
First Presbyterian Church
Lexington,  North Carolina

Organized in 1827

ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 29, 2023    ^     11:00 AM
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

    Indented BOLD indicates everyone speaks.     * Indicates that those who are able may stand.

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRELUDE Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah arr. Parks

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: One thing I asked of the LORD,

All: that will I seek after:

One: to live in the house of the LORD

All: all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD.

Let us worship God.

*HYMN #281 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand;

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,

Feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be Thou still my strength and shield,

Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side;

Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee,

I will ever give to Thee.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Mercy, we confess that we rely too often on our own wisdom instead of yours. We trust our

own strength over your holy power. Why do we do this? Why do we keep choosing our strength and

our wisdom? Forgive us, we pray, and fill us with your Mighty Spirit for the work you call us to do as

those who have been washed in the waters of baptism, and who now follow Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  1 Peter 1:21

Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,

so that your faith and hope are set on God.

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE Gloria Patri #579

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end. 

Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Micah 6:1-8 Ryan Harman

ANTHEM Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. Goodyear
Chancel Choir

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:1-12

One: This is the word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God.

SERMON New Rules Rev. Jon Martin

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD

*HYMN #430 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

1. Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song!
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long!
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!

2. Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme,
Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream!
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!

3. Let courage be our friend, let wisdom be our guide,
As we in mission magnify the Crucified!
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!

4. Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song!
For Christ the Lord has triumphed o'er the ages long!
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE Second Helvetic Confession, 5.135
And we who are in the Church have one faith and one spirit; and therefore we worship but one God,
and him alone. We worship in spirit and in truth, loving him alone with all our hearts and with all our
strength, praying unto him alone through Jesus Christ, the only Mediator and Intercessor; and we do
not seek righteousness and life outside Christ and faith in him. Because we acknowledge Christ the
only head and foundation of the Church, and, resting on him, daily renew ourselves by repentance,
and patiently bear the cross laid upon us.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and
the glory forever; amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory Recit de Nazard Clerambault

*Doxology 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; / Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. / Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)
Receive these gifts, O God, as we seek to walk in your way. In places of injustice, use these gifts

to bring Christ's liberating word. Where pain is present, use these gifts to bring the healing. Where

fear controls the conversation, use these gifts to assure others of the perfect love of Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN #341 Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!

1. Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Refrain:

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

Angels, descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.   [Refrain]

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest,

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love.   [Refrain]

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE  Canzona Quarta Frescobaldi

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you have been with us for years, we welcome you in the
name of Jesus Christ. We are so glad you have gathered with us to give thanks to God and respond to Jesus' call
to follow him.  If you would like more information about our congregation, please speak with the pastor or one
of our church leaders. Information about the church is available in the Lobby and Narthex. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
All hymns are from The Presbyterian Hymnal, published by Westminster/John Knox Press, unless otherwise
noted. Used by permission.  OneLicense.net # A-738230.



WOMEN OF THE WORD
Women of the Word is excited to announce its new seven-week study for Winter/Spring:  Kelly Minter's revised
and updated RUTH: LOSS, LOVE, & LEGACY. Meeting, Monday evenings - starting February 6 at 6:30 PM or Tuesday
mornings starting February 7 at 9:15 AM, we will look at the story of Ruth, which runs the gamut of human
experience, inviting us to engage with God about our own stories. 

Despite heartbreak and trial, Ruth is an accessible image of integrity, kindness, purity, commitment, faith, and
hard work as a marginalized outsider and vulnerable widow. She is godliness with its sleeves rolled up.  The story
of Ruth reminds us that no matter our past, each of us is invited to find redemption and refuge under the
sheltering wings of Jesus Christ.

Register by February 2 at wowlexington@gmail.com with your name, cell phone number, email address, and
which session - day or night - you plan to attend. (Invite friends!) Due to the high cost of the Study Guide, books
will be sold at our first session for $20, cash/Venmo or check. (Savings about $10).

Don't miss out on how relevant the story of RUTH is for all of us today! Come see how God proves Himself faithful
as the One who rescues, revives and redeems us! Questions? Katherine Team: 336-242-4019

ACTS ALIVE AUCTION
On Sunday, March 5, at 5:30 PM, Acts Alive will host a dinner and auction to raise money for their summer
mission trip to the Dominican Republic. We hope you will make plans to join us for this fun evening in support
of our youth. They are currently seeking donations for the auction. If you would like to help, suggestions and
ideas are listed on the back of their flyer.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale
Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited
to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet, they will be happy to help you learn. For more
information, or if you know of someone who could use a prayer shawl, please contact Emelie North at 336-
237-9507 or emkanorth76@windstream.net.

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
Each Thursday, our intercessory Prayer Group meets in the church parlor at 11:00 AM to pray for the needs of
church members, friends and loved ones of the church family, and others in our community and around the
world. Anyone is welcome to participate any week. Praying aloud is not required. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at Cagney’s Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington) each Tuesday
morning at 7:15 AM. All men are welcome and encouraged to invite church members, especially visitors and
new members, as well as friends, to join in. 

TWO CENTS A MEAL OFFERING
Helping agencies within Salem Presbytery on a mission to combat hunger are eligible to apply for grants
funded by monies received from the Two Cents a Meal offering. In our community, Pastor's Pantry and the
Crisis Ministry have both previously received hunger grants from the Presbytery. In 2021, our congregation
donated $1804.68 to this important offering. 

For those worshiping in-person, you may place your donation in one of the offering plates. Envelopes for this
purpose are located near the offering plates. For those worshiping virtually, you may drop your donation off at
the church during business hours, or you may mail your check, made payable to First Presbyterian Church, to
us at PO Box 586, Lexington NC 27293. Please note "2 Cents A Meal" in the memo line of your check. 



Shipping Address: Mailing Address: (336) 248-2140

15 W. 3rd Ave. P.O. Box 586 office@fpclexnc.com

Lexington NC 27292 Lexington NC 27293 www.fpclexnc.com


