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First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

Join us this Sunday, October 30 from 5:00
u n t i l  6 : 0 0  P M  f o r  F a l l
Festival/Trunk-Or-Treat. Wear your
favorite costume, bring a bag for your
treats, and expect to keep a smile on your
face!

A basket has been placed outside the
DCE office for those who wish to make a
donation of individually wrapped candies
for this event. 

Sunday, November 6 is the first
Sunday of the month, which means we
will have Sunday School at 10 AM,
followed by a single, blended worship
service at 11 AM with Communion.
The worship service will be follow by
our First Sunday Lunch in the
fellowship hall.

Lunch will be catered by Kathleen
Watson, with yummy desserts made
by our own FPC bakers! If you plan to
join us for lunch, please either fill out
an orange card on Sunday morning
and drop it in the offering plate, or
contact the church office (336-248-
2140 or office@fpclexnc.com) to
make your reservation by October 30.

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

November 6
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended
Worship; Communion

12 PM - Fellowship
Lunch

Nov. 13, 20, 27
9 AM - Crossroads

Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service
with livestream

FALL FESTIVAL/TRUNK-OR-TREAT

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON NOVEMBER 6
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Publication Information
The newsletter is published
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articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

I am back from a five-day trip to support
a Marine training exercise in Southern
California. Special thanks to Susanne for
covering the service on October 23, in
my absence. In the picture below, I am
standing with four Marines during a
break in the training. I am on the right.
Do you see what the Corporal in the
middle is holding? It's bag of Red Bird
Puffed Mints from right here in
Lexington!

Before I left, two elders brought me
candy to take to the field. One elder
brought two bags of Jolly Ranchers.
Marines love Jolly Ranchers. When I
carry those with me, I can't give them
away fast enough. It's a morale boost
wrapped up in a bit of sugar.

Another elder dropped off a bag of
Lexington's own Red Bird Mints. The
mints were also a hit. One Marine said,
"it just melts away in your mouth."
Another Marine said the peppermint
woke him up. A Jolly Rancher or a bit of
peppermint can make a miserable
training day just a bit less miserable.

Early in the training exercise, I noticed a
Marine off by himself. He was sitting
with the boxes of chow. I went up to him
and introduced myself. He was a Lance
Corporal and he said he couldn't take part
in the training because he was injured.
His Platoon Sergeant had told him to
guard the chow instead of training. I

understood the wisdom of the
assignment: it kept him in one place
when everyone else was in a different
location.

I stopped by
several times to
check on him. In
the photo on the
left, we are
having a cup of
coffee together. I

heated the water on a small camping
stove I bring with me to the field. As he
waited for the coffee to cool enough so
he could take his first sip, he said it was
the first time he'd had a hot cup of coffee
in the field. He was grateful for the visits,
and he shared a bit about his official job
in the Marines, which is a cook.
Officially he's a "Food service specialist"
in charge of cataloging, cooking, and
supplying Marines with food while in
garrison or on field operations. Their
mission is to keep Marines fed so they
have the energy to complete their
mission.

This makes me think of a couple of
questions: Where are you spiritually fed
so you can carry out God's mission in
your life? What kindness or mercy might
you offer to make someone's difficult day
just a bit less difficult?

Together in Christ,

 Jon

First Presbyterian Action              Page 2



FALL FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT LOCAL MISSIONS

Due to security concerns, both the Main Street and Third Avenue entrances will be locked during
the first hymn of the 11:00 worship service. Anyone arriving late for worship should knock on the
Main Street doors. The Elder Greeter should be stationed in the narthex until 11:15 AM to let in
latecomers.

Our annual Chicken Pie & Baked Spaghetti Sale to benefit local missions ends Sunday, November 6.

We are selling Moravian-style chicken pies (all white meat, no veggies), both large ($15 each) and small (4
for $17) and both baked spaghetti with meat sauce and vegetarian spaghetti ($15 per pan). A purchase of any
combination of 3 large items (large chicken pie or either type of spaghetti) reduces the cost by $1 per item (3
for $42). 

Order forms are available at the church or online (www.fpclexnc.com).
Payment is due when the order is placed, and checks may be made
payable to First Presbyterian Church.

Pick up will be Saturday, November 12 from 10 AM until 2 PM and
Sunday, November 13 from 12 until 1 PM. If you will not be able to pick
up during these times, please let us know ahead of time. The freezers that
the items are delivered in will be returned on Monday, November 14, and
our on-site storage space is limited to the available freezer space in our
kitchen.

In many churches it has been the practice on All Saints' Day to take a moment to
recognize all those in a community who have died in the past year. As part of our
observance of All Saints' Sunday (November 6)  this year, we are compiling a list of
those who have died in the past year who are related to our church or church members. 

If you would like to put a loved one on the list, please submit his or her name, including
the relation to you and date of death, to the church office by October 26th. We are
specifically limiting the date range to 2021 and 2022.  Please do not assume that we will
automatically add your loved one to the list. We do not want to leave anyone out, so
please let us know if we should add someone to the list.

If you have any questions, please contact office manager Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com).

SUNDAY MORNING SECURITY

NECROLOGY FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
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It’s that time of year when we begin thinking about
SHOEBOXES! Operation Christmas Child is a
wonderful opportunity to touch the lives of children and
families around the world, bringing hope through the
Good News of Jesus Christ in the form of a simple gift.
It’s also a great way to kick off the Christmas season (if
a little early!).

Materials for Operation Christmas Child are available
in the church lobby.  Our shoebox dedication will be
Sunday, November 20, during worship. If you will not
be at worship on that date, please drop your shoeboxes
off at the church before then. 

We will deliver our shoeboxes to First United
Methodist Church (our regional collection center)
following the service.

Mark your calendars and join the fun! 

This year, we are holding two Advent Wreath-making
workshops: on Monday evening, November 21 at 6:30
PM, and Tuesday morning, November 22 at 10:30 AM.
The workshops will be held in the fellowship hall, and
refreshments will be provided.

Due to the rising cost of supplies, we are asking for $10
per wreath to cover the cost (payable by November 13),
unless you are able to recycle your supplies from a
previous year (in which case there would be no cost).

 If you would like to join us for this fun event, please let
us know by filling out the green card on Sunday
morning and dropping it in the offering plate (and
please specify which workshop you plan to attend), or
contact the church office (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) by November 13 to make your
reservation. Please contact Beth White with any
questions.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

ADVENT WREATH WORKSHOP
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale
Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone
who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited
to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,
they will be happy to help you learn. If you know of
someone who could use a shawl, or if you need more
information, contact Emelie North 336-237-9507 or
emkanorth76@windstream.net.

Sunday, 10/30
9:00 Elder Greeter - Justin Wheeles
11:00 Elder Greeter - Justin Wheeles
Ushers for 11:00 - Ben Stalvey, Jim Hill, Deborah
Gray, Sheila Goff
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Caroline Stalvey

Sunday, 11/6  - Blended Worship with Communion
11:00 Elder Greeter - Meredith Andrews
Ushers for 11:00 - Bill Bryan, Donna Bryan,
Rebecca Sullivan, Jim Hill
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Pat Ulmer

Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship group meets at
Cagney’s Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington)
each Tuesday at 7:15 AM. When you arrive, if you
don’t see a familiar face, please tell a server or host(ess)
that you’re with the First Presbyterian Church group.
All men are welcome and invited to participate, and all
participants are encouraged to invite church members,
especially visitors and new members, as well as friends,
to join in. You do not need to be a member of First
Presbyterian to take part. Men, this is a great way to
feed your faith and build community together. 

PRAYER SHAWL MNINISTRY

SERVING AT WORSHIP

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
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Both our middle and high school youth groups will be traveling to the mountains November 4
th

through the 6th for a weekend of fellowship and spiritual renewal. Please keep these folks in
your prayers. 

The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mr.
Charles McGirt, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from Clark and Abby Smith and Marlene Ix.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Mary Cook Koontz, designated to the Preschool,
from Jim and Connie Holshouser.

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet on Monday,
November 7 with Bible study leader Katie Kennedy.
The Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30
AM, and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at
7:00 PM. The Thank Offering will be received.

We will also collect donations for Family Services:
laundry detergent, paper towels, dish washing
detergent, kitchen trash bags, cleaning supplies, new
packages of women’s underwear (sizes 8-12), and hand
sanitizers.

A folding crew has been established for the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month to assist in processing
the ACTION for mailing. It only involves two or three
people for 1-1/2 hours (10:00-11:30 AM) and is great
for sharing a brief social time with each other, while
also helping Jeanna. If you’re willing to be called
occasionally or even regularly to sign up for one of
these Tuesdays every few weeks, please let JoAnn Hill
know (                                       ).

MEMORIAL GIFTS

NOVEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS

CREW RECRUITMENT!
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NUTS ON A MISSION

TIME & TALENT

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations
may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in

the church lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who
faithfully collects your donations and takes them to
Pastor’s Pantry each month.

 
Collected for September: 53 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is
greatly appreciated!

DONATIONS FOR
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a small
gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill.  At $5
per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12), these
water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts are an
easy, economical way to support our local
missions. Available in regular salt or lightly
salted. To purchase, please contact the church office.

You should have received a Time & Talent commitment
form in the mail recently. Please prayerfully consider the
ways in which you might serve, complete the form, and
either return it to the church office or bring it with you to
dedicate to the Lord during worship on November 20. If
you did not receive a form or need an additional form, they are
available in the church lobby, or you may request one from the
church office (336-248-2140 or office@fpclexnc.com).

“Faith in action is love, and love in action is
service. By transforming that faith into living acts
of love, we put ourselves in contact with God
Himself, with Jesus our Lord.”

- Mother Teresa

FAITH IN ACTION
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for the week
indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter and place them in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of October 30
Loving God, as we observe All Saints’ Day and pause to remember our loved ones that we have lost, we ask You
to comfort those who are still grieving. Please wrap Your arms around them and hold them close. Surround them
with Your love and fill them with Your peace. Help us all to remember the hope that we have in You because of
Your Son’s sacrifice for us and because of His resurrection. We give You thanks and glory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of November 6
Merciful God, as we enter this season of giving, we want to give You thanks first and foremost. We are grateful for
Your love, mercy, kindness, compassion, patience, goodness, faithfulness, and forgiveness. Help us give to others
as You have given to us, that we may be a blessing to them and point the way to You. We ask this in Jesus’ precious
name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of November 13
Giving God, we are grateful for all of the blessings You have brought into our lives and bestowed on us. With
hearts full of thanksgiving, we bring a portion of our blessings back to You, dedicating it for the work of Your
kingdom here on earth, that others may also come to know You and know that they are loved by You.  As we
serve one another in love and humility in Your name, we also lift up and encourage one another. We also bring
our shoeboxes full of gifts this week and ask You to bless them and those who receive them, to open their hearts
to Your gospel that they would come to know You and know Your Son as their Savior. Thank You, Father-God,
for these opportunities to serve and bless others in Your name. With joy and gladness we pray this in the name
of Your Son. Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- serving in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Will Davis (son of Jody Sink) - at home, outpatient therapy
Amanda Davis (daughter-in-law of Jody Sink, wife of Will 

Davis) - back issues
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Eddie Lane - pancreatic cancer

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Charley Caio - cancer
Dottie McGirt & Family - death of Charles
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
David Sipes - cancer
Lee Zehmer & Family - death of his mother, Dottie
Terry Smith & family - death of his aunt, Donna Burris
Jerry McKenzie - recovering from stroke

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family

Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Edna Benjamin

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Charles & Lisa Dean
Navahlia Quesenberry
Phyllis Hedrick
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHICKEN PIE & SPAGHETTI SALE
FOR LOCAL MISSIONS
Through Sunday, Nov. 6

FALL FESTIVAL/TRUNK-OR-TREAT/BLOCK PARTY
Sunday, October 30, 5:00-6:00 PM

FIRST SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP
Sunday, November 26

10 AM - Sunday School for all ages
11 AM - Blended Worship with Communion (livestreamed)

12 PM - First Sunday Luncheon in Fellowship Hall (reservation
due by October 30)
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