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SUMMER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

10 AM - One service
in the sanctuary with

livestream

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On Sunday, August 21, we welcomed
Rev. Jon Martin and his family to our
church family. If you missed Sunday
morning’s worship service, you can view
i t  a t  ou r  YouTube  channe l
(http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube).
We will also post some pictures on our
Facebook page (facebook.com/fpclexnc).
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…with thankfulness in your hearts to God
(Colossians 3:16)

Last Sunday was a great day! The
congregation welcomed Susanne and me
with wide open arms and smiles. It felt
like we had reached the end of a long
journey that had begun more than a year
ago. But even as one chapter ends and a
new chapter begins, it is both thrilling
and humbling to think about what God
has planned for us over the coming
months and beyond.

Sunday was about being thankful on the
way. So, in that spirit, I want to say thank
you.

I want to thank everyone who wore a
name tag and said, "You've got a lot of
names to learn." I promise to work on
names over the next several days. Thank
you for your warm welcome.

I want to thank Ann Kiefer for including
me in the children's moment so I could
begin to get to know the children of the
church. The Hebrew friendship bracelet
from the children is a sweet gift. During
the lunch someone complimented me on
my ability to sit down on the lower step
of the chancel with the children and still
be able to get up again. I have a good
feeling that some of the children would
have helped me up if I had needed it.

I want to thank Regina and JoAnn for
their amazing arrangement of God of our
Fathers on piano and pipe organ. Were
you singing along in your head while they
were playing? I was. It's a great hymn of
the church. The words were written in
1876 and was initially sung to a different
tune. In 1892, a new tune was written for
the hymn and that's the familiar one we
sing today. It first appeared in the
hymnbook of the Episcopal Church.

I want to thank Ryan Harman. He was the
liturgist on Sunday, and when I was not
quite in sync with everything that was
happening (I accidently left out part of
the service), I could see he had his side
covered. In the future, I might need to
work out some hand signals so that I can
stay on track with Regina and the liturgist
from across the chancel.

I want to thank the fellowship team for
organizing the lunch after the service.
The tablecloths and the flowers were
beautiful. The blue and gold colors
reminded me of the Navy. And the food
was wonderful. What a feast! And thank
you to the team that cleaned up after the
meal, too.

In my sermon, I mentioned that gratitude
can lead to a happier life. Maybe part of
that happier life is an awareness that we
depend on one another, and all of us
depend on God. Thank you for reminding
me of that on my first Sunday with all of
you.

Peace in Christ, 

Jon
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The livestream presentation of the worship service for
Sunday, August 14, unfortunately did not include the
audio. The Tech Team, including Blake Benton working
remotely, labored throughout the service to restore the
audio component but was not successful.

After the service, Blake was able to link in and
thoroughly review all of the settings. Blake found the
culprit, restored the proper setting, and above all,
instructed the team on how to diagnose and reset the
issue before the service, should this occur again in the
future.

Our apologies for any inconvenience, and our thanks for
your continued patience and understanding.

All high schoolers are invited to join Acts Alive for
their Lake Day Kick-off at the lake home of Walter and
Cathy Fulp (                                           ) on Sunday,
September 11, from 3:00 until 6:00 PM. Please bring a
towel and a change of clothes, and come ready for some
Lake Day fun! Friends are welcome too!

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Gail Coltrane via
phone call or text:                          

Our Presbyterian Women are looking forward to the
start of a new year! All ladies in the church are invited
to participate. 

Circles will meet Monday, September 12 at the church
with Bible lesson leader Betty Knox. The Morning
Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30 AM, and the
Evening Circle will meet in the library at 7:00 PM.

AUGUST 14 LIVESTREAM ISSUES

ACTS ALIVE LAKE DAY

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLES BEGIN NEW YEAR
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at the home of
Lucy Finley (                                   ). Anyone who is
interested in being part of this ministry is invited to join
them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet, they
will be happy to help you learn. Their next meetings are
August 24, September 14, and September 28.

Helpers are needed to be part of a team that runs audio-
visual and the livestream on Sundays. The livestream is
now a large part of how we present ourselves as a
church to the world, it is an important form of outreach,
and it allows those who are unable to attend on Sundays
to remain in touch with the church. 

We need a team of folks to help ensure that the
livestream is able to happen each Sunday. Ideally,
instead of the majority of responsibility being
shouldered by a few, it would be shouldered by many,
thus lightening the load for all. You do not have to be a
tech whiz in order to serve on this team! Training is
available. If you are interested in helping, please contact
David Durrell (major.durrell@gmail.com or 336-
926-6204).

Sunday, August 28
Elder Greeter - Justin Wheeles
Lay Leader - Pat Ulmer
Special Music - Dustin & Shelley Jennings

Sunday, September 4 (Communion)
Elder Greeter - JoAnn Hill
Lay Leader - TBD
Special Music - Crossroads Praise Band

HELP NEEDED ON AUDIO-VISUAL TEAM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

SERVING AT WORSHIP
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Elementary & Middle School Sunday School

The Story is not finished! We will be walking through
the New Testament over the next 3 months.

Everyone who joined us for Vacation Bible School will
be familiar with these stories. We finally get to meet our
friend Jesus and learn all about our creator God!

Bible Story Trading Cards are one of the highlights of
our Sunday School class. Collect your final 11 cards by
answering questions from each week’s story!
Friendships will grow from the experiences we will
share during Sunday School hour!

Young Disciples

Middle School kids - it’s time to get crazy for Christ!
We need you to begin thinking of a friend or group of
friends you would like to bring to youth group this year!
We will be kicking off the school year with a Lake
DAY ON Sunday, September 18 from 3:00 until 6:00
PM! Stephanie and Ben Kiefer have generously offered
to host this wild event at their house! We will be tubing,
rope swinging, kayaking, throwing water balloons,
eating junk food, and listening to some of the best
Christian music ever made! More details will be sent
via text to your parents!

The Tom A. Finch Community YMCA of Thomasville
and J. Smith Young YMCA of Lexington will hold their 
8th annual Community Prayer Breakfast at the Lexington
YMCA on Friday, September 9, 2022. Breakfast is
7:15-7:55 AM, and the program is 8:00-9:00 AM. Their
keynote speaker this year is Rusty LaRue, a former
professional basketball player in the NBA and a
member of the Chicago Bulls’ 1998 NBA championship
team. He also played in the NBA with the Utah Jazz, as
well as overseas in Russia and Italy. In 2014, Rusty
began his career with Dairi-O Restaurants. After
opening the Kernersville location as owner/operator, he
moved up to the corporate office as COO in March
2018.

For more information, please contact the YMCA at 336-
249-2177 or 336-475-6125. Tickets are $10 each. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
Ann Kiefer, Interim DCE/F

YMCA PRAYER BREAKFAST
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The Race Unification Committee (RUC)’s fall book
study will discuss Bishop Michael Curry’s Love Is the
Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.

Unlike past books in RUC-initiated studies, Curry’s
book focuses not chiefly on race relations, but more
broadly on Christian love. Curry, the presiding bishop
of the Episcopal Church in the United States, writes that
Jesus’ love is the answer not only for racial questions,
but also for many of the other crucial issues of our time,
including poverty, struggling schools, illegal drug sales
and addiction, violence and other crime, LGBTQ
questions, climate change and the protection of natural
resources, political division and the lack of honest civil
discourse.

The book also follows the course of Curry’s life, from
tragically losing his mother to disease during his
boyhood, to serving as a parish priest in Ohio, North
Carolina (in Winston-Salem) and Maryland, to
becoming the Episcopal bishop for central North
Carolina, to being elected in 2015 as the first Black
presiding bishop and primate in the American Episcopal
Church, to participating at Canterbury Cathedral in
England in the 2016 international conference on
same-sex marriage and gay and lesbian priesthood that
preserved the global Anglican church, to delivering the
sermon in St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle in
England during the 2018 wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle.

Discussions of Curry’s book will be held on the first
and third Tuesdays of each month, starting September
20, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Zoom and are scheduled
to conclude before Christmas.  Participation is open to
all members of the congregation.

To register, please email or phone Jeanna Carlton in the
church office (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com)
and give her your name and email address. Please also
tell her whether you would like the church to order a
book for you. If affordable, please donate $15 to First
Presbyterian Church to cover the book cost and tax.

Also, the RUC is seeking volunteers to help lead the
book discussions. Please tell Jeanna whether you would
be willing to share in that need.

The registration deadline is Tuesday, September 13.

This will be the third congregational book study and
fifth book study overall conducted by the RUC.

NEW BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES TO START IN
SEPTEMBER
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Calling all golfers! The third annual Golf Fore Good
golf tournament, four man captain's choice, will be held
September 17, 2022 at Lexington Golf Club.
Registration is at 1:00 PM, with the first tee-off at 2:00
PM. 

The cost is $60 per player ($240 per team). All proceeds
will benefit Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry of
Lexington. Registration forms are available at the
church office. Please direct questions to David Durrell.

All ladies are invited to join us for Women of the Word
as we come together in person for a new study!
Beginning September 19 at 6:30 PM for the evening
session and Tuesday, September 20 at 9:00 AM for
the morning session, we will spend six weeks together
delving into Louie Giglio's Don't Give the Enemy a Seat
at Your Table. Rooted in the timeless truth of Psalm 23,
we will hear biblical guidance on how to:
C cancel the lies that wreck our lives
C restore peace and rest in our lives by taking

authority over our thoughts
C break free from the endless cycle of destructive

thinking and recapture our emotions
C embrace the true purpose behind our journeys

through challenging circumstances

If you've ever been in situations that have caused your
mind to spin with thoughts that were unproductive,
destructive, and harmful, leaving you feeling
overwhelmed and wrung out, it's time to win the battle
of your mind! You don't have to allow the Enemy to
influence your thinking or let negative thoughts control
you. You have power through Jesus Christ to take
control of your thoughts and emotions. Jesus invites you
to a table that He has prepared for you - and the Enemy
is not invited.

Invite a friend, bring your Bible and a pen, and join us
for this powerful study. You will need to order your
own study guide from Amazon, Lifeway,
christianbook.com, or another book seller (please be
sure you get the study guide). You will need to register
ahead of time by emailing wowlexington@gmail.com.
Please send in your name, cell phone number, email
address, and whether you plan to attend the morning or
evening session. Registrations are due by September
14.

GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT LOAVES & FISHES
FOOD PANTRY

WOMEN OF THE WORD :
NEW IN-PERSON STUDY FOR FALL
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NUTS ON A MISSION

1 - Beverly Black, Tom Smith
2 - Kelly Adams
8 - Roy Rowe, Bill Keesler
10 - Sydney Beck, Matthew Fortune
11 - Max Dinges, Trey Johnson
13 - Chris Kennedy
19 - Brian Turlington
21 - Mike Albert, Melody Durrell, Elle Gardner
22 - Carol Beck
23 - Gloria Bulluck, Jeff Davis, Ryan Morton
25 - Navahlia Quesenberry
26 - Becky Poetzinger, Nolan Kiefer
27 - Ellen Welborn
29 - Wyatt Briggs
30 - Lane Morton

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations

may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who faithfully
collects your donations and takes them to Pastor’s
Pantry each month.

   Collected for July: 115 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need

through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect
125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for July: 143 jars

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To
purchase, please contact the church office.

DONATIONS FOR
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

FAITH IN ACTION
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Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- In boot camp for the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Amanda Davis (daughter-in-law of Jody Sink, wife of Will 

Davis) - back issues
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Sammy McFarland’s father - bladder cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - pancreatic cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Beth Kerley Bender (daughter of Guy & Billie Kerley; 
sister of Christie Brookshire) - breast cancer

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Hazel Frady (former FPC secretary) - broken vertebra
Donna Burris (aunt of Terry Smith)
Charley Caio - cancer
Family & friends of Joel Goudy
Lanny Burleson - auto accident; 4 broken ribs

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates and
additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared with
our intercessory prayer group unless otherwise requested.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so put
your trust in the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Jerry Yarborough

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Navahlia Quesenberry

Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Jeff Thobe

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Gloria Bulluck
Charles & Lisa Dean
Edna Benjamin
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LIVESTREAM INFO

PASTOR JON’S EMAIL

A NOTE OF THANKS

JOHN KNOX CLASS

We encourage you to join your church
family in praying the following prayer
each day for the week indicated.
Suggested prayers will be focused on
things specific to the life of our church
& church family. We encourage you to
cut out the prayer from the newsletter
and place it in a prominent place in your
home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of August 21
Merciful and Gracious Lord, we lift Your name on high.
You have exalted Your name above every name, and we
glorify Your name, Father-God. We lift up to you every
preschool, every elementary, primary, intermediate,
middle, and high school across Davidson County, and we
ask for Your presence to fill every single one. Let Your
presence be there every day, driving out darkness and  evil
and making those institutions places of peace and safety.
Be with our students, teachers, staff, and administrators as
they return to school. Give our students the desire to learn
and to excel, and reignite the passion of our teachers to
teach and shape these young lives. We give You thanks
and praise as we pray this in Jesus’ mighty name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of August 28
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for our
Preschool staff. They have worked hard making
preparations for the year to come, and they will meet their
students and parents this week. We ask that Your Holy
Spirit would be present during those meetings, putting
everyone at ease, surrounding them with peace and
removing any anxiety. We ask that You would let that
sense of peace and ease continue as they begin their new
school year after Labor Day, helping little ones as they
navigate separation from their parents, and helping
parents as their young ones take on a new adventure. Help
our students to learn with joy, wonder, and excitement.
Energize and invigorate our teachers, and let our
Preschool be a place of peace and safety for both students
and staff. In Jesus’ name, we pray with thanks. Amen. 

Prayer for the Week of September 4
Mighty God, as we look toward the start of a new year in
the life of the church, we pray that Your Holy Spirit
would be present in every gathering and event, and among
every group and every class. Keep us teachable, with
tender hearts and ears that are open, listening for Your
voice.  Keep Your hand on Pastor Jon as he shepherds our
flock, and continue to guide our Elders as they lead us.
We give You thanks and praise in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Pastor Jon’s email address is up and running! You may
reach him at pastorjon@fpclexnc.com.

Our summer worship services are livestreamed Sunday
mornings  beginning at 10 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the livestream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

Many thanks to the Koontz/White family for donating
magnolia branches for the arrangements that adorned the
church on Sunday, August 21 to welcome our new pastor
and his family. These were given in honor of Bob Koontz
and in loving memory of Mary Cook Koontz, and we are
grateful to have been able to share these lovely gifts with
the church family. 

All members of the John Knox Class, which meets in the
parlor, are asked to bring their copy of The Story when
Sunday School kicks off its new year on September 11.
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Bless the Students
Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and youth of this
nation, returning to their schools and colleges. May your
Holy Spirit enlighten their minds, purify their vision and
strengthen their wills. Protect them as they learn in the
classroom and participate in activities outside it. May they
learn to follow in your steps, just as you grew in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man. Amen. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
C 10 AM - Single worship service in the sanctuary with livestream

via our YouTube channel

BACKPACK BLESSING
Sunday, August 28, 10:00 AM

for both students and teachers
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