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CALLED MEETING MAY 1
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
May 1 & 15
11 AM - One service in the
sanctuary
May 8, 22, & 29
9 AM - Crossroads Worship
in the fellowship hall
10 AM - Sunday School

The Session has called a Congregational
Meeting for the purpose of receiving a report
from the Congregational Nominating
Committee and electing new Elders. The
meeting will be held May 1, 2022,
immediately following the 11 AM First
Sunday blended worship service.

11 AM - Classic Worship in
the sanctuary
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This Sunday, May 1, we will have our First
Sunday blended worship service, which
begins at 11 AM in the sanctuary. Sunday
School will begin at 10 AM. There will be a
brief called congregational meeting held after
the worship service to receive a report from
the Congregational Nominating Committee
and to elect officers. Following the called
meeting, we will enjoy a Fellowship
Luncheon in the fellowship hall. The worship
service will be livestreamed via our YouTube
channel. We’ll celebrate the Sacrament of
Communion and will invite our children to
come forward with their Noisy Offerings.
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Alleluia! Christ is risen! It is so good to be
living on this side of the cross. Even as we
moved through the despair of Holy Week,
with its betrayal, denials, and crucifixion of
Jesus, we knew that Jesus would be
victorious over death. We knew Easter was
coming. That knowledge doesn’t necessarily
remove the pain of the moment, but since we
are Easter people, it certainly gives us hope
and vision for our future.

now! With the return of more activity in the
church comes the need for more volunteers.
Ì With Blake and Lynnae Benton moving,
we are desperately in need of volunteers
to help with the livestreaming of our
11:00 (10:00 summer) service and with
sound and slides for the 9:00 service.
Ì We could use some folks willing to serve
as ushers, greeters, and building security
people.

Email: office@fpclexnc.com
Phone: 336.248.2140
Fax:

336.248.6626

Web:

http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer
PastorNancy@fpclexnc.com

We are called to live Easter lives at all times.
In fact, every Sunday is an Easter day for us
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from death.
It might be good to remind ourselves what
that Easter living looks like. Here are a few
things that come to mind:
Ì Joyful hearts
Ì Trusting God with the future

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation
Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Ì Expecting Jesus’ presence to be revealed
in community

Financial Secretary
Ms. Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Ì Accepting our commission to be sent
into the world as God sent Jesus to us

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com
Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi
Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com
Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

Ì Using our Spirit-given gifts to share in
the ministry of this congregation as we
seek to serve God together.
I know we are still in the midst of the
pandemic, although we truly have
appreciated the reprieve we’ve gotten the
past month or so.
I know that spring means more time to spend
outdoors and taking jaunts, and dealing with
school year-end activities.
I know that summer trips are coming.
I know that you are weary of “in-between
times,” that you are ready for a new pastor to
get here yesterday, already!
I know that many of you are tempted to just
wait until the new pastor is here to reconnect
or get more involved.

Ì There are available Sundays for serving
as a lay-leader,
Ì ...and it would be helpful to have some
adults ready to volunteer in the nursery
when needed, such as for a memorial
service or on a Sunday morning. (Note
that we have a Child Protection Policy
and Nursery volunteers must undergo a
background check.)
God has done so much for us through Jesus
Christ. What are we willing to give to God?
Not as a payback, because we could never
pay God back---but as a sign of our
thanksgiving, trust, and desire to follow
Jesus.
Please be prayerful this week in how you
would like to serve through the church and
let me or one of our Session elders know
how you plan to share your gifts.
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Let us live
Resurrection lives!
Peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer,
Transitional Pastor

Pastor Nancy will be on Study leave the
week of May 8th. She is attending the
Lombard Peace Center’s Mediation Skills
Training Institute for Church Leaders.

However….there is still ministry to do right
First Presbyterian Action
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IN MEMORIAM
The congregation extends its sympathy to Taylor & Anne
Hood and Mark & Betsy Cowan and their family due to
the death of John Sidney Hood III, brother of Taylor and
Betsy, on April 17, 2022 in South Carolina.
Condolences may be sent to Taylor & Anne Hood at 111
Hemlock Drive, Lexington NC 27292, and to Betsy &
Mark Cowan at 10100 Lake Shore Drive, Apt D4, Myrtle
Beach, SC 29572.
The congregation also extends its sympathy to Ginger
Mock and Franklin & Laura Mock and their family due to
the death of Jim Mock, husband of Ginger and father of
Franklin, on April 17, 2022. A memorial service will be
held at Davidson Funeral Home and officiated by Pastor
Nancy on Friday, May 6, at 2:30 PM.
Please keep both of these families in your prayers.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Harriet Zimmerman from Charles & Jeri Bowyer
(Music Fund) and Bonnie & Jim Beall Graham
(Memorial Fund).

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Mary Cook Koontz, designated to the Memorial Fund
and given by: Bonnie & Jim Beall Graham, Bob Lowe,
and Mac & Beth Parrott.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Bob Oates from Rona Ewart (Memorial Fund).
The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Norman Carlton from Sara DeLapp (Memorial Fund).
The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Kitty Anderson from Charles & Jeri Bowyer (Music
Fund), Sara DeLapp (Memorial Fund), and Barbara Scott
(Memorial Fund).
The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
John Rawlings, designated to the Music Fund and given
by: Charles & Jeri Bowyer, Mac & Beth Parrott, Betty &
John Knox, Jim & Beverly Black, Bonnie & Jim Beall
Graham, Don & Ann Bishop, Meredith Andrews, Jenny
& Keith Cline, and Sara DeLapp.
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FROM THE WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY TEAM
Your Worship and Music Ministry Team is pleased to
announce some exciting adjustments to worship for the
time being, effective May 1st:
C Communion - Our monthly celebration of
Communion will now be offered to congregants
as they come forward and will utilize a choice of
actual bread and juice (presented by masked,
gloved Session members) or prepackaged
elements. Communion elements will be brought
to individuals as requested, who remain seated.
C Bulletins - Our bulletins will now be stapled in
book format (two staples on the left, opening to
allow viewing two pages at once). Continuing the
8.5" x 11" format is necessary to enable online
viewers to follow along and/or print their own
copy more easily.
Our team hopes you find these changes both helpful and
meaningful. The change in Communion will particularly
necessitate additional volunteer help, and we look
forward to your response. Contact Phyllis McGee to be
added to our volunteer list.

VBS 2022
Vacation Bible School will be held July 18-22 from 9
a.m. until Noon each day. In addition, the children will
present a musical offering on July 24! For VBS, our
church will be transformed into a Jerusalem Marketplace,
with children creating their own costume to play their part
each day. Registration is now open. Families interested
in signing up your children or grandchildren may contact
Jeanna in the church office (office@fpclexnc.com or 336248-2140, ext. 1) or text Ann Kiefer (
). Adult
volunteers are welcome to join the fun as well!

PW CIRCLES MEET MAY 2
Presbyterian Women Circles will have their final
meeting of the current church year on Monday, May 2 at
the church. The Morning Circle meets at 10:30 AM, and
the Evening Circle meets at 7:00 PM. Rebecca Sullivan
will be the Bible study leader. The Birthday Offering will
be received during the meeting.
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MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR
K-8th Grade Sunday School was led by Jackson Greer on
Easter Sunday. What a joy it was to have such an
inspirational young man lead these children and youth in
the Easter Story and Resurrection Egg activity!
Participants located Scriptures in their own Bibles,
discussed important symbols, and created a keepsake
activity to revisit each year. We serve a powerful God
who is moving in our church family!

The kids were full of Alleluias! during Easter Sunday
services.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
Jane Blackerby, Director
Happy Spring! The Preschool reopened Monday (April
25) after a week of spring break. We are on the final
stretch for this school year!
Preschool graduation is scheduled for Wednesday, May
18. We will welcome our Preschool parents and a few
guests per family to our sanctuary to celebrate the
beginning of the next life stage for our Pre-Ks.
I am thrilled to report that registration for the 2022-2023
school year is complete. We are at full capacity for next
year and are starting a waiting list.
I am also excited to report that all of the current
Preschool staff are returning for classes next year!
During the pandemic, we had to scale our class offerings
back but have slowly increased them again. As a result,
we are looking for one special person to fill a three-dayper-week assistant position in our Intermediate Class for
the coming school year. Please let me know if you know
of anyone who might be interested in joining our
Preschool family on a part-time basis.
As always, thank you, Church, for your love and support.
We have had an awesome and wonderful school year!

GRADUATION SUNDAY & YOUTH SUNDAY
We will combine Youth Sunday and Graduation Sunday
and will celebrate both on Sunday, May 15. There will be
a single service at 11 AM on this day. We will honor our
graduating high school seniors, and our high school youth
will lead the service. We hope you will plan to worship
with us on this special day. Seniors, please get your
picture and information for the bulletin insert to Jeanna
by May 5.
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GREEN SCHOLARSHIP
The Session and the Endowment Ministry Team of the
Session would like to invite eligible persons to apply for
a grant from the Winnifred Zimmerman Green Higher
Education Scholarship Fund. The Scholarship was
made possible by a generous gift from the estate of long
time member Winnie Green to aid "worthy students of
high academic achievement" with their college expenses.
The Session has established guidelines for the awarding
of grants. Grants will be awarded each spring; students
receiving scholarships shall not be guaranteed renewal of
scholarships. Students must re-apply for a new grant
each year.
The application deadline for this year is May 1.
Application forms and the full list of applicant guidelines
are available from the church office, on the lobby side of
Jeanna’s service window, or may be downloaded at
www.fpclexnc.com.

COOKOUT TO HONOR OUR VETERANS
We will be honoring active military personnel as well as
Veterans as we gather Sunday, May 22 at 5:30 PM on the
church grounds for an outdoor cookout. Hamburgers, hot
dogs, beans, potato salad, plus a southern tradition banana pudding - will be served. Wes Walser will again
be providing all of the goodies! The Crossroads Praise
Band will provide entertainment for the evening, and we
have invited members of Shady Side Presbyterian and St.
Stephen UMC to be our guests.
We hope you will join us for fellowship and an early
Memorial Day celebration! You may sign up for the
cookout by filling out a blue card by Sunday, May 8, or
you may contact the church office (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com).
Questions: Jimmy Holshouser at

First Presbyterian Action
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Jimmy Holshouser and Connie
Brown, who were married on April 23, 2022.

PALM SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP
The MOJOS Sunday School class gathered at Joy and
Ryan Harman’s house on Palm Sunday for Bible and
Breakfast. They enjoyed breakfast and shared their
Sunday School lesson for the day. It’s never too late to
join a Sunday School group!

First Presbyterian Action
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FAITH IN ACTION
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS
As part of our local mission work, we collect
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry each
month. We are setting ourselves a goal of 125
cans per month. Your donations of canned mixed
vegetables may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in
the church lobby.
Collected for March: 78 items
Your peanut butter offering for New Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect
125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being. We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. You may volunteer by calling Jo Leonard.

Collected for February: 122 jars
Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

NUTS ON A MISSION
If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift, Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. At $5 per
pint jar ($60 for a case of 12), these waterblanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby. Items needed are listed below. Thank you for
your continued support of this ministry.

PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS
Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through August 2022:
April - The Kiefer Family
May - Boy Scout Troop 205
June - Bill Keesler & Barbara Presnell
July - Craig & Cathy Koontz
August - Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed for August. If you would like to
provide and serve a meal to the residents of the Shelter in
August, please contact the church office.

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

First Presbyterian Action
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Adam Horne (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell)
- Enlistee training for service in the Navy
Joey Morrison (serving in the Marines)
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Blake Benton - Achilles tendon surgery
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Leslie Lyon (sister of Faye Graham) - recuperating from
open heart surgery
Harry Grier - hospitalized
Sammy McFarland’s father - bladder cancer
Jerry & Sally Muskovin (uncle of Emelie North & Marie
Muskovin)
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - cancer

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis
Ariel Bratz

Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer,
metastasized to brain
Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley;
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer
Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer)
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb)
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for
several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - lung cancer
Stan Grady - knee surgery
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Travis & Carol Fortune - death of John Rawlings, Carol’s
father, and the death of Travis’ aunt
Bob Koontz & family - death of his wife, Mary Cook Koontz
Beth White & family - death of her mother, Mary Cook
Koontz
Mark White - recuperating from hip replacement
Ellen Sowers - recovering from knee surgery
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Hazel Frady (former FPC secretary) - broken vertebra

Joyce Allison
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith

Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Al & Denise Gilbert
Navahlia Quesenberry
Wendy Craven

Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Family of Jeff Thobe
Crissy Tribley

PRAYER REQUESTS
As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
Pastor Nancy and our intercessory prayer group unless
otherwise requested. Our online prayer list is password
protected. If you need the password, please contact
Jeanna.
Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.
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We encourage you to join your
church family in praying the
following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific
to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut
out the prayer from the newsletter
and place it in a prominent place in
your home as a reminder.
Prayer for the Week of April 24
God of our life, there are days when the burdens we carry
chafe our shoulders and weigh us down; when the road
seems dreary and endless, the skies gray and threatening;
when our lives have no music in them, and our hearts are
lonely, and our souls have lost their courage. Flood the
path with light, we beseech Thee; turn our eyes to where
the skies are full of promise; tune our hearts to brave
music; give us the sense of comradeship with heroes and
saints of every age; and so quicken our spirits that we
may be able to encourage the souls of all who journey
with us on the road of life, to Thy honor and glory.
Amen.
-Saint Augustine
Prayer for the Week of May 1
God of Peace, we live in a world that is rife with
violence and crimes so heinous that we do not even want
to name them because of the images they provoke in our
minds. They unsettle and abhor us, and oftentimes, we
feel helpless to do anything to stop them. We turn to
You, Father-God, remembering that You are far bigger
and more powerful than any force in this world, and
nothing is impossible for You. We ask You to bring
peace to every nook and cranny, every person in our
world, and we ask that You begin here, in our
community, with us. Let us be a small ripple of peace
that becomes waves sent out into the larger world around
us. In the name of Your Son and through Your Holy
Spirit. Amen.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Nancy looks forward to meeting the congregation
and encourages people to call and make an appointment
for conversation, either in-person safely distanced or via
phone or online. Currently, her day off is Wednesday.
She is also taking either Thursday or Friday, depending
upon the work schedule, to work on her sermon from
home. While she is welcome to "drop-ins," if you are
really hoping to meet with her, it is best to make an
appointment by calling her at 708-642-2742 or emailing
her at pastornancy@fpclexnc.com.
Also, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Nancy with
pastoral concerns or emergencies. She is here to walk
alongside us.

LIVESTREAM INFO
Our Classic and first Sunday of the month blended
worship services are livestreamed Sunday mornings
beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube channel
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).
The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the live stream.
Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Prayer for the Week of May 8
Rock of Ages, we are called to be an example to those
younger than us. We are called to reach a hand back to
those behind us on the path and help them cross unsteady
ground over which we have already climbed. But
sometimes we find ourselves struggling. Sometimes we
stumble. Help us to be examples of Your love; help us to
model Christ’s humility. Help us to be quick to forgive
and slow to anger, and help us to remember that You
know us intimately and love us still. We give You thanks
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
First Presbyterian Action
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
235910 11 -

Craig Koontz
Davis Welborn, Myers Welborn
Charlie McGirt
Gwen Greathouse
Ellen Sowers
Richard Goff, BettyKerr Osborne, Sarah
Henderson
12 - Alan Carson, Sol Coltrane
14 - Emmy Floyd, Cameron Benton
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Dave Fulp
Susan Gardner
Ed Kiefer
Patty King, Teresa Herman, Olivia Durrell
Nicholas Priddy
Jeri Wynn
Jack Harman
Emily Harman, Catherine Benton
David Trout
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FIRST SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP
Sunday, May 1
C 10 AM - Sunday School
C 11 AM - Blended Worship in the sanctuary & livestream (with
Communion & Noisy Offering)
C Called Congregational Meeting to receive Congregational Nominating
Committee report and elect officers.
C First Sunday Fellowship Lunch in the fellowship hall.

GRADUATION SUNDAY & YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, May 15
C 10 AM - Sunday School
C 11 AM - single worship service in the sanctuary with livestream via our YouTube channel
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