
November 16, 2022 Vol. 195  No. 21  

 
First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

This Sunday, November 20, is Dedication
Sunday. During both worship services,
you will be invited to bring forward your
financial pledges, as well as your Time
and Talent commitments for the coming
year as we dedicate our gifts to God.
Pledges and Time and Talent forms that
have already been turned in will be
included in our dedication. 

We will also dedicate our Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes during both
services this Sunday. If you will be unable
to attend on Sunday, please drop your
shoeboxes by the church office this week.
Samaritan’s Purse requests $10 per
shoebox to cover the cost of shipping and
handling. You may make your check out
to First Presbyterian Church, and we will
cut and send in a single check to cover all
monies received for this purpose. Please
put “OCC shoeboxes” in your for/memo
line.

The Chancel Choir will present its
Christmas Cantata during worship on
December 4 at 11:00 AM.

As this is a First Sunday, there will only
be one worship service that morning,
with Sunday School at 10:00 AM and the
livestream at 11:00 AM.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

November 6
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended
Worship; Communion

12 PM - Fellowship
Lunch

Nov. 13, 20, 27
9 AM - Crossroads

Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service
with livestream

DEDICATION SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 20

Inside this Issue

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Security Note. . . . . . . . . . 3

Christmas Family Night. . 3

Advent Wreaths. . . . . . . . 3

Prayer Shawl Ministry. . . 4

Serving at Worship . . . . . 4

Men’s Breakfast . . . . . . . 4

Memorial Gifts . . . . . . . . 5

In Memoriam. . . . . . . . . . 5

Dec. Circles . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Faith in Action. . . . . . . . . 6

Prayer Concerns . . . . . . . 7

Prayer Focus . . . . . . . . . . 7

First Presbyterian Action              Page 1



FROM OUR PASTORFirst
Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:     http://www.fpclexnc.com

Church Staff

Pastor
Rev. Jon E. Martin
pastorjon@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation

Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings,
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

Last Sunday during the children's
moment, I shared that November is a
month full of wonderful smells. I named
a few with the children. When I asked the
congregation to call out their favorite
November smells, I heard several
responses: pumpkin pie, apple pie,
turkey, cinnamon, dressing. I am looking
forward to those smells in our new house.

A f t e r
a s k i n g
a b o u t
smells, I
gave each
chi ld a
s m a l l
w o o d e n

cross. I told them to scratch the wood and
then smell it. I could see that they were
trying to figure out the unfamiliar smell
of the wood. The crosses were made of
olive wood, and olive wood when
scratched with even just a fingernail
releases a sweet, fruity aroma.

I've had those small crosses for a long
time. I brought several back from a trip to
Israel and have enjoyed giving them away
one by one over the past many years. I am
thankful to have enough left to give them
to the children of First Presbyterian
Church. (I only have one or two left.)

The smell of olive wood was familiar to
people in the ancient world, where olive
trees were cultivated. The oil from
pressing olives was used in lamps.
Remember Jesus' parable about the
woman who loses a coin and lights a
lamp to search for it? (Luke 15:8-10)
That's an olive oil lamp. In ancient
Judaism, olive oil was used for more than
lighting up a dark room. It was used in
preparing food, in religious ceremonies to
anoint priests and was part of the
sweet-smelling perfume used in the
Temple. 

After Jesus shared his last supper with
the disciples, they went outside to an
olive orchard to pray. If we were reading
about this in a Bible study, I would ask
why do you think Jesus chose an olive
orchard as a place to pray?

In about a month, we will hear from the
prophet Isaiah with the familiar Advent
reading: a shoot shall come from the
stump of Jesse, a branch shall grow out
of its root. (Isaiah 11:1). Isaiah is using
the image of a new spring of life coming
out of an old olive tree stump. We
understand that image to point to Jesus,
to be the new life coming out of old
established line of Judah. These are just
a few, but there are many other references
to olive trees in the scripture.

I hope some of these images, or
others, come to mind the next time you
smell olive wood, or more likely, the
olive oil you keep in your pantry.

Together in Christ,

 Jon

The church office will be closed in
observance of Thanksgiving on
Thursday, November 24 and Friday,
November 25.
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CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT

ADVENT WREATH WORKSHOP

Due to security concerns, both the Main Street and Third Avenue entrances will be locked during the
first hymn of the 11:00 worship service. Anyone arriving late for worship should knock on the Main
Street doors. The Elder Greeter should be stationed in the narthex until 11:15 AM to let in latecomers.

Christmas Family Night will be held Sunday, December 4, from 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM. Everyone is invited
to join us for this fun evening of celebration!

Advent Activities for All Ages (4:00-5:30 PM)
v Letter Writing
v Gingerbread Houses
v Nativity Craft 
v Nativity Bingo
v Christmas Photo Booth

Food (5:30-6:30 PM):
v Dinner of soup and sandwiches
v Tasting Room (please bring a dessert to share!)

Closing (6:30-7:00 PM):
v Carols in the sanctuary with Pastor Jon and JoAnn

Reservations due by November 27 to Jeanna in the church office (336-248-2140, ext. 1 or office@fpclexnc.com).

If you signed up for one of the Advent Wreath Workshops to be held in the fellowship
hall, please remember that they are being held at the following times:
C Monday, November 21 at 6:30 PM
C Tuesday, November 22 at 10:30 AM

Refreshments will be provided. Many thanks to those providing greenery and loaning
clippers. Please use masking tape or a Sharpie to put your name on your clippers so that
we can return them to their proper owner after the event. If you have questions, please
contact Beth White.

SUNDAY MORNING SECURITY
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale
Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone
who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited
to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,
they will be happy to help you learn. If you know of
someone who could use a shawl, or if you need more
information, contact Emelie North                               
or                                                   .

Sunday, 11/20
9:00 Elder Greeter - Joy Harman
11:00 Elder Greeter - Emelie North
Ushers for 11:00 - Ryan Gobble, Linda Rowe, Jim
Black, Chris Kennedy
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Skip Greathouse

Sunday, 11/27 
9:00 Elder Greeter - Jed Orman
11:00 Elder Greeter - Katherine Team
Ushers for 11:00 - Bill Keesler, Jim Hill, Walt
Rouse, Tricia Rouse
Lay Reader for 11:00 - Carol Fortune

Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship group meets at
Cagney’s Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington)
each Tuesday at 7:15 AM. All men are welcome and
invited to participate, and all participants are
encouraged to invite church members, especially
visitors and new members, as well as friends, to join in.
You do not need to be a member of First Presbyterian to
take part. Men, this is a great way to feed your faith and
build community together. 

PRAYER SHAWL MNINISTRY

SERVING AT WORSHIP

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
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The church has received gifts in loving memory of Mrs.
Mary Cook Koontz, designated to the Choir Fund,
from Charles and Jeri Bowyer.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Mrs. Julia Strader, designated to the Choir Fund, from
Charles and Jeri Bowyer.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of Mr.
Charles McGirt, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from Meredith Andrews.

The congregation extends its sumpathy to Ben and Celia
Stalvey and their family due to the death of Ben’s sister,
Susan Freel, on November 1, 2022.

The congregation also extends its sympathy to Tom and
Ann Lackey and their family due to the death of Tom’s
brother, Edward Jackson Lackey, Jr., on November 3,
2022.

The congregation further extends its sympathy to JoAnn
Hill, Lisa Dean, and their family due to the death of
JoAnn’s niece, Jenny Kneusel, on November 5, 2022.

Please keep these families in your prayers.

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet on Monday,
December 5 with Bible study leader Betty Knox. The
Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30 AM,
and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at 7:00
PM.

We will collect donations for Dragonfly House: plain
colored youth-sized t-shirts, fleece throws, and Yoo-
Hoo chocolate drink boxes.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN MEMORIAM

DECEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS
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NUTS ON A MISSION

COLLEGE STUDENT
ADDRESSES NEEDED

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.

Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations may be
placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church lobby.
We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who faithfully collects
your donations and takes them to Pastor’s Pantry each
month.

 
Collected for October: 84 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is
greatly appreciated!

DONATIONS FOR
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES

We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact the church
office.

Families, We need your help! If you have a college
student, please contact Jeanna (336-248-2140 or
office@fpclexnc.com) with their full name and mailing
address by Monday, November 28. We’d love to send
Christmas greetings during Christmas Family Night
letter writing, but need an up-to-date list. Thank you!

A folding crew has been established for the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month to assist in
processing the ACTION for mailing. It only involves
two or three people for 1-1/2 hours (10:00-11:30 AM)
and is great for sharing a brief social time with each
other, while also helping Jeanna. If you’re willing to
be called occasionally or even regularly to sign up for
one of these Tuesdays every few weeks, please let
JoAnn Hill know (                                                  ). 

FAITH IN ACTION

CREW RECRUITMENT!
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for the week
indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our church & church
family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter and place them in a prominent
place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of November 20
Heavenly Father, we thank You for all that You are, for all that You have done for us, and for all that we are because
of Christ. Thank You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior. Let us cultivate gratefulness in our hearts daily for our
many blessings. In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.Amen.

Prayer for the Week of November 27
Gracious God, we give You thanks for the members of our choir, the Crossroads Praise Band, our Director of Music,
and our Organist, all of whom work diligently to present their best musical offerings to You each week. We thank
You for all the ways their music enhances our worship and helps us to focus our hearts and minds on You. We ask
a special blessing on our cantata, that all who are present may be reminded in a personal way of Your love and
faithfulness this holiday season as they hear Your gospel presented through music. In Jesus’ name, we pray with
thanks. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of December 4
Faithful God, we thank You for Your presence in our lives as we walk through this final month of 2022. Soon,
we will look forward with anticipation to what the new year will bring, but until then, there are parties and
gatherings, dinners and lunches, observances and celebrations to come. Help us to always be aware of the ways
You are moving in our lives. Help us to be mindful of those around us, and show us ways in which we can bless
others. Thank You for Your many gifts in our lives, Lord. Kindle the light of Your love and Spirit within us
anew, that we may share Your love and warmth with all the world. In the name of Your precious Son, we pray.
Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- serving in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Tom Lackey & family - death of brother, Edward Lackey, Jr.
Ben Stalvey & family - death of sister, Susan Freel
JoAnn Hill, Lisa Dean & family - death of Jenny Kneusel

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Betty Craven (mother of Jan Kiefer) 
Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Edie Allen - breast cancer
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Charley Caio - cancer
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
David Sipes - cancer
Lee Zehmer & Family - death of his mother, Dottie
Terry Smith & family - death of his aunt, Donna Burris
Jerry McKenzie - recovering from stroke

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith
Cary Lewis

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Martha Winters

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family

Ariel Bratz
Lynn Carlton
Brianna Ver Halen
Edna Benjamin

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Charles & Lisa Dean
Navahlia Quesenberry
Will & Amanda Davis
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