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First 

Presbyterian

        
              

          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On Sunday, March 5, at 5:30 PM, Acts Alive
will host a dinner and auction to raise money
for their summer mission trip to the
Dominican Republic. We hope you will
make plans to join us for this fun evening in
support of our youth!

We have many fabulous items lined up for
both our live and silent auctions, and we are
looking forward to some friendly bidding
wars and lots of laughter as we come together
to support our Acts Alivers.

Friends are welcome! Please call (336-248-
2140) or email (office@fpclexnc.com) by
February 19th to reserve your space.

THANK YOU for supporting our Acts Alive
youth!

Elders and other ministry leaders are
reminded that annual reports are due this
Sunday, February 19th. You may email your
report to office@fpclexnc.com.

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

February 19, 26
9 AM - Crossroads

Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service
with livestream

March 5
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended
Worship; Communion

ACTS ALIVE AUCTION & DINNER

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
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BITS & PIECESFirst

Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:    fpclexnc.com

Church Staff
Pastor

Rev. Jon E. Martin
pastorjon@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation

Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

In All His Glory
On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday,
many Christian churches celebrate the
Transfiguration of Our Lord. After telling
his shocked, uncomprehending disciples
that he would die and rise again, Jesus
took Peter, James and John up a
mountain. Suddenly Jesus appeared to be
glowing! "He was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like the sun, and
his clothes became white as light"
(Matthew 17:2, ESV).

Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice
said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom
I am well pleased; listen to him" (verse
5). Jesus' disciples fell to the ground,
overcome by fear. But Jesus touched
them, told them not to be afraid and led
them down the mountain. 

The disciples witnessed firsthand the
glory and Godhood of Jesus, who would
soon die for the sins of the world and rise
again to give us life.

Thinking of Lent
Advent prepares us for Christ's birth;
Lent prepares us for the glorious act of
Christ's resurrection. Churches have
special services during the weeks of Lent,
but it's what each of us does regarding
our spiritual life that makes Lent most
meaningful.

Lent is a good time to read, study and
inwardly digest the four gospels. (The
word gospel means "good news.")

A college student decided to work his
way through Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John for his Lenten devotional time.
Soon he was fascinated by the stories,
such as the Pharisees and Sadducees
trying to trap Jesus in debate. The
brilliant Jesus handled every occasion
with wisdom, leaving the authorities
dumbfounded.

During his devotional time, the student
was filled with laughter and amazement
at the brilliant son of God, who was only
in his 30s. Get to know the good news,
and you'll understand the young man's
amazement.

God’s Conversation Hearts
Those familiar conversation hearts that
show up every February can be more than
just trite romantic or friendly sayings.
Use them to remind you - or to teach a
child - of the greatest love of all: God's
love for us, which empowers our love for
others. For example:

Ì TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than
giving up one's only Son so people
might have everlasting life? (John
3:16).

Ì BE MINE: Jesus knows us intimately,
as a shepherd knows his sheep. No
one can snatch us from him (John
10:27-29).

Ì FOREVER: God loves us with an
"everlasting love" (Jeremiah 31:3).

Ì LOVE ME: The greatest
commandment is to love God with
our whole being (Luke 10:27).

Ì TRUST ME: "Let not your hearts be
troubled." We can count on Jesus,
now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).

Ì SWEET TALK: God's words are
sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).

Ì BE GOOD: We show our love for
Christ by keeping his commands
(John 14:15).

Ì CALL ME: God longs to be in
fellowship with us. We can talk to
him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah
33:3).

Ì FRIENDS: The greatest love involves
laying down your life for your friends
(John 15:13) - precisely what Jesus
did.

Ì  #1: "We love because [God] first
loved us" (1 John 4:19).
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The church has received gifts in loving memory of
Janet Martin, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
Bill & Ann McMurray and Jimmy & Connie
Holshouser.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Betty Craven, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
Bill & Ann McMurray.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
LaVerne Kepley, designated to the Boy Scouts, from
Margie Clark.

The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Charles McGirt, designated to the Memorial Fund,
from the Lowes and Edmundsons.

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet Monday, March
6. The Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30
AM, and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at
7:00 PM. The Bible study leader will be Emmy Floyd.

This month, Presbyterian Women are collecting items
for Family Services: laundry detergent, paper towels,
dish washing detergent, kitchen trash bags, cleaning
supplies, new packages of women’s underwear in sizes
8-12, and hand sanitizers.

Sara DeLapp has moved! You may write to her at her
new address:

SARA DELAPP
                                         

                                   

MEMORIAL GIFTS

MARCH CIRCLE MEETINGS

NEW ADDRESS
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The Session held its regular stated meeting on January
15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the church Session room.  The
following items were discussed and actions taken:

C The meeting was opened with comments by Pastor
Jon about helping others in need and prayer.

C The minutes of the December 18, 2022 Stated
Session Meeting was approved.

C Approved calling of a Congregational Meeting on
March 5, 2023 for receiving the Annual Report from
the Session.

C Received and approved the final $490,297.70 budget
for 2023. The church had a bang-up December with
income that not only met the budget but also
exceeded the budget by $12,292.16. That balance
will carry over to help meet the approved 2023
budget without having to take anything out of our
reserves.

C Due to repetition of content and the rising costs of
mailing the ACTION twice a month, we will begin
mailing one edition at the beginning of each month.
We will continue distributing the ACTION digitally
and sending out the e-news (This Week at FPC) on
other weeks. Eventually, we hope to move to
distributing the newsletter primarily through email
and only mailing a hard (printed) copy of the
ACTION to those who request it.

C Discussed returning to using the church hymnals
during worship as the only source of words for
hymns during sanctuary services. This will provide
the music as well as the words and save space in the
bulletins.

C Pastor Jon to officially be installed as our minister at
4:00 pm on January 22nd reception to follow.

C Adult Sunday school classes will study 1st
Corinthians or Don't Give the Enemy a Seat at Your
Table as well as a Lenten Study led by Pastor Jon.

C YD's are going to Great Wolf Lodge on March 4-5. 
C The Dominican Republic trip by the Acts Alive is

this summer in June.  A dinner and auction will be
held on March 5th to raise the money for the
mission trip. Please reserve your space with the
church office by February 19. 

C Our next fellowship dinner will be a breakfast on
February 5th prepared by the men of the church. 
Please reserve your place by completing the bulletin
insert or call the church office.

C A new wedding guideline booklet has been
completed

C Collecting bids to paint the sanctuary/Narthex.
C Old choir robes to be donated to another church
C Rev. Tommy Wilson will be our guest preacher on

February 12th while Pastor Jon is away for his Navy
Reserve weekend.

C In process of updating and repainting the church’s
Main Street sign. 

C Will replace the flags on our outside flagpole which
are very ragged.

C Looking at ways to better utilize the space in the
fellowship hall for the 9:00 worship service.

The Session has called a congregational meeting for
Sunday, March 5, immediately following worship for
the purpose of receiving annual ministry team reports.
Elders and ministry leaders are reminded that the
deadline to submit their reports is February 19th.

SESSION DIGEST

ANNUAL MEETING
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Our church was begun on July 15, 1827 by a group of
nine Christians who were meeting in the Jersey
community in fellowship with Baptists and
Episcopalians.  These Presbyterians later began meeting
in a log building on Salisbury Road near where the
Highway Patrol Station is currently located. 

In 1834, the group, which had grown to about
60 members, was deeded land on South Main
Street by Mr. Alfred Hargrave, and a brick
building was constructed under the supervision
of Mr. Joseph Conrad. The north wall of our
present sanctuary is part of that original
building.  

The first Sunday School in Lexington was started by our
church in February of 1845. Session passed a motion to 
to “commence our Sabbath School.” Our Presbyterian
Church was also the first church in Lexington to begin
organized women’s work in 1891. This is also the year
that the first young people’s work was begun, calling
itself the Christian Endeavor Society. Between 1900
and 1904 children’s societies were organized under the
leadership of Mrs. John H. Grey and Mrs. John H.
Welborn, Sr.  

In our church now is a group of about twenty-five
people who are researching the records of our church in
order  to record our history in a book which they hope
to publish before our 200th anniversary in 2027. During
this process, we are finding out interesting and notable
facts from FPC’s past. These will be researched as

thoroughly as we are able and presented in a
format that is reader-friendly and attractive. 

If you are interested in being part of this
endeavor,  please contact Emmy Floyd,
Beverly Black or Margaret King. Also if you
have pictures or memorabilia that you can
contribute to this project, it will be
appreciated. 

More help is needed with this tremendous undertaking!
We envision this book being a part of the centerpiece of
our upcoming Bicentennial Celebration and would love
to have more members of the church family take part in
its creation.

 

5 - Rev. Jon Martin, Caroline Harman
6 - Ken Gardner
7 - Joe Check
8 - Matt Welborn
9 - Colson Priddy
10 - Rory Trout
11 - Barbara Atkinson
12 - Kristin Briggs
13 - Chuck Henderson
15 - Jacob Gobble
17 - Alex Horne

18 - Ashley Timberlake
19 - Jan Greer, Stella-Gray Prman, Layla Kiefer
20 - Betty Knox, Jennifer Davis, Jennifer Turlington
21 - Karen Dinges
23 - Susan Evans
25 - Ella Timberlake
27 - Ann Lackey, Ellie Klass
28 - Becky Klass
30 - Ryan Gobble
31 - Ken Vander Schaaf

BICENTENNIAL UPDATE: EXPLORING OUR ROOTS

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
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Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at Cagney’s

Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington) each

Tuesday at 7:15 AM. All men are welcome and invited

to participate, and all participants are encouraged to

invite church members, especially visitors and new

members, as well as friends, to join in.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th

Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale

Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone

who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited

to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,

they will be happy to help you learn. If you know of

someone who could use a shawl, or if you need more

information, contact Emelie North.

Each Thursday, our intercessory Prayer Group meets in

the church parlor at 11:00 AM to pray for the needs of

church members, friends and loved ones of the church

family, and others in our community and around the

world. Anyone is welcome to participate any week.

Praying aloud is not required.

Due to the generosity of the FPC family, First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) has a surplus of
peanut butter in their food pantry. Because of this, we
have begun collecting jelly for the food pantry, which is
in short supply there and can be given out with the
generous supply of peanut butter that they have on hand. 

We are also requesting donations of ready-to-eat items
with pop-top, easy-open lids (Beanee Weanees, pork &

beans, Vienna Sausages, canned meats, pastas such as
ravioli, beefaroni, spaghettios, etc.) for the Loaves &
Fishes Food Pantry. These items will be distributed to
the homeless, who usually do not possess a can opener
or have a way to cook or heat food.

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and
generosity to our food pantries.

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP

CHANGES TO FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS
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NUTS ON A MISSION

GRACE LUNCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The month of March provides us an opportunity to spread God's love by volunteering to help 'Feed His sheep.' 

During the month of March, our congregation helps Grace Episcopal serve a hot lunch every Sunday to those in
need. Lately, anywhere from 80-100 hungry souls are fed each Sunday. Our volunteers work with the Grace team
to setup, serve, and share the blessings of service in His name. Safety protocols are observed with regard to masks,
gloves, and temperature checks. The meal is served to the client at the door of the fellowship hall/undercroft, and
picnic tables are provided outside, just a few steps from where the meal is presented. 

If you are interested in serving or would like to learn more about this ministry, please contact David Durrell at
major.durrell@gmail.com or 336-626-6204. Service in His name is the greatest blessing.

FAITH IN ACTION

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations

may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who faithfully
collects your donations and takes them to Pastor’s
Pantry each month.

 
Collected for January: 97 items

Your peanut butter offering for First Hope
Ministries (formerly Crisis Ministry) is
distributed to families and individuals in need
through their food pantry. Our monthly goal is

to collect 125 jars of peanut butter. Your continued
faithfulness to this small but important offering is
greatly appreciated!

Collected for January: 94 jars

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

SHELTER MEALS

Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all
who have volunteered for this ministry. Please contact
the Shelter the Monday before you are scheduled to
serve to check on the shelter’s status and current
protocols. Here is the  tentative schedule through May
2023:

February 15 - McMurray Small Group
March 15 - Tom & Sandra Smith
April 19 - Joyful MOJO’s
May 17 - Troop 205

If you would like to volunteer, please contact David
Durrell (major.durrell@gmail.com or 336-926-6204).

DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for
the week indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our
church & church family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter
and place them in a prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of February 19
Faithful God, we begin anew this week our journey through Lent, traveling the road of somber reflection and
repentance that lead us to the cross. As we make decisions about what to give up, what to take on, and which
spiritual disciplines to engage in during this season, help us to continually keep our hearts and our eyes fixed on
our Savior. Help us to gain a new understanding of the precious gift that You have given to us and to the whole
world, and ignite in us a deep-seated desire to share Your Good News with the world. Thank You, God, for
these things. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of February 26
We continue our Lenten journey, tracing Jesus’ footsteps, not only across the landscape of history, but also across
the landscape of our lives. Lord, give us fresh eyes to see where You have been at work in our lives and in our world
- in the everyday, in the extraordinary, in the small and in the big. Help us to support and encourage our youth as
they seek to follow in Your footsteps by loving and serving in Your name. Thank You for being present during Acts
Alive’s auction and dinner, for touching hearts and lives through our sharing in fun and fellowship at this event. We
give You all thanks, praise, and glory. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of March 5
Creator of all, there are days when all the news just seems bad. Nay-sayers and doomsdayers seem to be everywhere
we look. But as spring approaches, we are reminded once again of Your grace and mercy. Out of the barrenness of
winter, the buds of spring begin to bloom. In the same way, Your light penetrates our hearts and souls, pouring into
the cracks and crevices, soothing hurts and healing wounds, and soon new life begins to grow up and blossom. We
thank You for Your love, for pouring Your grace into our lives and bringing refreshing and renewal from what
seemed dead, inert, or broken beyond repair. With thanksgiving, we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- serving in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Lynn Carlton & Family - death of her mother, Iva Hutchins
Guy & Billie Kerley
Ariel Bratz

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Charley Caio - cancer
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
David Sipes - cancer
Randy Ver Halen (son of Leonora Ver Halen)
Phyllis Hedrick - surgery
Jon Martin & Family - death of his mother, Janet
Jan, Ben, & Mike Kiefer & families - death of Jan’s mother, 

Betty Craven

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
Jerry McKenzie

The Foster Family
Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family

Brianna Ver Halen
Edna Benjamin
Charles & Lisa Dean
Cary Lewis

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Navahlia Quesenberry
Will & Amanda Davis
Martha Winters Briggs
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PERIODICALS
US Postage Paid

Lexington NC
Permit #572-360

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ACTION (USPS 572-360)
Published semimonthly by First Presbyterian Church
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to:
First Presbyterian Action
PO BOX 586
Lexington, NC 27293-0586

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ACTS ALIVE AUCTION & DINNER
Sunday, March 5 at 5:30 PM

SIGN UP BY FEBRUARY 19

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, March 5 after the worship service

Reports due by February 19

GRACE SUNDAY LUNCH HELPERS NEEDED
for the month of March

Contact David Durrell for more information or to sign up.
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