen and will cost
$20 per person. Seating is limited due to COVID, and
payment for dinner is required at the time you place your
reservation in order for your reservation to be valid. You
may pay by check made payable to Katherine Team or
via Venmo to Ann-McMurray or Katherine-Team.
Reservations are due by March 9 at the church office.
Please contact Katherine Team (
) or Ann
McMurray (
) with questions.

PW CIRCLES MEET MARCH 7
Presbyterian Women Circles meet Monday, March 7 at
the church. The Morning Circle meets at 10:30 AM, and
the Evening Circle meets at 7:00 PM. We will discuss
Bible study lesson 6.
This month, we are collecting items for Dragonfly
House: small and extra small youth (not children’s) tshirts, small bottles of water, fidget poppers, and printer
paper.

BOILER STATUS UPDATE
We continue to have issues finding replacement parts for
our 35 year old boiler. Davidson Heating & Air, Inc. is
working very hard to locate the parts we need, and we
hope to resolve our heating issues soon.
Unfortunately, the boiler is showing its age and will need
to be replaced this summer. Davidson Heating & Air will
design a new boiler system, which will have a 90%
operating efficiency and will help to reduce our operating
expenses.
First Presbyterian Action
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT OPEN
Our Preschool has opened registration to the public. If you
know of a child age 2 years through Pre-K (4 to 5 years
old) whose parent may be interested in our Preschool
program for the school year beginning in September,
please ask them to contact Jane Blackerby, Preschool
Director (336-248-2140, ext. 4 or
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com).

NOTES OF THANKS
We would like to send a BIG thank you to Jim Hill, who
recently “retired” from delivering our peanut butter
offering to the Crisis Ministry’s Food Pantry. Jim
faithfully served in this capacity for several years, and we
are grateful to him for his dedicated service.

To Our Dear Church Family,

Dear Friends of First Presbyterian Church,

Words cannot express how grateful and blessed we are
for your prayers, texts, calls, cards, messages, food, and
gifts during these last 4 months. Jeff’s hospitalization in
November was sudden and unexpected and so was his
journey to lung transplant here at Duke. The transplant
team at Duke described his experience as, “being shot
out of a cannon.” As we approached time for the
transplant, we were excited for answered prayers, but
with understanding and empathy, we prayed for another
family that was feeling a tremendous loss.

Words can never express how much we appreciate all the
love and support you have shown us during the illness and
passing of our Dad, Arvil Styers. We were so
overwhelmed with the outpouring of Christian love
demonstrated through the many texts, phone calls, emails,
and prayers during this most difficult time.

Knowing our church family was praying for us brought
us much comfort daily, and many times, hourly. As we
write this (February 24), the next part of Jeff’s journey
has begun. He has completed a full week of posttransplant rehab and has had several clinic visits, with
many more sessions to go.
Please continue to keep us in your prayers as this journey
continues. We look forward to being back in Lexington
soon and seeing all your wonderful faces!

We also greatly appreciate the donations to Hospice made
in Dad’s memory. The staff of Hospice took such
compassionate care of Dad during his last six weeks with
us and continue to support us through this journey of
grief. We are also grateful for the donations made to FPC.
This was the last church Dad attended when able, and he
was so impressed with the kind welcome he received
here.
We feel so blessed to be a part of such a loving
community of believers. You truly represent what being
Christians is all about!
With love,
The Family of Arvil Styers

In Christ and with love,
Jeff & Nancy Check
First Presbyterian Action
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NAMI OF DAVIDSON COUNTY
Family support groups will soon be available here in
Davidson County for families of those living with mental
illness.
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Family
Support Groups are offered free of charge for family
members of someone diagnosed with or suspected of
having a mental illness.
The support group will be co-facilitated by Cathy
Browder. She is a local resident and has experience
loving a family member with a mental health condition.
Cathy is trained by NAMI as a facilitator to help support
and encourage others seeking to help their loved ones.
Starting in April, the Family Support Group will meet
regularly on the first and third Mondays of each month at
7:00 PM via Zoom.
To ask questions or get more information, please email
Cathy at NAMIDavidsonCounty1@gmail.com.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 - John Rawlings
2 - Maynard Edwards
5 - Caroline Harman
6 - Ken Gardner
7 - Al Neal, Joe Check
8 - Matt Welborn
9 - Colson Priddy
10 - Rory Trout
11 - Barbara Atkinson
12 - Kristin Briggs
13 - Mac Parrott, Chuck Henderson
15 - Jacob Gobble
17 - Alex Horne
18 - Ashley Timberlake
19 - Janice Greer, Mac Shive, Stella Gray Orman, Layla
Kiefer
20 - Betty Knox, Jennifer Davis, Jennifer Turlington

First Presbyterian Action

21 - Karen Dinges
23 - Susan Evans
25 - Ella Timberlake
27 - Ann Lackey, Ellie Klass
28 - Becky Klass
30 - Ryan Gobble
31 - Ken Vander Schaaf, Brooke Zehmer
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FAITH IN ACTION
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS
As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned mixed
vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby.
Collected for January: 125 items
Your peanut butter offering for Crisis Ministry
is distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to
collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is greatly
appreciated!
Collected for January: 134 jars

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being. We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the Faith in
Action bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. You
may also volunteer by calling Jo Leonard at
.

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

NUTS ON A MISSION
If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift, Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. At $5 per
pint jar ($60 for a case of 12), these waterblanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. Items needed are listed below. Thank you for
your continued support of this ministry.
Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.
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PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS
Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through August 2022:
February - The McMurray Small Group
March - Tom & Sandra Smith and their grandchildren
April - The Kiefer Family
May - Boy Scout Troop 205
June - Bill Keesler & Barbara Presnell
July - Volunteers Needed
August - Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed for the summer months (July and
August). If you would like to provide and serve a meal to
the residents of the Shelter during one of these months,
please contact the church office.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Adam Horne (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell)
Enlistee training for service in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley; sister of Jean
LaVelle) - breast cancer
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Franklin Clark (husband of Margie Clark) - broke all the
toes on one foot in a farm accident
Peggy Styers (mother of Celia Stalvey) - death of her
husband, Arvil Styers, and her sister, Julia Stoner
Celia Stalvey - death of her father, Arvil Styers, and aunt,
Julia Stoner
Blake Benton - Achilles tendon surgery
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Harry Grier
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis
Ariel Bratz

Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed
Charles Bowyer

Joyce Allison
Jean & Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Edna Benjamin
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer,
metastasized to brain
Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley;
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer)
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb)
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for
several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Beckey Griffith - tests
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - spot on his lung
Anna & Ryan Gobble - death of Anna’s mother, Julia Stoner
Mary Bumgarner - death of her mother, Dorothy Bumgarner
Jo Leonard - death of her sister, Kitty Anderson
Ed Snider - back surgery
Stan Grady - knee surgery
John Rawlings - fell; has T12 fracture and compression
fractures
Emmy Floyd - knee replacement

Tom Keesler
Becky Poetzinger
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Navahlia Quesenberry
Wendy Craven

Lynn & Norman Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Mark & Beth White
Family of Jeff Thobe
Crissy Tribley

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.
Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

First Presbyterian Action
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We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to cut out the
prayer from the newsletter and place it in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of March 6
Our journey to the cross has begun, Father-God. We
move into the wilderness, which at first glance seems
to us a bleak, dry, desolate place. It is the place where
our Savior is tempted by the enemy and yet overcomes.
Help us to remember the lessons of the wilderness: that
even in the bleak desolation of the desert, You are
there; though we may wander, we do not wander alone,
for You are there to lead us, by day and by night; in the
desert, You teach us, You care for us, You provide for
us, You transform us, and You refresh us. Fill us with
Your living water, Father-God, that we may be vessels
of refreshment for others. In Jesus’ name, we pray with
thanksgiving and praise. Amen.
Prayer for the Week of March 13
Creator-God, we look at the wilderness and all we see
is the dryness, the scrubby brush, the sand, the rocks.
We tend to focus on the negative and fail to see the
beautiful: a cactus in bloom; the shades of colors in the
sand, rocks, and brush; the glory of Your spectacular
sunrises and sunsets; a night sky full of more stars than
we could ever count. Forgive us, Lord, and remind us
that, when we focus our hearts and eyes on You, that
which is beautiful and good becomes much clearer and
easier to see. Help us to not only see, but to appreciate
the beauty and seek ways to share it with others, for the
sake of Christ and Your kingdom, we pray. Amen.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online. Currently, her day off is Wednesday.
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home. While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.
Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies. She is here to walk
alongside us.

LIVESTREAM INFO
Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).
The bulletin for each service is available on the front
page of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along
with a link to the live stream.
Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Prayer for the Week of March 20
Transforming God, as we begin to emerge from a long,
dreary winter, help us to stop and notice the changes
taking place around us - new life coming out of what
once seemed dead, color bursting forth from every
corner, and warmer days wrapping us in Your gentle
embrace. Even as You bring forth new life around us,
Lord, so You also bring forth new life in us. We thank
You for Your transforming power and that You not
only work in us, but You work through us as well. We
give You thanks for the opportunity to reach others in
Your name. Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FIRST SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday, March 6
10 AM - Sunday School
11 AM - Blended Worship in the sanctuary
& livestream (includes Noisy Offering & Communion)
12 PM - Baked Potato & Salad Lunch
in the fellowship hall

