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SUMMER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

10 AM - One service
in the sanctuary with

livestream

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Please plan to attend a special worship
service this Sunday, June 19 at 10 a.m. as
we praise the Lord through music and
scripture. We will not have a sermon, but
instead will receive the message through
hymns and texts from the Bible. Everyone
will get to participate as we are led by
members of our praise band, a women's
ensemble, and our children. We anticipate
that this will be a joyful celebration in
music and song, and we encourage
everyone to attend!

The Session has called a special
congregational meeting for Sunday, June
26 following worship, for the purpose of
acting upon a report from our Pastor
Nominating Committee. Plan now to
attend this important meeting in the life of
our congregation.
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Dear Friends,

This is my final letter to you, and it is
filled with Thanksgiving.  Thank you for
a wonderful Sunday together. The
opportunity to ordain and install new
officers was a joy for me. I give thanks
for the Session leadership over these past
20 months. Your elders truly love God
and care about this church and its people. 
I know that the new class will only enrich
the ministry that God has already begun
in you.

Thank you for the send-off at the end of
the service. I love the church ornament. 
Chris and I have a nice collection of this
style ornament from the places we’ve
been. It will fit right in on our tree and
bring wonderful memories of my time
with you. The lattice pottery plate is
beautiful and will be another good
reminder of the fellowship we have
shared.

I also give thanks for a talented and
supportive staff, Jeanna, Alma, Shelley,
Ann, Regina, and Jane.  It has been a joy
working with each of them. I know your
new pastor will find them a blessing, too. 
Be kind to them this summer as they
work through yet another pastoral
transition. Remind them how much you
value them, and look for ways to show
your appreciation. Offer your assistance
and support. That goes a long way for
church staff.

Above all, I give thanks to God who
brought us together for this season in life. 
As you anticipate the arrival of your new
pastor, I hope you will continue to pray
for this person and the transition they are
making to answer God’s call and move to
Lexington. So many details to take care
of with the sale of a home, looking for a
new one, and saying goodbyes to a
beloved congregation where that pastor
has been serving. This is definitely a
Hope-Holding time, full of possibilities! 
I will be praying for this church and your
ministry as we all move forward in faith. 
 
Grace and peace,

Pastor Nancy
Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer

 

Pastor Nancy
at her final

worship service
with us on

June 12, 2022.
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IN MEMORIAM

MEMORIAL GIFTS

VBS 2022

The congregation extends its sympathy to the family of
Julia Strader, who passed away peacefully at home on
June 8, 2022. 

At Julia's request, there will not be a funeral or memorial
service. Instead, Julia requested that memorials be made
to First Presbyterian Church, Family Services of
Davidson County, Hospice of Davidson County, or to the
charity of the donor's choice.

Please keep the Strader family in your prayers.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Mary Cook Koontz from Gloria Bulluck (Garden Fund)
and Charlie & Dottie McGirt (Music Fund).

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
John Rawlings from Gloria Bulluck (Music Fund).

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mrs.
Kitty Anderson from Kathie Philpott (Memorial Fund).

We’re only about a month away from Vacation Bible
School! VBS will be July 18-22 from  9 a.m. until Noon
each day. In addition, the children will present a musical
offering on July 24! Our church will be transformed into
a Jerusalem Marketplace for VBS, with children creating
their own costume to play their part each day.
Registration is now open. Families interested in signing
up your children or grandchildren may contact Jeanna in
the church office (office@fpclexnc.com or 336-248-
2140, ext. 1) or text Ann Kiefer (               ). Adult
volunteers are welcome to join the fun as well!  
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SESSION DIGEST

The Session held its monthly stated meeting on May 22,
2022, at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All Session
members were present or excused.  The following are the
actions taken and items discussed:

C The Stated meeting of June 19, 2022 was cancelled.

C We will have a called Session meeting on June 5,
2022 at 10:15 to examine the Elders-elect.  A
tentative date of June 12 has been set as a possible
date to install new officers and June 26 is another
possible date if needed.

C Approved the request from Meadowview Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Lexington, NC to transfer the
membership of Al and Darcee Neal.

C Approved the request from Clear Springs United
Methodist Church of Denton, NC to transfer the
membership of Maynard Edwards.

C Received a report from Beverly Black on the May 17,
2022 Salem Presbytery meeting.

C Received a report that the May 22 cookout was a
success with over 118 attending including members
from St. Stephen UMC and Shady Side Presbyterian.

 
C The Worship and Music Ministry Teams has secured

pulpit supply: June 19, 2022 - Self-guided service
through music and scripture; June 26, 2022 - Rev.
Randy Hall; July 3, 2022 - Self-guided service with
three speakers of how their faith sustained them in
the Armed Forces; July 10, 2022 - Rev. Sydne Check
Allen.

C Approved moving communion from July 3, 2022 to
July 10, 2022.   

C The financial condition of the Church continues to be
strong with revenues in line with budget and
expenses as approved to have positive year to date
operating income of $19,517. 

C Received report from Tom Smith and his committee
for the financial review completed on April 27, 2022
with recommendations for the Session to consider,
such as further review of the insurance policies,
suggestions to reduce expenses by not having a
postage machine, need to cross train employee
positions, and other suggestions.  No serious issues
were found. Received written summary from
Mountcastle Insurance of the policies currently in
place for the church.  Further review will be done by
the Finance Committee.

C The Security Task Force presented its
recommendations for the Session to provide security
for our church on Sundays. Session authorized the
purchase of two hand-held two-way radios and special
door stops for classrooms. Other recommendations
will be further studied for implementation.  

C Received and approved the resignation of Pastor
Nancy as our Transitional Pastor effective July 7,
2022. She has accepted a call to the Circleville
Presbyterian Church in Circleville, Ohio as their
installed pastor.  She starts on July 18, 2022.  Her last
Sunday with us will be June 12, and her last day in the
office will be June 16.  She has vacation and study
leave time she will take from June 16 to July 7 which
was previously approved. Pastor Nancy will send a
personal letter to the church members on Monday May
23, 2022.  
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First Presbyterian Church's May 22 picnic with guests
from two predominantly African American Lexington 
churches was a remarkable event.
     And the remarkable event had a remarkable story
behind it.
     Pat Ulmer's involvement in what became, partly, a
Memorial Day-themed event was not surprising.  Pat and
her late husband, retired Army Col. Dave Ulmer, had
organized a series of services and military band
performances at our church over the years to remember
American military personnel who died serving their
country and to honor veterans and current military
personnel.

But this time Pat also asked that members of two
predominantly Black churches in Lexington be invited to
a picnic previously scheduled by our church's Fellowship
Ministry.
     "The Holy Spirit laid it on my heart to do it," she said.
     Over the past year, Pat has participated in race-related
book studies organized by First Presbyterian's Race
Unification Committee (RUC). With other church
members, she has read, first, Howard Thurman's Jesus
and the Disinherited; second, Jim Wallis' America's
Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to
a New America; and third, with a few readers from the
previous book studies, Cheri Mills' Lent of Liberation:
Confronting the Legacy of American Slavery, a Lenten
devotional book.

On Feb. 1, Pat told other Wallis book study
participants that all this reading was having an impact on
her. "I just hope I come out of this a changed person,"
she said.

While reading, Pat thought about her late parents. 
"I've had a very enriched life because I'm a Christian -
because my parents raised me that way," she said. As a
Christian, she believes that "every human deserves
dignity, no matter the race, the color, the ethnicity, or the
religious choice."

Pat teaches occupational courses for
learning-disabled students at West Davidson High
School.  She lives in Central Davidson, with an African
American family as one next-door neighbor and a
Hispanic family as the other.  A Hindu family bought her
parents' home directly across the street.

"I think I've been enriched by having relationships
with people of different races," she said.  

While reading, Pat also thought about her late
husband.  In 1971, when he was unemployed, Dave took
a job with a cotton mill in Columbus, Georgia.  One of

Dave's first responsibilities was hiring a new personnel
secretary for the mill.  He conducted a search and
recommended and won approval to hire the mill's first
Black front-office employee.  Then he conducted a second
search and received approval to promote a longtime
employee to supervisor, the mill's first African American
in that position.      

Dave wasn't looking for the best White candidates to
fill jobs in the Deep South.  He was looking for the best
candidates, period.

Pat also remembered the motto for the Special Forces,
in which Dave spent most of his 36-year Army career:
"Free the Oppressed."

One night early in April, Pat telephoned Jimmy
Holshouser, chair of the Fellowship Ministry, and asked
if members of Shady Side and St. Stephen churches could
be invited to the May 22 picnic.  Jimmy liked the idea and
took Pat's request to the Session, which quickly approved
it. The RUC then joined the preparations for the picnic,
including contacting the two predominantly African
American churches.  Church administrator Jeanna Carlton
said eight members of Shady Side, 15 members of St.
Stephen, and 90 members of First Presbyterian signed up
to attend.       

Not all those signing up attended.  Ken Davis, an RUC
member and Shady Side church leader who played in the
Crossroads Band at the picnic, said he saw only one other
Shady Side member there. But the Rev. Dr. Arnetta
Beverly, pastor of St. Stephen, said a dozen or more of her
members came.

"They all enjoyed the time together, and some were
able to renew friendships," Dr. Beverly said.  St. Stephen
members shared picnic photos with fellow church
members on screens at their church.

Jimmy Holshouser said picnic attendees tended to sit
with others they knew best but talked with members of
other churches before and after the meal. "From a
race-relations standpoint, it helped establish that people
might be different colors, but when it comes to sharing
our faith, we are all disciples of God," Jimmy said.

Wes Walser, who teaches with Pat, prepared
hamburgers, hot dogs, and all the fixings. A junior
Crossroads Band comprised of First Presbyterian children
also played music. Young girls from First Pres sang with
the junior band. Pat spoke about the meaning of Memorial
Day.  When a thunderstorm threatened at the picnic's end,
people from all three churches, including members of
Acts Alive, First Presbyterian's high school youth group,
which was meeting that night, scrambled together to move

THE REMARKABLE STORY BEHIND A REMARKABLE EVENT
Bill Keesler, Co-Chair, Race Unification Committee
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tables and chairs back into the church building.  
The Rev. Dr. Nancy Jo Dederer, First Presbyterian's

transitional pastor, called the combination of church
groups "beautiful."

Since the picnic, the RUC has invited Pat to become
a member, and she has accepted. We want to increase
RUC membership further. Please contact us if you would
like to join.

The RUC plans another book discussion series in the
fall, although the book selection has not been finalized. 
Please contact us if you would like to participate.

Also in the fall, Pat said she would like to see our
church gather again with members of African American
churches in another outdoor event.

On Sunday, July 31st, there will be a community worship
service at 3:00 PM in the amphitheater sponsored by
2CFAR (Crucial Conversations on Faith and Race).
Several of our members are involved in this community
organization.

This will be another wonderful way for people of all races
to gather together in fellowship and worship. Speak with
Bill Keesler, Walt Rouse, or Ken Davis for more
information. Everyone is welcome.

Our Tuesday morning Men's Breakfast Fellowship is
taking a hiatus this summer! They will regroup and begin
meeting again on September 13, 2022.

As Pastor Nancy's time with us draws to a close, please
note that her church email address will be closed down
soon. The office will have her contact information if
needed. After this week, it is not appropriate to contact
her about church and/or pastoral care matters. Please
contact the church office (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) if you have a concern.

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP ON HIATUS

A NOTE ON PASTORAL TRANSITION
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLECTION FOR DAVIDSON
MEDICAL MINISTRIES

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations
may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the

church lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who
faithfully collects your donations and takes them to
Pastor’s Pantry each month.

   Collected for May: 111 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need

through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect
125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

Thank you for your continued generosity to our local
helping agencies.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. 
Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for your
continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

HOMELESS SHELTER
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OVERNIGHT STAYS
Our church has resumed overnight stays at the homeless
shelter on a scaled back schedule. We will be responsible
only for the third Wednesday in each month for the time
being. We have been assured that the Shelter is
COVID-free and that the building is sanitized 3 times
daily. Other churches are also now participating, and we
hope that the men of the church will consider staying
overnight so that we, as a church, may fulfill our
commitment to the Shelter and our calling to help those in
need. You may volunteer by calling Jo Leonard.

PROVIDING & SERVING MEALS

Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all who
have volunteered for this outreach ministry. Here is the
schedule through August 2022:

May - Boy Scout Troop 205
June - Bill Keesler & Barbara Presnell
July - Craig & Cathy Koontz
August - Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed for August. If you would like to
provide and serve a meal to the residents of the Shelter in
August, please contact the church office.

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Zach Resech (Army, National Guard) - Middle East
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- Enlistee training for service in the Navy
Joey Morrison (serving in the Marines)
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Amanda Davis (daughter-in-law of Jody Sink, wife of Will 

Davis) - back issues
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Blake Benton - Achilles tendon surgery
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Sammy McFarland’s father - bladder cancer
Jerry & Sally Muskovin (uncle of Emelie North & Marie
Muskovin)
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - pancreatic cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Lisa Poston Dean - diagnosed with Lyme Disease
Charles Dean (husband of Lisa Dean) -lung infusions for 

several months; stage 3 kidney disease
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Joel Goudy - lung cancer
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Ellen Sowers - recovering from knee surgery
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Hazel Frady (former FPC secretary) - broken vertebra
Dennis King (Jan Kiefer’s cousin) - terminal heart failure
Jennifer Davis & family - death of her mother, Mandy 

Deadwyler
Edna Benjamin - broken hip & hip socket
Donna Burris
Kim Craven

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
our intercessory prayer group unless otherwise requested.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

Ann, Owen, Brinley, and Layla Kiefer and Olivia
Greer in prayer together with Pastor Nancy during the
worship service on June 12th.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Kim Youmans
Carol Lemken 
Jan Bumgarner
Jean Marsh
Norma Abed

Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Jerry Yarborough
The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith

Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Navahlia Quesenberry
Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton

Brianna Ver Halen
Family of Jeff Thobe
Crissy Tribley
Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
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LIVESTREAM INFO

Prayer for the Week of June 12
Merciful God, we give You thanks and praise for all that
You are, and we are grateful that You alone are God.  We
lift up to you those who have been marginalized, those
who are oppressed, and those who are outcast. Give us
understanding and wisdom where they are lacking, and
help us to give a voice to the voiceless. Let us be
instruments in this world of Your healing, peace, and
grace. Help us to follow wherever You may lead, with
holy boldness and courage, knowing that our strength
comes from You alone. We give You thanks and praise in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of June 19
God of All that Is, Was, and Ever Will Be, we give praise
to You, for You are our God. We look to the future with
some reservations, unsure of what tomorrow will bring,
but we also look to the future with hearts full of hope, for
we know that You have gone before us and  have already
made a way for us. We know that You are good, that Your
plans for us are good, and we thank You for the privilege
to be instruments of Your peace in this world. We place
our trust in You, O God, for You are our Rock and our
Deliverer. In the mighty name of Jesus, Your Son, we
pray. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of June 26
Gracious God, we have listened for Your voice, and we
have sought Your face. We thank You for all the ways
that You have spoken to us and led us, and we thank You
for all the ways You continue to speak to us and lead us.
Give us ears to hear and eyes to see, Father-God, that we
may walk in the path you have set before us. Give us
hearts to see and understand one another and others, that
we may be full of compassion for our neighbors. Please
continue to guide our leadership as we move forward
together in this journey of faith. We give You thanks,
praise, and glory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our summer worship services are livestreamed Sunday
mornings  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the livestream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Mike Price presents special
music on his saxophone
during the worship service
on June 12th.

We encourage you to join your church family in praying
the following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers
will be focused on things specific to
the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out
the prayer from the newsletter and
place it in a prominent place in your
home as a reminder.
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Elders and Elders-elect gather together on Pentecost for Elder-elect examinations.

Acts Alive and their advisors are commissioned during the worship service on June 5, 2022.
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Elders ordained and installed on June 12th.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
through Sunday, August 28

C 10 AM - Single worship service in the sanctuary with livestream
via our YouTube channel

SPECIAL SERVICE OF SCRIPTURE & SONG
Sunday, June 19 - 10:00 AM

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, June 26 following 10 AM worship service

We will receive and act upon a report by the PNC.
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