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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Oct. 16, 23, 30

9 AM - Crossroads
Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service

November 6
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended
Worship; Communion

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Join us for our spring church-wide Family
Retreat at a new destination! Our retreat
will be held at Teen Valley Ranch (TVR)
in Plumtree, NC from Friday, March 24,
2023 through Sunday, March 26, 2023.
Teen Valley Ranch is a Christian camp
and retreat center located in the NC
mountains, about 20 minutes from
Linville Falls.

Adults and high schoolers will worship
through music and participate in teaching
led by TVR staff. Babies and toddlers will
be able to play in the nursery upstairs with
the TVR staff providing childcare.
Elementary-aged students will have
separate music and teaching geared
toward their energy level, and middle
schoolers will be dismissed after adult
worship through music in order to have
their own teaching session relative to their
life stage and experiences.

TVR provides plenty of options for free
time activities, including zip lining,
horseback riding, repelling tower,
archery, putt putt, hiking to Plow Point,
disc golf, rifle range, and gym games.
There's also Walt Bob's coffee shop, the
Snack Shack, and small group Bible study
time with Pastor Jon! 

Lodging options range from rooms to
cottages and cabins. The cost of the
retreat includes six meals, activities,
and 2 nights of lodging. The costs are:
 Individual - $100
 Family of Two - $195
 Family of Three - $240
 Family of Four - $285
 Children 2 and Under - Free
 Each Additional Family Member

over Four Members: $45 per
person

 Guests joining a family will be
charged as an additional individual
- $100 per person

To sign up, please complete the form
included in the retreat brochure,
available from Jeanna’s service
window (lobby side). In the meantime,
you may visit TVR's website for more
information about their facilities at
tvr.org. Questions should be directed
to Ann Kiefer via call or text at
336-830-2752.

  

SIGN UP FOR SPRING FAMILY RETREAT
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FROM OUR PASTOR

NEW MEMBERS

First
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff

Pastor
Rev. Jon E. Martin
pastorjon@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation

Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

Do you remember when cars had a round
metal button on the floorboard to turn on
the high beams? My mom had a 1963
Corvair that had one of these buttons.
She kept that car long enough for me to
drive it for a couple of years. She said it
was a classic! 

At some point, the high beam button was
moved. The left foot was no longer in
charge of the high beams, and the control
was integrated into the steering column
as part of the turn signal control, which is
now called a multi-function lever.

When Katherine and Jonah were
younger, they would call the
high beams the "rocket lights."
From the back seat, they could

see the indicator light on the instrument
panel and thought it looked like a rocket
(in orbit, of course, because it's flying
sideways). Can you see why they thought
it looked like a rocket? For a while, all
four Martins were calling the high beams,
the "rocket lights." Jonah would shout,
"Dad! turn on the rocket lights!" I still
turn on the rocket lights when I need a bit
of extra light on a dark road.

I have two church-related thoughts about
this. Here's the first one: high beams help
a driver see down the road, and I am
excited about what is down the road for
First Presbyterian this fall. Are you
noticing the energy level on Sunday
morning, too? The Holy Spirit is at work
and this fall is going to be great.

On Sunday, October 9, we welcomed six
new members into our church family:
Hoy and Doreen Bohannon, Sarah
Andrews, Steven and Donna Via, and
Maria Parson.  

Here is my second thought about the
rocket lights: children see the world
differently than adults. I would not have
thought the high beam indicator light
looked like a rocket unless two children
had pointed that out to me. Now when I
look at it, I can't help but see a rocket. 

How will children help us adults see the
church in a new way? I think that is a
beautiful question to ask. It recognizes
that while we have something to teach
them, they have much to teach us. It also
means we always make room for every
age in the body of Christ.

Jesus said we should have faith like a
child, a complete trust in God's care for
us. What if, with that kind of faith, also
came the willingness to see like a child?
What would we see in a new way in the
church and in the world?

Together in Christ,

 Jon
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FALL FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT LOCAL MISSIONS

The Preschool is selling Butter Braids through Sunday, October 16th.  Our contactless
delivery date will be November 4th, just in time to ensure you receive your fresh Butter
Braids for the holidays.

This year, the following flavors are available:   Four Cheese and Herb, Apple, Cinnamon,
Cream Cheese, Strawberry Cream Cheese, Blueberry Cream Cheese, Caramel Rolls with
Caramel Glaze, Cinnamon Rolls with Cream Cheese Icing, Bavarian Crème with
Chocolate Icing, and the fall seasonal flavor of Cherry. All flavors are $17.00 per braid. 
 
You may call in or email your order to Jeanna at office@fpclexnc.com or 336-248-2140,
or feel free to contact Jane Blackerby at 336-248-2140 or jblackerby@fpclexnc.com to
place your Butter Braid order. Thank you, church family, for your continued support of
our Preschool!

Our annual Chicken Pie & Baked Spaghetti Sale to benefit local missions
ends Sunday, November 6.

We are once again selling Moravian-style chicken pies, both large ($15
each) and small (4 for $17) and both baked spaghetti with meat sauce and
vegetarian spaghetti ($15 per pan). A purchase of any combination of 3
large items (large chicken pie or either type of spaghetti) reduces the cost
by $1 per item (3 for $42). 

Order forms are available at the church or online (www.fpclexnc.com). Payment is due when the order is
placed, and checks may be made payable to First Presbyterian Church.

Pick up will be Saturday, November 12 from 10 AM until 2 PM and Sunday, November 13 from 12 until 1 PM.
If you will not be able to pick up during these times, please let us know ahead of time. The freezers that the
items are delivered in will be returned on Monday, November 14, and our on-site storage space is limited to
the available freezer space in our kitchen.

BUTTER BRAID SALE UNDERWAY
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale
Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone
who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited
to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,
they will be happy to help you learn. If you know of
someone who could use a shawl, or if you need more
information, contact Emelie North 336-237-9507 or
emkanorth76@windstream.net.

Sunday, 10/16 - Blended Worship with Communion
8:30 Elder Greeter - Amy McNeill
10:15 Elder Greeter - Ryan Gobble
Ushers for 11:00 - Katie Kennedy, Silas Kennedy,

Mark White, Burr Sullivan
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Ben Stalvey

Sunday, 10/23
8:30 Elder Greeter - Walt Rouse
10:15 Elder Greeter - Jennifer Turlington
Ushers for 11:00 - Robin Team, Carole Sandifer, 

Susan Gardner, Susan McMillan
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Bill Bryan

Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship group meets at
Cagney’s Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington)
each Tuesday at 7:15 AM. When you arrive, if you
don’t see a familiar face, please tell a server or host(ess)
that you’re with the First Presbyterian Church group.
All men are welcome and invited to participate, and all
participants are encouraged to invite church members,
especially visitors and new members, as well as friends,
to join in. You do not need to be a member of First
Presbyterian to take part. Men, this is a great way to
feed your faith and build community together. 

PRAYER SHAWL MNINISTRY

SERVING AT WORSHIP

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
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The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Charles McGirt, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from Leonard & Cynthia Beck and Mr. & Mrs. Mark
Steven Smith.

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet on Monday,
November 7 with Bible study leader Katie Kennedy.
The Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30
AM, and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at
7:00 PM. The Thank Offering will be received.

We will also collect donations for Family Services:
laundry detergent, paper towels, dish washing
detergent, kitchen trash bags, cleaning supplies, new
packages of women’s underwear (sizes 8-12), and hand
sanitizers.

Emelie North was presented the Presbyterian Women
Honorary Life Membership on Monday, October 3,
during the Morning Circle meeting. Emelie has been our
faithful and trustworthy Treasurer for many years.
Several years ago, she assumed the role of Secretary-
Treasurer. She has served as a Deacon and currently
serves as an Elder and leader of the Member Care
Ministry Team. She is also leader of the Thursday
Prayer Group, coordinator of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
and serves as a Lay Pastor. It was a delight to present
this award to Emelie after a two year pandemic delay.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

NOVEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
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The family of Dr. Ray and Mrs. Julia Strader has
donated books to our church library from the Straders’
personal collection. We are grateful to the Strader
family for their generous gift to our church. These
books are ready to be checked out by the church family!
Please remember that our library is a self-service
library. You are responsible for checking your borrowed
books out and back in again when you return them. 

Navahlia Quesenberry appreciates all your love shown
through the many beautiful cards sent to her for her
birthday. She loves and misses her church family and
has been blessed by your outpouring of love. Thank you
for helping to make her birthday special!

The Session held its regular stated meeting on September
18, 2022. The following items were discussed and actions
taken:

C Jim Beall Graham presented the CPR and AED
training schedule for Session members and any church
members.

C JoAnn Hill reported on the Salem Presbytery meeting
she attended representing our church.  Rev. Jon
Martin was officially approved and installed as our
minister.

C Men's breakfast fellowship will be meeting at
Cagney's Kitchen on Fairview Dr. at 7:15 on first and
third Tuesdays.

C Sloane and Zac Huntley were married on August 27,
2022 in our church.

C Stewardship will be sending out the Time and Talent
forms in October and the pledge cards in November. 

C A new humidifier was purchased for the choir room.
C New usher duties are posted in the Narthex and copy

room.
C Looking into new technology to help Jeanna with the

bulletins since each service and online require
different formats so can return to the folder bulletins.

C Committee working on updating the guidelines for
weddings and funerals that take place in our church.

C Anticipate receiving new members in October.
C The 2023 Spring Family Retreat will be at Teen

Valley Ranch in Plumtree, NC.  More information
will be presented to the congregation for sign-up.

C Our annual chicken pie fundraiser will begin in
October.

C Signing up volunteers to serve dinner at the Homeless
Shelter.  If interested, contact David Durrell or the
church office.

C Finance reported that pledges were down 7% year to
date or $24,923 which is normally made up in the fall.

C Endowment Committee reported that the members for
the coming year are Robin Team, chair; Roy Rowe;
Tom Smith; Bill McMurray and Jed Orman.  The
balances in the endowment funds are: Donor Fund
$569,711; Session Fund $328,116; and Scholarship
Fund $75,877.

C Pastor Jon reported that he is actively meeting will the
different church groups and getting to know the
congregation.  He delivered communion to our
members at Piedmont Crossing.  He had it first Navy
reserve meeting in Charlotte on September 13, 2022.

CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS

A NOTE OF THANKS

SESSION DIGEST
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Sunday School
The year long journey through The Story is still going
strong! Our travels began in the Garden of Eden, and we
have currently made it to the streets of Jerusalem. Here
we find our friend Jesus entering the city for the Passover
Feast. There are only SIX more weeks left, so jump in and
experience this adventure alongside your church family!

Crossroads Worship
Worship Attendants for the 9:00 A< service are now our
elementary and middle school students! These youth are
passing out bulletins and busy bags to folks as they enter
the Fellowship Hall. They are also responsible for
collecting the offering and counting the number of people
in attendance each week. Please join me in thanking them
for their contribution to our weekly worship.

Youth Group Retreats
Middle school students will be traveling to Plumtree, NC,
November4-6 for a fall spiritual retreat. 

High school students will have their fall retreat in the
mountains of NC the weekend of November 4-6 as well.

It’s that time of year when we begin thinking about
SHOEBOXES! Operation Christmas Child is a
wonderful opportunity to touch the lives of children and
families around the world, bringing hope through the
Good News of Jesus Christ in the form of a simple gift.
It’s also a great way to kick off the Christmas season (if
a little early!).

We will begin rolling out materials for Operation
Christmas Child soon!  Our shoebox dedication will be
Sunday, November 20, during worship. We will deliver
our shoeboxes to First United Methodist Church (our
regional collection center) following the service.

More information and materials are on the way.

What’s Happening with Christian Education?
Ann Kiefer, Interim DCE/F

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
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NUTS ON A MISSION

In many churches it has been the practice on All
Saints’ Day to take a moment to recognize all
those in a community who have died in the past
year. As part of our observance of All Saints’

Sunday (November 6)  this year, we are compiling a list
of those who have died in the past year who are related to
our church or church members. 

If you would like to put a loved one on the list, please
submit his or her name, including the relation to you and
date of death, to the church office by October 26th. We
are specifically limiting the date range to 2021 and 2022. 
Please do not assume that we will automatically add
your loved one to the list. We do not want to leave
anyone out, so please let us know if we should add
someone to the list.

If you have any questions, please contact office manager
Jeanna (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com).

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect canned
mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry. Our goal is 125
cans per month. Your donations may be placed in the
Pastor's Pantry crates in the church lobby. We are grateful
to Bill Keesler, who faithfully collects your donations and
takes them to Pastor’s Pantry each month.

   Collected for September: 53 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need

through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect
125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued faithfulness to
this small but important offering is greatly appreciated!

DONATIONS FOR
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical Ministries.
You may bring your donations to the church and place
them in the designated area under the tv in the lobby. 
Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for your
continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small gift,  Nuts
on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5 per pint jar 
($60 for a case of 12), these water-blanched,
lightly salted peanuts are an easy, economical
way to support our local missions. Available in
regular salt or lightly salted. To purchase,
please contact the church office.

NECROLOGY FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

FAITH IN ACTION
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for the week
indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter and place them in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of October 16 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the gift of children. They are precious to us, and so it grieves us to know
that there are children in our world who go hungry, children who have to struggle to survive from day to day,
children who are seen as burdens or objects rather than as valuable persons with the potential to change the world
for the better. Help us, Father. Show us how to bless all the children, to lead and guide them with love and patience,
and to help them live into their potential. Above all, help us show them the way to You. We humbly ask this in the
name of Your Son Jesus and give You thanks. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of October 23
You are the Lord who gives and the Lord who takes away, and still we say, “Blessed be Your Name, Lord.”*
Though the fig tree doesn’t blossom and there is no fruit on the vines, though the crops wither and the fields
produce no food, though the sheep pens are sheepless and the cattle barns are empty, yet we will rejoice in You,
Lord, for You are our strength, You are our courage, and You make us walk forward with spiritual confidence
on our high places of challenge and responsibility.** You are faithful, God, and for this, we give You praise and
thanksgiving, in Jesus’ name. Amen. Adapted from * Job 1:21; ** Habakkuk 3:17-19, CEB, AMP, & MSG

Prayer for the Week of October 30
Loving God, as we observe All Saints’ Day and pause to remember our loved ones that we have lost, we ask You
to comfort those who are still grieving. Please wrap Your arms around them and hold them close. Surround them
with Your love and fill them with Your peace. Help us all to remember the hope that we have in You because of
Your Son’s sacrifice for us and because of His resurrection. We give You thanks and glory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- In boot camp for the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Amanda Davis (daughter-in-law of Jody Sink, wife of Will 

Davis) - back issues
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - pancreatic cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Donna Burris (aunt of Terry Smith)
Charley Caio - cancer
Dottie McGirt & Family - death of Charles
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
David Sipes - cancer
Lee Zehmer & Family - death of his mother, Dottie

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters
Phyllis Hedrick

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Navahlia Quesenberry

Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Edna Benjamin

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Charles & Lisa Dean
Connie & Lanny Burleson
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHICKEN PIE & SPAGHETTI SALE
FOR LOCAL MISSIONS
Through Sunday, Nov. 6

BUTTER BRAID FUNDRAISER
FOR PRESCHOOL

Through Sunday, October 16
Braids cost $17 each. Please order with Jeanna or Jane.

SPRING FAMILY RETREAT
March 24-26, 2023 @ Teen Valley Ranch

Register now!
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