
FALL FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT LOCAL MISSIONS

MEALS ON WHEELS FUNDRAISER

 September 28, 2022 Vol. 195  No. 18  

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

October 2
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended
Worship; World

Communion Sunday

Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30

9 AM - Crossroads
Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Our annual Chicken Pie & Baked
Spaghetti Sale to benefit local missions
begins Sunday, October 2 and will end on
Sunday, November 6.

We are once again selling Moravian-style
chicken pies, both large ($15 each) and
small (4 for $17) and both baked
spaghetti with meat sauce and vegetarian
spaghetti ($15 per pan). A purchase of
any combination of 3 large items (large
chicken pie or either type of spaghetti)
reduces the cost by $1 per item (3 for
$42). 

Order forms will be available beginning
this Sunday, October 2, at the church or
online (www.fpclexnc.com). Payment is
due when the order is placed, and checks
may be made payable to First
Presbyterian Church.

Pick up will be Saturday, November
12 from 10 AM until 2 PM and
Sunday, November 13 from 12 until 1
PM. If you will not be able to pick up
during these times, please let us know
ahead of time. The freezers that the
items are delivered in will be returned
on Monday, November 14, and our
on-site storage space is limited to the
available freezer space in our kitchen.
  

You can support Meals on Wheels of
Lexington by participating in their annual
fundraiser. On October 12, 2022 between
10:00 AM and 9:00 PM, both locations
of Christo's (1500 S. Main Street and
1718 Cotton Grove Road) will be
donating a percentage of all their
proceeeds to Meals on Wheels of
Lexington, dine in or take out.
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FROM OUR PASTOR
First

Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff

Pastor
Rev. Jon E. Martin
pastorjon@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation

Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

For we have become partners of Christ…
(Hebrews 3:14)

When Susanne and I walk our dog, Cali,
in our temporary neighborhood (we move
into our new house in a few weeks!),
there is a place on the side of the road
scattered full with acorns. Overhead is a
magnificent oak tree, and I am sure every
squirrel within four blocks of that tree
knows about it.

Recently, when we get to that
place on our walk, I tend to
study the acorns on the ground
instead of looking up to see

where they came from. Some are
flattened because they fell or rolled too
far into the road and met a car tire. Some
are in two pieces. The bottom part has
been separated from the top. My favorite
acorns under that tree are the ones that
are still in one piece.

Over the weekend Susanne and I
collected about twenty whole acorns so I
could take them to church for the
children's moment. I put the acorns in a
basket so the children could study all of
them at once. Here's what we saw: each
one is a unique seed of the oak tree. We
didn't see two acorns that looked exactly
alike, and every acorn has the same job.
It contains all the information necessary
to make an oak tree.

Something similar could be said about us.
We have all been created by God as
unique people, and in the church we all
have the same job: love God and love our
neighbor. 

One of the children said that squirrels
like to eat acorns. I shared that squirrels
bury acorns and then come back later to
eat them. Sometimes, however, an acorn
or two is forgotten and stays in the
ground. When this happens, the squirrel
is inadvertently planting a tree. Could it
be part of God's plan that the squirrel and
the oak tree are partners? The tree
depends on the squirrel's forgetfulness to
plant some of its acorns, and the squirrel
depends on the tree for some of its food.
Something similar could be said about us.
We depend on each other to accomplish
God's work in the world. And like
squirrels, some things we do don't always
go as planned. I don't think a squirrel
intentionally forgets where some of the
acorns are buried. It just happens. So
when things don't go exactly well in the
church, God can still bring good from it.
This reinforces the claim from the Book
of Hebrews that we are partners of Christ
for the work of the gospel in the world,
not because we do everything correctly,
but because God chooses us for this
work.

Together in Christ,

 Jon
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After much deliberation, we have planned a spring retreat at a new destination! Our
spring church-wide Family Retreat will be held this year at Teen Valley Ranch (TVR)
in Plumtree, NC from Friday, March 24, 2023 through Sunday, March 26, 2023. Teen
Valley Ranch is a Christian camp and retreat center located in the NC mountains, about
20 minutes from Linville Falls.

Adults and high schoolers will worship through music and participate in teaching led
by TVR staff. Babies and toddlers will be able to play in the nursery upstairs with the
TVR staff providing childcare. Elementary-aged students will have separate music and
teaching geared toward their energy level, and middle schoolers will be dismissed after
adult worship through music in order to have their own teaching session relative to
their life stage and experiences.

TVR provides plenty of options for free time activities, including zip lining, horseback riding, repelling tower, archery,
putt putt, hiking to Plow Point, disc golf, rifle range, and gym games. There’s also Walt Bob’s coffee shop, the Snack
Shack, and small group Bible study time with Pastor Jon! 

Lodging options range from rooms to cottages and cabins. The cost of the retreat includes six meals, activities, and 2
nights of lodging. The costs are:
C Individual - $100
C Family of Two - $195
C Family of Three - $240
C Family of Four - $285
C Children 2 and Under - Free
C Each Additional Family Member over Four Members: $45 per person
C Guests joining a family will be charged as an additional individual - $100 per person

We hope to roll out a brochure soon! In the meantime, you may visit TVR’s website for more information about their
facilities at tvr.org. Questions should be directed to Ann Kiefer via call or text at 336-830-2752.

The Preschool is selling Butter Braids beginning Monday, October 3rd and continuing
through Sunday, October 16th.  Our contactless delivery date will be November 4th, just
in time to ensure you receive your fresh Butter Braidsfor the holidays.

This year, the following flavors are available:   Four Cheese and Herb, Apple, Cinnamon,
Cream Cheese, Strawberry Cream Cheese, Blueberry Cream Cheese, Caramel Rolls with
Caramel Glaze, Cinnamon Rolls with Cream Cheese Icing, Bavarian Crème with
Chocolate Icing, and the fall seasonal flavor of Cherry. All flavors are $17.00 per braid. 
 
You may call in or email your order to Jeanna at office@fpclexnc.com or 336-248-2140,
or feel free to contact Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140 or jblackerby@fpclexnc.com to
place your Butter Braid order. Thank you, church family, for your continued support of
our Preschool!

SPRING RETREAT PLANNED

BUTTER BRAID SALE BEGINS OCTOBER 3
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Session recently approved voluntary CPR/First Aid
Training for all adult FPC members.  Our own FPC
member Nancy Check is a Registered Nurse and a
certified CPR/First Aid instructor. Nancy has offered
her time to teach these classes as a gift to our members
(there is a small fee for book and mannequin supplies). 

The training will include a video, observation as Nancy
performs these skills, and plenty of time to practice
using mannequins. 

C No certification cards 
C No written test
C No skills check-off

The class sessions will be held either in the FPC library
or the fellowship hall (depending on class size and other
church activities) and will last approximately 4 hours. 

Student Workbook - $3.00/book (recommended for
each participant)

Mannequin Supplies - $5.00/person

Classes are offered on the following dates and times:
C Tuesday October 25th 4-8 pm
C Thursday October 27th 1-5 pm
C Sunday November 6th 1-5 pm

The class size is limited to 10 people per class. A
minimum of 5 people must be registered for each class.

Contact Jeanna at the FPC office to sign up
(336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com). Class
registration begins now and is first come, first served.
Deadline for registration is Monday October 10th.
(Nancy needs at least 2 weeks to order and receive
supplies.)

For questions contact Jim Graham 336-956-6085
(leave a message) or Beverly Black 336-240-8496,
bltnurse@yahoo.com.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale
Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone
who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited
to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,
they will be happy to help you learn. For more
information, contact Emelie North                      .

The congregation extends its sympathy to former FPC
pastor Dr. A. Lee Zehmer and his family due to the
death of his mother, Dorothy Lee Zehmer, on
September 23, 2022. Please be in prayer for Pastor Lee
and his family during this difficult time.

CPR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR FPC MEMBERS

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

IN MEMORIAM
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Sunday, 10/2 - Blended Worship with Communion
Elder Greeter - Katherine Team
Ushers - Bill McMurray, Ann McMurray, Justin 

 Wheeles
Lay Reader - Pat Ulmer
Communion Servers - Katherine Team, Joy Harman, 

  Emelie North, Jed Orman, JoAnn Hill

Sunday, 10/9
8:30 Elder Greeter - Karen Carrickhoff
10:15 Elder Greeter - Katie Kennedy
Ushers for 11:00 - Richard Goff, Deborah Gray, 

 Sarah Andrews, Ron Leonard
Lay Reader for 11:00 - JoAnn Hill

Helpers are needed to be part of a team that runs audio-
visual and the livestream on Sundays. The livestream is
now a large part of how we present ourselves as a
church to the world, it is an important form of outreach,
and it allows those who are unable to attend on Sundays
to remain in touch with the church. 

We need a team of folks to help ensure that the
livestream is able to happen each Sunday. Ideally,
instead of the majority of responsibility being
shouldered by a few, it would be shouldered by many,
thus lightening the load for all. You do not have to be a
tech whiz in order to serve on this team! Training is
available. If you are interested in helping, please contact
David Durrell (major.durrell@gmail.com or 336-
926-6204).

Beginning Tuesday, September 20, our Men’s Breakfast
Fellowship group will meet at Cagney’s Kitchen (1244
Fairview Drive, Lexington) each week at 7:15 AM.
When you arrive, if you don’t see a familiar face, please
tell a server or host(ess) that you’re with the First
Presbyterian Church group. All men are welcome and
invited to participate, and all participants are
encouraged to invite church members, especially
visitors and new members, as well as friends, to join in.
You do not need to be a member of First Presbyterian to
take part. Men, this is a great way to feed your faith and
build community together. 

SERVING AT WORSHIP

HELPERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON A/V TEAM

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
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We have church members who have recently moved.
Please note their new contact information.

LUCY FINLEY
                     

Lexington NC 27292
                     

JEFF, JUDY, DAVID & KELLY ADAMS
                     

                                          

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet on Monday,
October 3 with Bible study leader Rebecca Sullivan.
The Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30
AM, and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at
7:00 PM. 

Please remember to bring your donations for Dragonfly
House: plain youth-sized colored t-shirts, fleece throws,
and Yoo-Hoo chocolate drink boxes.

The North Carolina Presbyterian Historical Society’s
fall meeting will be held on Saturday, October 8 in
Hillsborough at the lovely Presbyterian Church, built in
1816. The meeting will include history of the church
and cemetery, and a program on “Presbyterians and the
Founding of the First State University.” Registration is
$22.00, including lunch. More information and the
registration form are in the newsletter on their website
at www.ncphsociety.org.

NEW ADDRESSES

OCTOBER CIRCLE MEETINGS

NC PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

First Presbyterian Action              Page 6



The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Julia Strader from Meredith Andrews (Memorial
Fund), Julee and Calvin Cunningham (Memorial Fund),
MaryAnn Farthing (Memorial Fund), and Gordon and
Nancy Wright (Pastor’s Pantry).

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Mary Cook Koontz from MaryAnn Farthing,
designated to the Memorial Fund.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Charlotte Gingerelli from Susan McMillan,
designated to the Choir.

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Charles McGirt, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from: Eddie & Jemmietta Allred, Susan & Ken Gardner,
Len Brinkley & Margaret Ellis, Bob & Kay Timberlake,
and Ann & Bill McMurray.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Charles McGirt, designated to the Pastor’s Pantry,
from Gordon and Nancy Wright.

1 - Emelie North
2 - Gordon Wright, Ethan Greer
3 - Max Dinges
4 - Luke Staten, Isabella Henderson
5 - Tom Eller
6 - Dottie McGirt, Emma Turlington, Jonah Hiller
7 - Connie Klump, Emory Graham
8 - Brandy Hondros, Zach White
9 - Kinsley Zehmer, Madison Zehmer
10 - Lisa Dean

12 - Bill Atkinson
15 - Sammy McFarland
16 - Donna Bryan
19 - MaryAnn Farthing, Meredith Andrews
22 - Sally Davis
23 - Terri Lamb, Neida Ramirez
24 - Fran Morton
25 - Jim Beall Graham, Christine Johnson
28 - Ben Stalvey
30 - Taylor Hood

MEMORIAL GIFTS
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NUTS ON A MISSION

LIVESTREAM INFO

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations

may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who faithfully
collects your donations and takes them to Pastor’s
Pantry each month.

   Collected for August: 63 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need

through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect
125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for July: 143 jars

DONATIONS FOR
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

As we continue to pray for one another and the needs of
those on our prayer list, please communicate updates
and additions to the prayer list to Jeanna (336-248-2140
or office@fpclexnc.com). Prayer needs will be shared
with our intercessory prayer group and the pastor unless
otherwise requested.

Please know that we continue to pray for you during this
time of uncertainty. And remember: God loves you, so
put your trust in the Lord.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per
pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these water-
blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an easy,
economical way to support our local missions.
Available in regular salt or lightly salted. To

purchase, please contact the church office.

Our Classic Worship Services are livestreamed Sunday
mornings  beginning at 11 o’clock on our YouTube
channel (http://tinyurl.com/fpclexncYouTube/live).

The bulletin for each service is available on the front page
of our website weekly (www.fpclexnc.com), along with
a link to the livestream. 

Those who subscribe to our YouTube channel will be
notified any time we add a new video.

FAITH IN ACTION

PRAYER REQUESTS
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for the week
indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter and place them in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of October 2
Lord of Abundance, Your generosity knows no bounds. We are grateful for the many blessings You have bestowed
on us, and we give You thanks for Your provision in every area of our lives. As we love, serve, and give, we do so
with hearts that overflow with thanksgiving and love for You. Let our willingly-given gifts be as sweet smelling
incense before You. With joyful praise, we pray this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of October 9
Loving God, we give You thanks for all those who participate in our Prayer Shawl Ministry and our Thursday Prayer
Group. They spend much time in prayer, lifting up the needs of others before You. We are grateful for their gifts of
love, their caring hearts, and the ministry they carry out in Your name. We ask that You bless each one in a special
way and constantly give them glimpses of the ways in which You are at work in their own lives, that they may ever
be encouraged. We give You thanks as we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of October 16 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the gift of children. They are precious to us, and so it grieves us to know
that there are children in our world who go hungry, children who have to struggle to survive from day to day,
children who are seen as burdens or objects rather than as valuable persons with the potential to change the world
for the better. Help us, Father. Show us how to bless all the children, to lead and guide them with love and patience,
and to help them live into their potential. Above all, help us show them the way to You. We humbly ask this in the
name of Your Son Jesus and give You thanks. Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- In boot camp for the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Amanda Davis (daughter-in-law of Jody Sink, wife of Will 

Davis) - back issues
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - pancreatic cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Donna Burris (aunt of Terry Smith)
Charley Caio - cancer
Dottie McGirt & Family - death of Charles
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
David Sipes - cancer
Family & friends of Charles McGirt
Lee Zehmer & Family - death of his mother, Dottie

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Phyllis Hedrick

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Navahlia Quesenberry

Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Edna Benjamin

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Charles & Lisa Dean
Connie & Lanny Burleson
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHICKEN PIE & SPAGHETTI SALE
FOR LOCAL MISSIONS

Sunday, Oct. 2 through Sunday, Nov. 6

BUTTER BRAID FUNDRAISER
FOR PRESCHOOL

Monday, October 3-Sunday, October 16
Braids cost $17 each. Please order with Jeanna or Jane.

SPRING FAMILY RETREAT
March 24-26, 2023 @ Teen Valley Ranch

Brochure to come soon!
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