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          Calling people to faith, Developing them as disciples, and Sending them to serve.

  

On April 2, First Presbyterian will participate
in the Community Palm Sunday Service at
the Old Courthouse at the Square (3 blocks
from the church). At the conclusion of our
11:00 AM blended service, we will walk up
Main Street for this brief community service.
Our First Sunday Lunch will be served in the
fellowship hall at noon, for all who do not
wish to walk up the street, and will be
waiting for everyone following the
community service at approximately 12:45
PM.

If you plan to join us for lunch, please contact
the church office and let us know by March
26. We need your name, the number of adults
and number of children under 12 who will be
dining, and whether you’ll be dining at Noon
or at 12:45.

Our annual Children’s Easter Egg Hunt,
hosted by our middle school youth group,
will be held Palm Sunday, April 2, at
1:15 PM on the front lawn. Children and
grandchildren are invited to bring their
Easter baskets to the front lawn for
dancing and hunting fun! In case of rain,
we will hold the hunt indoors.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

March 19
9 AM - Crossroads Worship

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Classic Service
with livestream

March 26
11 AM - Single Service

April 2 - Palm Sunday
10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended Worship;
Communion

12:00 PM - Process to
Square for Community
Service

12:00, 12:45 PM - Lunch
served

1:15 PM - Children’s Egg
Hunt

UPCOMING PALM SUNDAY PLANS

CHILDREN’S EGG HUNT
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FROM OUR PASTORFirst

Presbyterian

A publication of First Presbyterian
Church of Lexington, North
Carolina. 

Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 586
Lexington NC 27293-0586

Physical Address:
300 South Main Street
Lexington NC 27292

Email:   office@fpclexnc.com          

Phone:  336.248.2140

Fax:      336.248.6626

Web:    fpclexnc.com

Church Staff
Pastor

Rev. Jon E. Martin
pastorjon@fpclexnc.com

Interim Director of Christian
Education/Formation

Mrs. Ann Kiefer

Financial Secretary 
Ms.  Alma Carlton
acarlton@fpclexnc.com

Director of Music
Mrs. Shelley Jennings
sjennings@fpclexnc.com

Organist
Mrs. Regina Pozzi

Preschool Director
Mrs. Jane Blackerby
jblackerby@fpclexnc.com

Office Manager
Ms. Jeanna Carlton
office@fpclexnc.com

Publication Information
The newsletter is published
semimonthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month (unless it is a
5-Monday month). Please submit
articles to the Office Manager by the
Wednesday before publication.

I am looking forward to the arrival of
Spring in a couple of weeks. Signs of this
welcomed season are already visible. As
the earth moves along its pathway around
the sun, it's the tilt of the earth that makes
the northern hemisphere warm up from
the winter cold of the past few months.
The warming temperatures bring warmer
winds to blow away the cold of winter for
a new season of green and flowers and
kites!

March is a windy month. And that
makes me think about our family's kite. I
am not sure which box it's packed in, but
the breezes of this month make me want
to dig around in the attic to find it. 

It takes wind to make a kite fly, so
March is a great month for kites. But
wind is only one part of the kite-flying
equation. Kites also need a string and a
person on the ground holding that string.
With that combination, a kite can soar.

That makes me think about the church
and what makes us soar. The church
needs the wind of God's Spirit to carry it.
That wind hovered over the waters of
creation. It blew through the upper room
on the Day of Pentecost sending the
disciples into the open with good news.
And as we work our way through this
season of Lent, that wind lifts us steadily
toward Easter Day. Like March winds,
the Spirit blows into creation bringing a
season of new life.

The church also has a strong cord that
connects us to the ground. That strong
cord is Jesus. He keeps us grounded in a
mission and ministry to a world full of
hunger and pain and violence. He keeps
us grounded in a community defined by
his dying and rising.

Is this a Trinitarian image? The Spirit
is the wind, Jesus is the string, and God
the Father is holding the string and
watching and guiding the kite/church as
it carries out its great mission.

Together in Christ, 

Jon
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The church has received a gift in loving memory of
Betty Craven, designated to the Memorial Fund, from
JoAnn and Jim Hill.

Presbyterian Women Circles will meet Monday, April
3. The Morning Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:30
AM, and the Evening Circle will meet in the library at
7:00 PM. The Bible study leader will be Carol Beck.

This month, Presbyterian Women are collecting items
for Dragonfly House: small bags of chips, refills of
liquid soap, plain colored youth t-shirts, and fleece
throws.

The congregation extends its sympathy to Sandie
McKenzie and Lisa Millican due to the death of FPC
member Jerry McKenzie, who died March 1, 2023.
Funeral arrangements are incomplete at this time. Please
keep the McKenzie family in your prayers.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

APRIL CIRCLE MEETINGS

IN MEMORIAM
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The Session held its monthly stated meeting on
February 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the church Session
room.  The following items were discussed and actions
taken:

C The minutes of the January 15, 2023 Stated Session
Meeting were approved.

C Elected JoAnn Hill as the elder commissioner to the
Salem Presbytery meeting on February 21st.

C Approved the transfer of membership for Roland
and Meredith Trout, along with their children Rory,
David, and James, to Downtown Church PC(USA)
in Columbia, SC.

C Approved the transfer of membership for Susan
Whitesides to Guilford College United Methodist
Church in Greensboro, NC.

C Elder nomination forms are available in the church
lobby to nominate potential candidates for the Elder
class of 2025 and the 2023-2024 Nominating
Committee.

C The Congregational Life/Fellowship Ministry Team
reported a good turnout of over 70 people at the
Men's breakfast on February 5th.  The fundraiser for
Acts Alive’s mission trip to the DR this summer
will be on March 5th at 5:30 with dinner and
auction.  On Palm Sunday, April 2, we will have
lunch available after the service and also after Palm
Sunday walk to Square.  On May 1st, we will have
lunch after the worship service. The lunch to honor
Active Military Personnel and Veterans for
Memorial Day will be held on the grounds on May
21st.

C The water heater in the janitor's closet was replaced.
C We are planning on painting the sanctuary as well as

replacing the lights.
C The family retreat begoms March 26th at Teen

Valley Ranch in Plumtree NC. Rev. Randy Hall will
be our guest preacher while Pastor Jon attends the
retreat. 

C The Member Care team is working on organizing
the coffee fellowship between the early service and
Sunday school.  Also, they are looking for
volunteers to help with transportation of our seniors
to doctor appointments or with other transportation
needs.  Volunteers are also being recruited to be a
handyman for our seniors for small jobs around the
house. They are also working on a church directory
to be completed this spring and printed in-house.

C Pastor Jon to lead a joint adult Sunday school class
during Lent.

C Our weekday Preschool will have a hot dog supper
fundraiser in April.

C Acts Alive is having a lock-in on Friday, March 31.
C A volunteer is needed to transport the jelly we

collect to First Hope Ministries (formerly Crisis
Ministry).

C The church had a good January financially, with
revenue of $47,968.57 and expenses of $45,256.82,
for an operating income of $2,711.75 for the month.

C Confirmation will begin on March 12th with eight
attending

C Pastor Jon reported on his six days he spent at Camp
Pendleton for the Navy Reserve. 

C Pastor Jon adjourned the meeting with prayer.

SESSION DIGEST
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The Member Care Ministry Team is looking to create a
new ministry for Seniors who don't drive anymore. 
Volunteers will provide a ride to worship, church
activities, or doctor appointments.

The way the ministry will work is a Senior needing a
ride would contact the coordinator providing the
information needed, like where they need to go, date,
and time of appointment. The coordinator will send out
a group text message to the volunteers. The volunteer
that is available on that date and time will respond to
that group text. Then that volunteer will contact the
Senior to let them know they will help them. Group text
works well, because the first person who responds will
provide the ride, and the others will know it is covered. 
This reduces the number of phone calls for both the
Senior and the coordinator.  The team will do their best
to fulfill all requests.

We are seeking a coordinator and volunteers who are
willing to give help by giving rides to our senior
members.  Please contact Emelie North by email (       
                 ) or cell phone ( (                         ).

Jim Hill was left off our birthday list for March. He will
turn another year younger on March 18. Happy birthday,
Jim!

1 - Lindsay Davis
2 - Robin Team
3 - Jo Leonard
4 - Karen Carrickhoff
5 - Kent Herman
7 - Betty Tucker
8 - Christy Hiller
10 - Anne-Riley Harman

13 - Ginger Briggs, Alma Carlton, Ann Kiefer
14 - Pat Ulmer, Anna Gobble, Kelly Burkhart
17 - Marvin Sandifer
20 - Tom Lamb
24 - Emily Orman, JoAnn Hill
26 - Billie Kerley, Craig Miller
29 - Adrianne Staten, Lilly Belle Priddy

 

RIDES FOR SENIORS

CORRECTION

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
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Our Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at Cagney’s

Kitchen (1244 Fairview Drive, Lexington) each

Tuesday at 7:15 AM. All men are welcome and invited

to participate, and all participants are encouraged to

invite church members, especially visitors and new

members, as well as friends, to join in.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th

Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 PM at Brookdale

Assisted Living (161 Young Drive, Lexington). Anyone

who is interested in being part of this ministry is invited

to join them. If you do not know how to knit or crochet,

they will be happy to help you learn. If you know of

someone who could use a shawl, or if you need more

information, contact Emelie North.

Each Thursday, our intercessory Prayer Group meets in

the church parlor at 11:00 AM to pray for the needs of

church members, friends and loved ones of the church

family, and others in our community and around the

world. Anyone is welcome to participate any week.

Praying aloud is not required.

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
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NUTS ON A MISSION

FAITH IN ACTION

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS

As part of our local mission work, we collect
canned mixed vegetables for Pastor's Pantry.
Our goal is 125 cans per month. Your donations

may be placed in the Pastor's Pantry crates in the church
lobby. We are grateful to Bill Keesler, who faithfully
collects your donations and takes them to Pastor’s
Pantry each month.

 
Collected for February: 65 items

Your jelly offering for First Hope Ministries
(formerly Crisis Ministry) is distributed to
families and individuals in need through their
food pantry. Our monthly goal is to collect 125

jars of jelly. Your continued faithfulness to this small
but important offering is greatly appreciated!

Collected for February: 100 jars

We are also collecting ready-to-eat items with pop-top,
easy-open lids (Beanee Weanees, pork & beans, Vienna
Sausages, canned meats, pastas such as ravioli,
beefaroni, spaghettios, etc.) for the Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry. These items will be distributed to the
homeless, who usually do not possess a can opener or
have a way to cook or heat food. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to our food
pantry offerings.

If you’re looking for a handy snack or a
small gift,  Nuts on a Mission fits the bill. 
At $5 per pint jar  ($60 for a case of 12),
these water-blanched, lightly salted peanuts
are an easy, economical way to support our
local missions. Available in regular salt or
lightly salted. To purchase, please contact
the church office.

SHELTER MEALS

Every third Wednesday of the month, First Presbyterian
is committed to preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of the Homeless Shelter. Many thanks to all
who have volunteered for this ministry. Please contact
the Shelter the Monday before you are scheduled to
serve to check on the shelter’s status and current
protocols. Here is the  tentative schedule through May
2023:

March 15 - Tom & Sandra Smith
April 19 - Joyful MOJO’s
May 17 - Troop 205

If you would like to volunteer, please contact David
Durrell (major.durrell@gmail.com or 336-926-6204).

DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES
We are collecting items for Davidson Medical
Ministries. You may bring your donations to the church
and place them in the designated area under the tv in the
lobby.  Items needed are listed below. Thank you  for
your continued support of this ministry.  

Items needed are: soap, shampoo, hand towels, combs,
toilet paper, paper towels, ink pens, large paper clips,
and tape.
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We encourage you to join your church family in praying the following prayer each day for the
week indicated. Suggested prayers will be focused on things specific to the life of our church &
church family. We encourage you to cut out these prayers from the newsletter and place them in
a prominent place in your home as a reminder.

Prayer for the Week of March 19
Almighty God, You are our hiding place, our strong fortress that we run to in times of trouble. Help us remember
that we also need You when times are good. As we follow Jesus’ journey, help us see how He relied on You and
sought Your will in every season and circumstance, and help us do the same. We praise You, Father, for Your
faithfulness. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of March 26
Holy God, we approach the cross of Jesus soiled with the stain of our sins, struggling under the weight of our guilt
and shame. We deserve the punishment Your Son bore, yet He was innocent. We deserve death, yet He is the One
Who died for us. Move our hearts to repentance, Father, and then remind us. Remind us that Easter is coming.
Remind us that the Son will rise. Remind us that the Light of the world bore our sins, our guilt, our shame and our
punishment and bathed us in love, mercy, and forgiveness, washing away our sins, healing our brokenness, and
reconciling us to You. Thank You, God, for the gift of salvation through Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Prayer for the Week of April 2
Heavenly Father, this week we journey with Christ from His triumphal entry to his death on the cross. With the
disciples, we will experience elation that turns into confusion and then fades to darkness. Remind us, Father, of why
Your Son had to die, but let us also not forget that Sunday is coming, and our hope rests in Jesus. Thank You, Father,
for saving us, for cleansing us, and for transforming us daily into the people You have called us to be. In Jesus’
name, we pray, Amen.

Adam Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Alex Horne  (serving in the Marines)
Bobby Ver Halen (serving in the Army)
Dave Fulp (serving in the Navy)
Lauren Smith (granddaughter of David & Melody Durrell) 

- serving in the Navy
John & Betsy Hemmings (friends of Ginger Briggs) - 

Betsy has Alzheimer’s Disease
Chris Ball (friend of JoAnn Hill)
Dr. William Chapman Nyaho - cancer
Cheryl Rawley (friend of Lucy Finley) - breast cancer
Guy & Billie Kerley
Ariel Bratz
Jim McCutcheon (brother of Ginger Briggs & Margie Clark) -

Parkinson’s disease
Hannah (niece of ginger Briggs) - new baby girl is in NICU, 

lung problem

Bill Bailey (friend of Ginger Briggs) - lung cancer, 
metastasized to brain

Margi & Harvey Cole (parents of Terri Lamb) 
Irv & Betty Albert (parents of Mike Albert)
Jeff Check - rehabbing from lung transplant
Gayle Brown (friend of JoAnn Hill) - cancer
Charley Caio - cancer
Alice McNew (niece of Hazel Frady) - cancer
Randy Ver Halen (son of Leonora Ver Halen)
Phyllis Hedrick - knee replacement surgery
Jan, Ben, & Mike Kiefer & families - death of Jan’s mother, 

Betty Craven
Family & friends of Jerry McKenzie
Nick & Paula Harman (parents of Ryan Harman) - Nick is 

battling pancreatic cancer; Paula is recovering from
blood clots & surgery

PRAYER CONCERNS

Kelly Greathouse
Richard Widener
Lucy Finley
Steve Smith

Carol Lemken 
Jean Marsh
Ed Lavelle
The Foster Family

Beckey Griffith
Tom Keesler
The Hiller Family
Brianna Ver Halen

Edna Benjamin
Charles & Lisa Dean
Cary Lewis

Harry & Crista-Maria Grier
Navahlia Quesenberry
Will & Amanda Davis
Martha Briggs Winters
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PALM SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 2

10 AM - Sunday School

11 AM - Blended Worship Service with Communion

12:00 PM - Process to Square for Community Service

12:00, 12:45 PM - Lunch is served

1:15 PM - Children’s Egg Hunt on front lawn, (inside if rain)
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